
The World is Not Your Oyster
Romans 14:7-9 (NKJV) 

7  For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself. 8  For if we live, we live to the
Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or die, we are the Lord's. 9 
For to this end Christ died and rose and lived again, that He might be Lord of both the dead and
the living. 

The World Is (One's) Oyster = One can do anything one wants in life.

The way we are taught today is that the world is here to serve you.

And it used to be that we told children that if they worked hard they would be successful.

But today we tell them that you deserve to be successful even if you do not work at all.

But none of this has a place in the Christian system.

Paul has been talking about what we should do about questionable things.

He says that the strong Christian is free to eat what he wills and observe the days that he is
convinced are special.

But we notice that in these verses it is all “to the Lord” 

Romans 14:6 (NKJV) 

6  He who observes the day, observes it to the Lord; and he who does not observe the day, to the
Lord he does not observe it. He who eats, eats to the Lord, for he gives God thanks; and he who
does not eat, to the Lord he does not eat, and gives God thanks. 

Then when we connect verse 6 with what follows we find the guiding principal for the Christian.

It is simply that Jesus is Lord and everything must be in regards to Him.

Colossians 3:17  And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through Him.

Colossians 3:23  And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men,

So let us look at this passage and learn from Paul what is our goal in life.

I. We do not live and die to ourselves.

A. Romans 14:7 For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself. 

B. Why are we here and what are we doing.

1. The Westminster Catechism says, “What is the chief and highest end of
man?”

2. The answer given is, “Man’ s chief and highest end is to glorify God,
(Rom. 11:36, Cor. 10:31) and fully to enjoy him forever. (Ps. 73:24–28,
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John 17:21–23)”

3. But the worldling is not here for that. They are here for themselves.

C. Some have tried to say that this is telling us that no man is an island, but then it
would not be to the Lord but to our fellow man.

1. It is a misunderstanding to say that verse 7 teaches that no one is an island,
and that we all need other people   Thomas R. Schreiner, Baker Exegetical
Commentary on the New Testament – Romans, (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker
Academic, 1998), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 721.

2. It is true that what we do affects others and we should take that into
account as Paul does in verse 13 and forward.

a. Romans 14:13 (NKJV) 13  Therefore let us not judge one another
anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a
cause to fall in our brother's way. 

3. It is not love to do things that will cause a fellow believer to fall.

a. Romans 14:15 (NKJV) 15  Yet if your brother is grieved because
of your food, you are no longer walking in love. Do not destroy
with your food the one for whom Christ died. 

b. Romans 15:1-2 (NKJV) 1  We then who are strong ought to bear
with the scruples of the weak, and not to please ourselves. 2  Let
each of us please his neighbor for his good, leading to edification. 

4. 1 Corinthians 8:9-13 (NKJV) 9  But beware lest somehow this liberty of
yours become a stumbling block to those who are weak. 10  For if anyone
sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol's temple, will not the
conscience of him who is weak be emboldened to eat those things offered
to idols? 11  And because of your knowledge shall the weak brother
perish, for whom Christ died? 12  But when you thus sin against the
brethren, and wound their weak conscience, you sin against Christ. 13 
Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will never again eat meat,
lest I make my brother stumble. 

D. What this is saying is the we must always consider that we belong to the Lord and
that our lives are to be lived to Him.

1. 1 Corinthians 10:31  Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you
do, do all to the glory of God.

2. Romans 12:2 (NKJV) 2  And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that
good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

3. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (NKJV) 19  Or do you not know that your body is
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the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God,
and you are not your own? 20  For you were bought at a price; therefore
glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God's. 

4. 1 Corinthians 7:23 (NKJV) 23  You were bought at a price; do not become
slaves of men. 

II. 8  For if we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore,
whether we live or die, we are the Lord's. 

A. Whether we live, we live to the Lord.

1. V-7 No Christian considers himself as his own master, or at liberty to
regulate his conduct according to his own will, or for his own ends; he is
the servant of Christ, and therefore endeavours to live according to his will
and for his glory. Hodge

2. V-8 Paul had stated, negatively, that the Christian does not live according
to his own will, or for his own pleasure; he here states, affirmatively, that
he does live according to the will of Christ, and for his glory. Hodge

B. Whether we die, we die to the Lord.

1. The thought would thus appear to be that as the believer contemplates
death, as well as in all the details of behaviour in this life, he is conscious
of the Lord's will and in the act of dying his sense of devotion to the Lord
is not suspended.  John Murray, The Epistle to the Romans – Volume II,
(Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1997), WORDsearch CROSS
e-book, 180.

C. It is because Jesus is LORD

1. Matthew 11:27 (NKJV) 27  All things have been delivered to Me by My
Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father. Nor does anyone
know the Father except the Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to
reveal Him. 

2. Matthew 28:18 (NKJV) 18  And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying,
"All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 

3. John 3:35 (NKJV) 35  The Father loves the Son, and has given all things
into His hand. 

4. John 5:23 (NKJV) 23  that all should honor the Son just as they honor the
Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent
Him. 

5. Acts 2:36 (NKJV) 36  "Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly
that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." 
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6. Ephesians 1:20-22 (NKJV) 20  which He worked in Christ when He raised
Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly
places, 21  far above all principality and power and might and dominion,
and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is
to come. 22  And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be
head over all things to the church, 

7. Philippians 2:9-11 (NKJV) 9  Therefore God also has highly exalted Him
and given Him the name which is above every name, 10  that at the name
of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth,
and of those under the earth, 11  and that every tongue should confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

8. 1 Peter 3:22 (NKJV) 22  who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand
of God, angels and authorities and powers having been made subject to
Him. 

9. To deny the lordship of Jesus Christ in the life of any believer is to subvert
the full work, power, and purpose of His crucifixion and resurrection. John
MacArthur, MacArthur New Testament Commentary – Romans 9-16,
(Chicago: Moody Press, 1994), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 283.

III. 9  For to this end Christ died and rose and lived again, that He might be Lord of both the
dead and the living. 

A. 'None of us believers lives or dies for himself. Our one aim in life and death is to
please the Lord. Everything that we do is for him. The reason that Christ died and
rose again was to secure this lordship over his people.'  Stuart Olyott, Welwyn
Commentary Series – The gospel as it really is: Romans simply explained,
(Auburn, MA: Evangelical Press, 1979), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 176.
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