
Standing Before the Judgment Seat of Christ
Romans 14:10-12

10  But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For we
shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 11  For it is written: "As I live, says the LORD,
Every knee shall bow to Me, And every tongue shall confess to God." 12  So then each of us
shall give account of himself to God. 

In all this talk about judging one another or holding one another with contempt Paul brings in a
very important point.

It is that there is a time of judging coming for the child of God.

2 Corinthians 5:10 (NKJV)

10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the
things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

It is not that we will be judged for our sins but that we will be judged for our rewards or lack of
them.

Because of the gracious work of Christ on the cross, believers will not face their sins (John 5:24;
Rom. 8:1); but we will have to give an account of our works and service for the Lord.  Warren W.
Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 647.

John 5:24 (NKJV) "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him
who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death
into life.

Romans 8:1 (NKJV) 

1  There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk
according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 

So then Jesus paid the penalty for all of our sins but He did not guarantee that we would have
rewards for faithfulness even though we are not faithful.

We will be judged or rewarded for what we do after we have been saved.

1 Corinthians 3:10–15 (NKJV)

10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the
foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it. 11 For no
other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone
builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each one’s work
will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will
test each one’s work, of what sort it is. 14 If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he
will receive a reward. 15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be
saved, yet so as through fire.

FBC Toulon    March 10, 2019 Standing before the Judgment Seat of Christ Page 1



So then we must all give an account for what we have done and receive our rewards for it.

Matthew 16:27 (NKJV)

27 For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will
reward each according to his works.

So then Paul teaches that we should all live our lives in order to receive the prize.

1 Corinthians 9:24–27 (NKJV)

24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such
a way that you may obtain it. 25 And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all
things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown.
26 Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. 27 But I
discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself
should become disqualified.

I. What is the judgment seat of Christ?

A. This is the rewards ceremony for heaven and where we receive our millennial
assignments.

B. It is the Lord’s way of rewarding those who have been very faithful as opposed to
those who have not.

C. It is a recognition of the value of the life that we have lived.

II. When does it take place?

A. It takes place at least before the millennium.

B. It takes place after the rapture.

C. It is not the great white throne judgment seen in Revelation 20.

1. Revelation 20:11-12 (NKJV) 11  Then I saw a great white throne and Him
who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And
there was found no place for them. 12  And I saw the dead, small and
great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book
was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged
according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. 

III. Who will stand before it?

A. The saints of this age.

B. I think there may be another judgment for the tribulation saints.

C. And another judgment for the millennial saints.

IV. What will the be judged for?
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A. For the way they have spent their time with what God has invested us with.

1. Luke 16:2 (NKJV)  2 So he called him and said to him, ‘What is this I hear
about you? Give an account of your stewardship, for you can no longer be
steward.’

2. Matthew 25:

14 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country,
who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them. 15 And to
one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each
according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a journey.
16 Then he who had received the five talents went and traded with them,
and made another five talents. 17 And likewise he who had received two
gained two more also. 18 But he who had received one went and dug in
the ground, and hid his lord’s money. 19 After a long time the lord of
those servants came and settled accounts with them.

20 “So he who had received five talents came and brought five other
talents, saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained
five more talents besides them.’ 21 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good
and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you
ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ 22 He also who
had received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two
talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides them.’ 23 His lord
said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful
over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the
joy of your lord.’

24 “Then he who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew
you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering
where you have not scattered seed. 25 And I was afraid, and went and hid
your talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.’

26 “But his lord answered and said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant,
you knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have not
scattered seed. 27 So you ought to have deposited my money with the
bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own with
interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten
talents.

29 ‘For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have
abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be
taken away. 30 And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness.
There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

B. For the words they have spoken and for their thoughts.
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1. Matthew 12:36–37 (NKJV)  36 But I say to you that for every idle word
men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment. 37 For
by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be
condemned.”

2. Ephesians 4:29 (NKJV)  29 Let no corrupt word proceed out of your
mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace
to the hearers.

3. Ephesians 5:4 (NKJV)  4 neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse
jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks.

C. For what we have done with the money we had in this life.

1. Matthew 6:19–21 (NKJV)  19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on
earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal;
20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor
rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Luke 12:42–48 (NKJV)

42 And the Lord said, “Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his master will make
ruler over his household, to give them their portion of food in due season? 43 Blessed is that
servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes. 44 Truly, I say to you that he will
make him ruler over all that he has. 45 But if that servant says in his heart, ‘My master is
delaying his coming,’ and begins to beat the male and female servants, and to eat and drink and
be drunk, 46 the master of that servant will come on a day when he is not looking for him, and at
an hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in two and appoint him his portion with the
unbelievers. 47 And that servant who knew his master’s will, and did not prepare himself or do
according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. 48 But he who did not know, yet
committed things deserving of stripes, shall be beaten with few. For everyone to whom much is
given, from him much will be required; and to whom much has been committed, of him they will
ask the more.
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