
God Uses Ordinary People
Isaiah 40:1-2 (NKJV) 

1  "Comfort, yes, comfort My people!" Says your God. 2  "Speak comfort to Jerusalem, and cry
out to her, That her warfare is ended, That her iniquity is pardoned; For she has received from the
LORD'S hand Double for all her sins." 

There are two constants throughout time, God and man.

Mankind has the same struggles spiritually and mentally that we have ever had.

Life is easier because we can just go to the doctor and get some antibiotics when we are sick.

But we cannot get peace or security if we feel troubled or insecure.

We have similar aspirations and dreams as generations ago.

And we all battle with sin and its affects upon our lives and those we love.

The people of Isaiah’s day and Mary’s day were just like us.

But God was able to reach their generations just like He does with ours.

We have a grand message of comfort, comfort spoken by us to the hearts of people all around us.

The times present us with a different culture and social standing but the basic human needs for
forgiveness and redemption have never changed.

And the message that brings those restorative blessings has not change either.

So today as we think of the word or the Lord through the prophet Isaiah and the words of a
pregnant virgin we understand that we are not that different from them.

To set the stage.

Isaiah and his people had faced the devastation of the Assyrian army, the most ruthless army that
ever marched. Most of Judah has fallen with the exception of Jerusalem that was saved by the
direct intervention of God.

But Isaiah looks ahead after the captivity that will begin about 100 years later and will destroy
Jerusalem and see the captivity of almost all the Jews from Israel for 70 years.

But when the time of their redemption come the words that we have read today will echo in the
ears of the returning captives and they face uncertain days as they return to a ruined land.

Now in Mary’s day it was much the same.

For some 60 years before the Romans have taken control of the world and especially Judah.

And although they have brought and end to the barbarism that was rampit before them they have
left the Jews longing for freedom.

And the nation is fraught with rebellion and strife as they look for the Deliver that was promised
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long ago.

1. God offers a new beginning to all.

a. This is the story of Christmas.

i. In Isaiah’s day the people had wondered far from God and the were to face
destruction and 70 years of captivity.

(1) But God knew the time of the end of all that.

(2) He knew that He would renew them to their land and forgive their
iniquities.

ii. So when Jesus came, the people were once again in danger of God’s wrath
and final destruction.

(1) But God will send His Son into the world to His own people to
offer them repentance.

iii. So it is today, into a world with all its sin Jesus comes each year in the
celebration of Christmas.

(1) But today as 2000 years ago the people will not receive Him.

(2) But we are to offer them a message of hope.

(3) Comfort ye, Comfort ye my people.

2. He offers comfort, real comfort to His people.

a. Job 7:1 (NKJV)  "Is there not a time of hard service for man on earth? Are not his
days also like the days of a hired man? 

i. Job and Solomon in Ecclesiastes, some would say are depressing and
pessimistic.

ii. But more often they are realistic.

iii. Life is often filled with hard things in life.

b. But God offers comfort through all those who carry the message of hope.

i. “Comfort ye, comfort ye” is a sign of yearning from the pulsating heart of
God. Our God is the God of “all comfort.”  J. Vernon McGee, Thru the
Bible Commentary: The Prophets (Isaiah 36-66), electronic ed., vol. 23
(Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1991), 41.

ii. 2 Corinthians 1:3–4 (NKJV) 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, 4 who comforts
us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in
any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by
God.
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iii. He offers life redeemed from the ruinous fall and mans incessant pursuit of
evil.

iv. He offers hope to the parents of a dying child or children of a dying parent.

v. He promises a world with every tear will be dried and there is no darkness
at all.

vi. He promises a place where the lion will lay down with the lamb and the
child will play with the viper and they will not hurt nor destroy any more.

vii. He promises a place were the swords will be forged into implements of
production and peace.

