
Honored as A King
Isaiah 9:6 (NKJV) 

For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His
shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.

One of the wonderful things about the Christmas stories is that together they tell the whole story.

Looking at the life of Jesus is like looking at a beautiful gem. 

There are many facets of the life of Jesus and even of His birth.

Matthew’s Gospel wants us to know that Jesus was the rightful heir to the throne of David.

He was the rightful King.

And so it is, that Isaiah 700 years before had laid out the multiple names for this babe born in a
manger.

Had the events of Matthew’s visit of the wise men not happened this passage would have been
less understood.

Yes Jesus was a lowly and humble servant, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.

But that was not the end of the story.

For Jesus will return and when He comes to earth again He will be the King of Kings and the
Lord of Lords.

And of His kingdom their will be no end.

And every knee will bow to Him and every tongue will confess that He is Lord.

It is therefore important that this part of the Christmas story also be told. For one day everyone
will have to give an account to the King.

I. For unto us a Child is born

A. A child to be one of us.

1. Jesus was just as human as you or I.

2. He suffered in all areas that we suffer.

3. He was tempted in every way we are but more severely for He never
yielded to sin.

B. A child to endure all that we do.

1. He knew hunger and pain.

2. He knew discouragement and loss.
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3. He suffered rejection and shame.

II. Unto us a Son is given

A. This speaks of His station as the rightful heir to the throne of David.

B. But it goes beyond that to declare Him the Son of God the heir of all things.

C. The one to whom all honor and praise are due.

III. And the government will be upon His shoulder. 

A. Not just that of Israel.

1. Luke 1:32–33 (NKJV) 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of
the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father
David. 33 And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His
kingdom there will be no end.”

B. But of the whole world.

1. Isaiah 2:4 (NKJV) He shall judge between the nations, And rebuke many
people; They shall beat their swords into plowshares, And their spears into
pruning hooks; Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, Neither shall
they learn war anymore.

C. Finally the one who is to be in charge will be directly in charge and government
will be that of holiness and righteousness, justice and peace.

IV. And His name will be called 

A. Wonderful

1. He is a person of wonder.

a. He spoke and the dead came to life again.

b. He anointed the eyes of the blind and gave them sight.

c. He touched the leapers and they became clean.

2. But He was also a person who instilled wonder.

a. He was the Messiah, the anointed of God.

b. He was the redeemer of Israel.

c. He would take away the sin of the world.

d. He would give life to those lost in sin.

e. He would bring hope to the hopeless.

f. He would give comfort to the comfortless.
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g. Even Pilate could not condemn Him.

h. And the demons shuttered in fear of Him.

i. At His death the sun refused to shine.

j. At His death the rocks quaked and the veil of the temple split in
two.

k. Death and the tomb could not hold Him.

l. And the guards became like dead men at His resurrection.

B. Counselor

1. The world was plunged into the darkness of sin by the counsel of the
serpent.

2. But it would come into the kingdom of God through the counsel of Jesus.

3. No other one can comfort like Him.

4. No other person understands all that you have gone through then Him.

5. No one can give the strength that we need to face the challenges of live but
Him.

C. Mighty God

1. Many a translator and commentator have tried to lessen and soften the
words here.

a. But they say what they say.

b. There is no denying the Godhead of the Son of God.

c. The Sanhedrin tried to deny it but for it they lost their place and
their kingdom was destroyed.

2. 1 Timothy 3:16 (NKJV) 16  And without controversy great is the mystery
of godliness: God was manifested in the flesh, Justified in the Spirit, Seen
by angels, Preached among the Gentiles, Believed on in the world,
Received up in glory. 

3. 1 John 5:20 (NKJV) 20  And we know that the Son of God has come and
has given us an understanding, that we may know Him who is true; and we
are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and
eternal life. 

4. John 1:1 (NKJV) 1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. 

5. Romans 9:5 (NKJV) 5  of whom are the fathers and from whom,
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according to the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, the eternally blessed
God. Amen. 

6. What does this mean for us.

a. It means that we may have the utmost confidence in Jesus for with
God all things are possible.

b. Put your confidence in Him and you will never be ashamed.

c. We can say then with Paul, “For I know whom I have believed and
am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed to
Him until that Day.” 2 Timothy 1:12

D. Everlasting Father

1. Not that Jesus is the Father as they are distinct persons in the trinity.

2. But the best translation and mostly universal among commentators is
“Father of Eternity”

a. This does not speak so much for the past but of the future.

b. If you are in Christ Jesus then you future is in Him as well.

c. Today, and for a million million tomorrows Jesus has us.

d. Every blessing for eternity is in Him.

E. Prince of Peace

1. Of all the names for Jesus, this one is most often associated with Jesus at
Christmas time.

2. But He is not just going to bring peace to this world some day.

3. But He gives individual peace today, now for all those who will have Him.

a. John 14:27  “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as
the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid.

