
Christmas Comes Softly
Isaiah 42:1-4 (NKJV) 

1  "Behold! My Servant whom I uphold, My Elect One in whom My soul delights! I have put My
Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the Gentiles. 2  He will not cry out, nor raise His
voice, Nor cause His voice to be heard in the street. 3  A bruised reed He will not break, And
smoking flax He will not quench; He will bring forth justice for truth. 4  He will not fail nor be
discouraged, Till He has established justice in the earth; And the coastlands shall wait for His
law." 

Christmas is a love story and true love always comes softly and gently.

I remember hearing a story a long time ago that was later made into a movie called Love Comes
Softly by Janette Oke.

It was a beautiful story of tragedy, loss and redemption and love.

But I know an even better story, a true one written in the halls of eternity by a benevolent Father
who loved His people very much and set out to win them back to Himself.

That is what Christmas is. It is a story of tragedy, man forsook his Creator Father.

We lost our spiritual uprightness and fell into sin and rebellion and were under judgement and
condemnation.

But God sent His Son, His only Son into the world to save us from our sins.

He came that night as a helpless baby, born to a peasant couple of dubious relationships.

Born in a barn because there was no room that night in the better places.

Laid in a manger for lack of a bed or even a more suitable location.

But love broke open the skies that night when the angels came calling on a group of despised
shepherds.

If God could reach down into the community of shepherds then He could reach to anyone.

If God could use these people then He could use anyone.

If God could love them then no one was beyond the plan of redemption and love.

Let us look at this today, to gaze into the blessed councils of our loving Heavenly Father.

I. Jesus came as the Lord’s Servant.

A. There are three servants in this book.

1. Cyrus

2. Israel

3. The Messiah, the suffering servant.
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B. And Jesus far excels them all.

1. Upheld by the Lord, whom I uphold, 

2. His chosen One, My Elect One

a. That is what CHRIST means, the Anointed of God

3. Causes God to delight in Him, in whom My soul delights! 

4. God has given Him His Spirit, I have put My Spirit upon Him; 

C. His actions speak volumes.

1. He will bring forth justice to the Gentiles. 

a. Isaiah 9:1 Nevertheless the gloom will not be upon her who is
distressed, As when at first He lightly esteemed The land of
Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, And afterward more heavily
oppressed her, By the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, In Galilee
of the Gentiles. 2  The people who walked in darkness Have seen a
great light; Those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death,
Upon them a light has shined.

2. He will not cry out, nor raise His voice, Nor cause His voice to be heard
in the street. 

a. The rulers of the day would call out and command with great
authority the subjects.

b. He stands in sharp contrast to the loud worldly conqueror who
proclaims to all his deeds. In ancient times when a new religion
was presented to a people it was introduced by their conqueror,
who forced it upon them. The servant does not act like such a
conqueror, nor does he seek to force upon anyone a particular
program. It is simply because of his own great confidence in God
and his quiet manner of working that he succeeds in the most
difficult of all missions.  Edward J. Young, The Book of Isaiah –
Volume 3: Chapters 40 to 66, (Grand Rapids, MI: William B.
Eerdmans, 1972), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 111.

c. But Jesus came speaking peace, to a troubled world.

3. A bruised reed He will not break, And smoking flax He will not quench;
He will bring forth justice for truth. 

a. Notice the gentleness.

b. Hosea 11:4  I drew them with gentle cords, With bands of love,
And I was to them as those who take the yoke from their neck. I
stooped and fed them.
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(1) On Hosea 11:4 John Gill says, “I drew them with cords of a
man, with bands of love, &c.] As Ephraim is compared to a
heifer in the preceding chapter, here he is said to be drawn;
but not with such cords and bands as cattle are, but with
such as men are; in a rational and gentle way, in a kind,
loving, tender, humane, friendly, and fatherly way and
manner; so the Lord drew Israel on in the wilderness, till he
was brought to Canaan’s land, by bestowing kind favours
upon them, and by making precious promises to them. So
the Lord deals with his spiritual Israel; he draws them out
of the present state and circumstances, in which they are by
nature, to himself, and to his Son, and to follow after him,
and run in the ways of his commandments; and which he
does not by force and compulsion against their wills, nor by
mere moral persuasion, but by the invincible power of his
grace, sweetly working upon them, and attracting them; he
does it by revealing Christ in them, in the glories of his
person and in the riches of his grace, and by letting in his
love into their hearts; and by kind invitations, precious
promises, and divine teachings, attended with his powerful
and efficacious grace;” John Gill Commentary

c. Jeremiah 31:3  The LORD has appeared of old to me, saying:
“Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting love; Therefore with
lovingkindness I have drawn you.

d. John 6:44 (NKJV) 44  No one can come to Me unless the Father
who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up at the last day. 

e. Finally the manward mark. How gently does He deal with penitents
who are like splintered reeds in the confession of their sin. Does
He finish them altogether? Their faith is as feeble as a glimmering
wick about to expire; does He utterly extinguish it? Far from it. He
heals the bruise of the reed, and fans the wick to flame. Aye, does
not the tender way He deals with such "reeds" and "glimmering
wicks," make us long to be nearer to Him, to love and serve Him
better? His truest followers have imbibed that same spirit, and
know how to "lift up hands hanging down, and to strengthen feeble
knees" (Heb. 12: 12). Studies in Isaiah; F.C. Jennings

f. The description is continued, pointing out how the servant acts
with respect to the weak and oppressed. His mission is to bring
blessing and not to destroy. The figures employed are themselves
easy to understand, but it is not clear precisely what they signify.
The reed grows in the marsh or on the river bank. In itself it is

FBC Toulon December 23, 2018 Christmas Comes Softly Page 3



weak, but it has in addition been bruised or broken, probably by the
wind.  Edward J. Young, The Book of Isaiah – Volume 3: Chapters
40 to 66, (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans, 1972),
WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 113.

4. He will not fail nor be discouraged, 

D. His accomplishments are far reaching.

1. Till He has established justice in the earth; 

2. And the coastlands shall wait for His law.

Silent spread of Christianity

This prophecy accords with fact. Gibbon, in his History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire, has the following words describing the silent but rapid spread of Christianity: "While the
Roman Empire was invaded by open violence or undermined by slow decay, a pure and humble
religion gently insinuated itself into the minds of men, grew up in silence and obscurity, derived
new vigour from opposition, and finally erected the triumphant banner of the Cross on the ruins
of the Capitol." (Sermons by the Monday Club.)  Biblical Illustrator – Isaiah, (Rio,WI: AGES,
2005), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Chapter 42".

And so Christmas still comes softly.

With the ministry of tens of thousands of ministers and lay persons bringing the good news just
like the angels did so long ago.

Christmas comes in love, the love of a Savior shed in the hearts of His people in witness of the
love of their heavenly Father.

Isaiah 63:9  In all their affliction He was afflicted, And the Angel of His Presence saved them; In
His love and in His pity He redeemed them; And He bore them and carried them All the days of
old.

Isaiah 43:4  Since you were precious in My sight, You have been honored, And I have loved you;
Therefore I will give men for you, And people for your life.

John 13:34  “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you,
that you also love one another.

John 15:12  “This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.
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