3. "Speak comfort to Jerusalem, and cry out to her, That her warfare is ended

a. We are to fight the good fight but the fight will someday be over, if not for all
then for us.

i. 1 Timothy 6:12  Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to
which you were also called and have confessed the good confession in the
presence of many witnesses.

ii. 2 Timothy 4:7  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I
have kept the faith.

b. The children of Israel were fighting an earthy battle for an earthly kingdom.

i. They had to conquer the land in the days of Joshua.

ii. They had to often defend it from intruders and foreign kings.

iii. But their real battle was with their own faithfulness to God.

iv. They often battled those who would turn them to idol worship and the
forsaking of their God.

c. But we are fighting a spiritual battle for a spiritual kingdom.

i. Matthew Henry said, “Human life is a warfare (Job 7:1); the Christian life
much more. But the struggle will not last always; the warfare will be
accomplished, and then the good soldiers shall not only enter into rest, but
be sure of their pay.”1

ii. We will never turn the world to Jesus, but only a few.

iii. Our methods of warfare are prayer and the proclamation of the Gospel.

iv. Ephesians 6:12  For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against

1 Matthew Henry, Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible: Complete and Unabridged in One

Volume (Peabody: Hendrickson, 1994), 1150.
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principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age,
against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.

v. And the battle will be over when we hear the angel proclaim, “The
kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His
Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!”

(1) Revelation 11:15  Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were
loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdoms of this world have
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall
reign forever and ever!”

4. That her iniquity is pardoned

a. Here the writer takes a giant leap forward to the days of the Messiah.

i. For it is He alone that can pardon iniquity by His own sacrifice on the
cross.

(1) Isaiah 43:25 (NKJV)  “I, even I, am He who blots out your
transgressions for My own sake; And I will not remember your
sins.

(2) Isaiah 55:7 (NKJV) Let the wicked forsake his way, And the
unrighteous man his thoughts; Let him return to the LORD, And
He will have mercy on him; And to our God, For He will
abundantly pardon. 

ii. It was He who would take away the sin of the world and redeem His
people Israel.

b. Our sins can never be pardoned by us or any other human for only God has that
power.

i. And that is why Jesus came.

ii. Isaiah 53:6-12 (NKJV) 6  All we like sheep have gone astray; We have
turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD has laid on Him the
iniquity of us all. 7  He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He
opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a
sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth. 8  He was
taken from prison and from judgment, And who will declare His
generation? For He was cut off from the land of the living; For the
transgressions of My people He was stricken. 9  And they made His grave
with the wicked-- But with the rich at His death, Because He had done no
violence, Nor was any deceit in His mouth. 10  Yet it pleased the LORD to
bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When You make His soul an offering
for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, And the pleasure
of the LORD shall prosper in His hand. 11  He shall see the labor of His
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soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall
justify many, For He shall bear their iniquities. 12  Therefore I will divide
Him a portion with the great, And He shall divide the spoil with the
strong, Because He poured out His soul unto death, And He was numbered
with the transgressors, And He bore the sin of many, And made
intercession for the transgressors. 

Is that a message of comfort to you.

It has been suggested that when there was an indebtedness or mortgage on a house in Israel, the
fact was written on a paper, a legal document, and put on the doorpost so that all their neighbors
and friends would know that they had a mortgage on their place. Another copy was kept by the
one who held the mortgage. When the debt was paid, the second copy, the carbon copy, was
nailed over the other doorpost so that all might see that the debt was paid. This is the meaning of
“she hath received of the LORD’s hand double for all her sins.” The sins of Jerusalem were paid
for by the One who suffered outside her gates.  J. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary:
The Prophets (Isaiah 36-66), electronic ed., vol. 23 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1991), 41.

 v. 1: “Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God.” This is the divine command to the
prophets. Nachamu (piel, literally, to cause to breathe again) is repeated, because of its urgency 
Carl Friedrich Keil and Franz Delitzsch, Commentary on the Old Testament, vol. 7 (Peabody,
MA: Hendrickson, 1996), 391.

This compassion also expresses itself in the words “for all” (bekhol, c. Beth pretii): there is

nothing left for further punishment. The turning-point from wrath to love has arrived. The wrath

has gone forth in double measure. With what intensity, therefore, will the love break forth, which

has been so long restrained!2

and the charge is doubled, Comfort you, comfort you—not because the prophets are unwilling to

do it (no, it is the most pleasant part of their work), but because sometimes the souls of God’s

people refuse to be comforted, and their comforters must repeat things again and again, ere they

can fasten any thing upon them.3

2 Carl Friedrich Keil and Franz Delitzsch, Commentary on the Old Testament, vol. 7 (Peabody, MA:

Hendrickson, 1996), 392.

3 Matthew Henry, Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible: Complete and Unabridged in One

Volume (Peabody: Hendrickson, 1994), 1150.
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