4. He is the personification of peace.

5. Peace in a world filled with war and rage.

6. Peace in families filled with anger and distrust.

7. Peace in churches that have lost their peace.

8. How is your peace meter doing today?

9. Isaiah 26:3  You will keep him in perfect peace, Whose mind is stayed on
You, Because he trusts in You.
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Zechariah 9:9 (NKJV) “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your King is coming to you; He is just and having salvation, Lowly and riding on a
donkey, A colt, the foal of a donkey.

John 8:58 (NKJV) 58  Jesus said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I
AM." 

Colossians 1:17 (NKJV) 17  And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 

But it is that for ever which lies before us which Christ is here said to be the Father of. He is so
as its Possessor—He has it; as its Originator—He makes it what it is; as its Controller—He rules
in it.  R. A. Bertram, Preacher's Complete Homiletical Commentary – Preacher's Complete
Homiletical Commentary on the Old Testament: Volume 20: Isaiah, (Austin, Texas:
WORDsearch, 2016), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Chapter 9".

If His name is “Wonderful,” then there will be nothing dull about His reign! As Counselor, He
has the wisdom to rule justly; and as the Mighty God, He has the power to execute His wise
plans. “Everlasting Father” does not suggest that the Son is also the Father, for each Person in the
Godhead is distinct. “Father of Eternity” is a better translation. Among the Jews, the word
“father” means “originator” or “source.” For example, Satan is the “father [originator] of lies”
(John 8:44, NIV). If you want anything eternal, you must get it from Jesus Christ; He is the
“Father of eternity.”  Warren W. Wiersbe, Be Comforted, “Be” Commentary Series (Wheaton,
IL: Victor Books, 1996), 38.

his name shall be called” (i. e., he shall truly be, and therefore shall be worthy to bear these
significant names), “Wonderful” (for “great is the mystery of godliness, God manifest in the
flesh”); “Counsellor” (for on him shall rest the spirit of wisdom and understanding; the spirit of
counsel and might; the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord” etc., Isaiah 11:2); “the
Mighty God” (not a god in any inferior sense; but the Mighty God, Creator and Lord of all); “the
Everlasting Father” (a name entirely applicable to him as the Creator of all worlds, and as being
truly a Father to his people; existing moreover through all the depths of a past eternity, and
onward through the cycles of an eternal future): also, “the Prince of Peace” (the glorious King
whose reign shall be the consummation of peace and prosperity throughout this otherwise
troubled and sin-cursed earth). Nor this only; but he gives peace, even a “peace that passeth all
understanding” to those who are justified by faith in him (Rom 5:1, Phil. 4:7), and who abide in
him with faith unfaltering and love supreme.—“Everlasting Father,” literally father of eternity,
may mean either, existing eternally and in this sense one who only hath immortality” (1 Tim.
6:16); or one who gives eternal life to his people.  Henry Cowles, Isaiah; With Notes, Critical,
Explanatory and Practical (New York: D. Appleton & Company, 1869), 72.

The only question is this, “Am I in Christ’s hands to be slain by Him, or to be saved by Him?”
and that turns on my submission to His will. “Am I to sit on the throne beside Him? or take the
other alternative and be made His footstool?”  R. A. Bertram, Preacher's Complete Homiletical
Commentary – Preacher's Complete Homiletical Commentary on the Old Testament: Volume 20:
Isaiah, (Austin, Texas: WORDsearch, 2016), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Chapter 9".
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Christ our life's Ruler;  Fifteen miles from Sandy Hook the pilot comes on board the English
steamer to navigate it into New York harbour. I remember his climbing on board, on the last
occasion that I made the passage. The great steamer slowed, and as we looked down from the
deck into the dark night we could see a lantern on the surface of the ocean, where his boat was
lying. Presently he emerged from the pitchy darkness and reached the deck. From that moment
the anxieties of the captain were at an end, and he might refresh himself in deep, long slumbers.
So when Christ is on board our life, the government is upon His shoulders, and of the increase of
His government and of our peace there is no end. (F. B.Meyer, B. A.) Biblical Illustrator –
Isaiah, (Rio,WI: AGES, 2005), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Chapter 9".

HOW CHRIST HAS PROVED HIMSELF TO US TO BE "THE MIGHTY GOD." This Child
born, this Son given, came into the world to enter the lists against sin. For thirty years and
upwards He had to struggle against temptations more numerous and terrible than man had ever
known before. And yet, without sin or taint of sin, more than conqueror He stood. We know also
that Christ proved Himself to be "the mighty God" from the fact that at last all the sins of all His
people were gathered upon His shoulders, and "He bare them in His own body on the tree." But
He did more than this—when He led captivity captive, add crushed death and ground his iron
limbs to powder, He proved Himself then the mighty God. Oh, my soul, thou canst say that He
has proved Himself in thy heart to be a mighty God. I beg and beseech of you all, come add put
your trust in Jesus Christ; He is the mighty God. (C. H. Spurgeon.) , Biblical Illustrator – Isaiah,
(Rio,WI: AGES, 2005), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Chapter 9".
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