
The Kingdom of God
Romans 14:16-23 

16  Therefore do not let your good be spoken of as evil; 17  for the kingdom of God is not eating
and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18  For he who serves
Christ in these things is acceptable to God and approved by men. 19  Therefore let us pursue the
things which make for peace and the things by which one may edify another. 20  Do not destroy
the work of God for the sake of food. All things indeed are pure, but it is evil for the man who
eats with offense. 21  It is good neither to eat meat nor drink wine nor do anything by which your
brother stumbles or is offended or is made weak. 22  Do you have faith? Have it to yourself
before God. Happy is he who does not condemn himself in what he approves. 23  But he who
doubts is condemned if he eats, because he does not eat from faith; for whatever is not from faith
is sin. 

Today we want to look at the big picture.

What does that mean? Well sometimes people are so focused in on the smallest area when they
need to see things from a bigger perspective.

You see this life that we live is more than just you and me and they small part that we play.

It is about the kingdom of God. The whole plan of God and how we fit into it.

We must always consider not only God but His kingdom.

I. The kingdom of God is not of this world.

A. It is not about food and drink or earthly matters.

1. And if we do what is right but it causes people to turn away from the Lord
than our good will be evil spoken of. V-16

B. V-  Do not destroy the work of God for the sake of food.

1. What about what color the carpet is or a dozen other things that are not
critical to the kingdom of God.

C. We live in the world but the world will never be for God.

1. That does not mean that we should not encourage our government to
pursue righteousness, we should.

D. Jesus did not claim an earthly kingdom, although that is what the disciples
wanted.

1. John 18:36  Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My
kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not
be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here.”

E. Rome is not the kingdom.
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1. The church and the kingdom are two very different things in the Bible.

2. (Pope) Gregory VII, better known as Hildebrand, had declared in the bull
Dictatus Papae, “The Roman Church was founded by God alone; the
Roman pope alone can with right be called universal; he alone may use the
imperial insignia; his feet only shall be kissed by all princes; he may
depose the emperors; he himself may be judged by no one; the Roman
Church has never erred, nor will it err in all eternity.”  James Montgomery
Boice, Romans: The New Humanity, vol. 4 (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker
Book House, 1991–), 1772.

3. One of the saddest things about church history is that early Christian
leaders forgot that the kingdom of God is not the exercise of civil authority
but “righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” and began to contend
for civil power over the bodies and consciences of men.  James
Montgomery Boice, Romans: The New Humanity, vol. 4 (Grand Rapids,
MI: Baker Book House, 1991–), 1771.

II. It is about righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

A. 19  Therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace and the things by
which one may edify another. 

B. 21  It is good neither to eat meat nor drink wine nor do anything by which your
brother stumbles or is offended or is made weak. 

III. Kingdom what is it?

A. The kingdom of God is where God rules.

B. Luke 17:21  “nor will they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there!’ For indeed, the
kingdom of God is within you.”

1. The reign of God is in the heart. It does not come with pomp and
splendour, like the reign of temporal kings, merely to control the external
actions and strike the senses of men with awe, but it reigns in the heart by
the law of God; it sets up its dominion over the passions, and brings every
thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ. Albert Barnes

2. The heart is the smallest and greatest kingdom.

3. For this is what makes the difference.

4. Who reigns in your heart?

5. Is it you or is it Jesus?

C. If I told you that I was a Cardnal fan but never go to any games what would you
say.

1. We have all sorts of people who claim to be for the kingdom of God but
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they don’t know the coach and they never come to practice.

2. Galatians 6:7-10 (NKJV) 7  Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for
whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. 8  For he who sows to his
flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of
the Spirit reap everlasting life. 9  And let us not grow weary while doing
good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. 10 
Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those
who are of the household of faith. 
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