
Considering Others in the Way We Live
Romans 14:13-15

 13  Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a
stumbling block or a cause to fall in our brother's way. 14  I know and am convinced by the Lord
Jesus that there is nothing unclean of itself; but to him who considers anything to be unclean, to
him it is unclean. 15  Yet if your brother is grieved because of your food, you are no longer
walking in love. Do not destroy with your food the one for whom Christ died.

What are we looking for in people?

Are we looking for people who can judge us and tell us all of our faults?

Are we looking for people who are just the best critics and will tear us apart at the drop of a hat?

No we are looking for faithful friends.

People who can know our faults and love us regardless.

We want people who will cry with us not yell at us.

We want people who are concerned with our welfare not looking for what they can get out of us.

Are we looking for people who will put themselves and their needs first and not care about us
one wit?

Are we looking for people who are so interested in their own problems they do not want to hear
about ours?

What type of person are we?

That is what Paul is really saying here.

Is our life all about us and what we can get from it and from others.

Are people only commodities that we exchange and use for our benefit?

Or do we go out of our way to serve others and give them a part of our lives?

Let Paul speak to us today.

I. Consider others is how we live.

A. Don’t be judgmental and negative.

B. Rather give place to those who for whom Christ died.

C. Do not put a stumbling block in another’s path.

II. It is true that we have great liberty in our Christian life.

A. We are not chained down to all the legalistic things that people try to keep in
order to please Jesus.
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1. I know and am convinced by the Lord Jesus that there is nothing unclean
of itself; 

2. God looks more on the heart than on empty actions or observances.

3. Food is just food, it is morally neutral.

4. So are many other things that many people judge others for.

B.  But to him who considers anything to be unclean, to him it is unclean

1. Whatever is not of faith is sin.

2. Romans 14:23  But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because he
does not eat from faith; for whatever is not from faith is sin.

3.

III. Love is to be the guiding principle.

A. Yet if your brother is grieved because of your food, you are no longer walking in
love. 

1. 1 Corinthians 8:12  But when you thus sin against the brethren, and wound
their weak conscience, you sin against Christ.

2. Romans 13:10  Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the
fulfillment of the law.

3. Romans 15:2  Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, leading to
edification.

B. So it is possible for a Christian to not walk in love.

1. Yes it is defiantly is.

2. Galatians 5:13 ¶  For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not
use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one
another.

3. Philippians 2:4  Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but
also for the interests of others.

IV. Am I my brother’s keeper. Genesis 4:8

A. Do not destroy with your food the one for whom Christ died.

B. You remember the story of Cain and Abel.

1. When God asked Cain where his brother was, Cain said I do not know,
Am I my brother’s keeper?

C. We are not totally responsible for anyone but ourselves.
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1. But we do share in a responsibility for them.

2. How could we not feel responsible for those that we love?

 though the apostle was so fully satisfied in his own mind, yet he would not have weak and
scrupulous consciences do themselves any hurt through his faith;  John Gill, An Exposition of the
New Testament, vol. 2, The Baptist Commentary Series (London: Mathews and Leigh, 1809),
564.
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