
Each to the Lord
Romans 14:5-9 (NKJV) 

5  One person esteems one day above another; another esteems every day alike. Let each be fully
convinced in his own mind. 6  He who observes the day, observes it to the Lord; and he who
does not observe the day, to the Lord he does not observe it. He who eats, eats to the Lord, for he
gives God thanks; and he who does not eat, to the Lord he does not eat, and gives God thanks. 7 
For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself. 8  For if we live, we live to the Lord;
and if we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or die, we are the Lord's. 9  For to
this end Christ died and rose and lived again, that He might be Lord of both the dead and the
living. 

Paul continues his theme again this week but shifts a little about what he is referring to.

Remember Paul is addressing things that are not clearly spelled out in Scripture.

Last week the object was that some people felt good about eating meat while others in the church
would not subject themselves to that and would only eat vegetables.

Each group thought they were right and they looked down on and judged the other group.

Paul told them that they were both right in their practice but wrong in their attitudes to the others.

He based this on 4 things:

1. God had received them all the same. 

a. We are all accepted on the basis of grace. Eph. 2:8-9

b. We are all fellow servants.

c. Each of us has gifts although differing from one another yet all given by the same
Spirit.

i. 1 Corinthians 12:4  There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.

d. Even the spiritual insight we have is from God.

e. We are what we are by the grace of God.

i. 1 Corinthians 15:10  But by the grace of God I am what I am,

f. We should never think of ourselves superior to other servants of Christ.

2. Who are you to judge another's servant? 

a. We are servants, fellow servants with other Christians.

b. God did not leave us in charge.

3. To his own master he stands or falls. 

a. Each one of us is responsible for our own work.
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i. We should do the best we can to serve our Lord and not worry about what
He has called others to do.

b. Remember when Jesus stopped by the boys fishing after the resurrection and
asked Peter 3 times if he loved Him? Remember what Peter said when that was all
over.

i. John 21: 20  Then Peter, turning around, saw the disciple whom Jesus
loved following, . . .  21  Peter, seeing him, said to Jesus, “But Lord, what
about this man?” 22  Jesus said to him, “If I will that he remain till I come,
what is that to you? You follow Me.”

c. This is why Paul would not allow people to judge his work.

i. 1 Corinthians 4:3-5 (NKJV) 3  But with me it is a very small thing that I
should be judged by you or by a human court. In fact, I do not even judge
myself. 4  For I know nothing against myself, yet I am not justified by this;
but He who judges me is the Lord. 5  Therefore judge nothing before the
time, until the Lord comes, who will both bring to light the hidden things
of darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts. Then each one's praise
will come from God. 

4. Indeed, he will be made to stand, for God is able to make him stand.

a. We must stand by and help one another.

i. Galatians 6:1  Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are
spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself
lest you also be tempted.

ii. Hebrews 3:13  but exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest
any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.

iii. 1 John 4:7  Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.

iv. 1 Peter 4:10  As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as
good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

v. James 5:16  Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one
another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a
righteous man avails much.

vi. Hebrews 10:24  And let us consider one another in order to stir up love
and good works,

vii. Colossians 3:16  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom,
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
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viii. Galatians 6:2  Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.

ix. Romans 14:13  Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather
resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a cause to fall in our brother’s
way.

b. But Jesus is the master of each servant.

c. Jesus gives instruction to each servant.

d. We are responsible to carry out our assignment not get involved with judging the
other servants.

Now that finishes last week’s message so let’s move on.

I. What about the day

A. One person esteems one day above another; another esteems every day alike. Let
each be fully convinced in his own mind. 6  He who observes the day, observes it
to the Lord; and he who does not observe the day, to the Lord he does not observe
it. 

B. He who eats, eats to the Lord, for he gives God thanks; and he who does not eat,
to the Lord he does not eat, and gives God thanks. 

II. We are individual servants ultimately responsible to the Lord.

A. 7  For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself. 8  For if we live, we
live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or
die, we are the Lord's. 

III. Christ gave His life equally for each of us.

A. He is the Lord of all.

B. 9  For to this end Christ died and rose and lived again, that He might be Lord of
both the dead and the living. 

What then should we do?

Do all that we can for Him.

Give our very lives over to Him.

Be the very best servant you can be.

Pray for and support, exhort and strengthen the other servants but in areas that do not amount to a
hill of beans, let them be responsible to the Lord just as you are and do not judge or look down
on them.
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