
Are You a King Then?
John 18:37

Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You a king then?” Jesus answered, “You say rightly that I am a
king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear
witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.” 

As we think today about the Triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem that wonderful day long ago
we can see it in our minds if we try.

The Jews have awaited their Messiah now for generations.

They find themselves now under the heavy hand of Rome with their legions of soldiers across the
land.

And so for the last three and ½ years they have started to have hope that finally they might be set
free from the oppressors.

They Jewish story was a story of deliverers.

Moses had delivered them from their bondage in Egypt.

And then a series of Judges had time and again brought the nation back from the brink of
disaster.

And then there was King David, the very best of all the kings that spread the Jewish empire
farther than any other.

And in more recent but non-Biblical time the Maccabees had delivered them from the oppression
of the tyrant Antiochus IV Epiphanes, ruler of the Seleucid Empire.

But now. Now there was this Jesus. Then prophet that could raise the dead and feed a multitude
with some fish and a loaf of bread.

There has been much talk about Him and is wonderful new teachings that challenged the
religious leaders.

John the Baptist, a man that every held as a great prophet had testified concerning Him that He
would baptize with the Holy Sprit and with fire.

And so today as the pilgrims stream into Jerusalem for the Passover Jesus presents Himself by
fulfilling that long honored and expected passage from Zechariah.

Zechariah 9:9  “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold,
your King is coming to you; He is just and having salvation, Lowly and riding on a donkey, A
colt, the foal of a donkey. 10  I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim And the horse from
Jerusalem; The battle bow shall be cut off. He shall speak peace to the nations; His dominion
shall be ‘from sea to sea, And from the River to the ends of the earth.’

But our passage comes from about a week later in the life of Jesus.
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He has been arrested and found guilty of blasphemy by the same people that He came to deliver.

They have rejected their long foretold king and chose for themselves a rebel and a murderer,
Barabbas to be set free and they are calling for their Savior to be sent to the cross to die.

But when they bring Him before Pilate to get Him condemned to death they do not speak of
blasphemy but of treason against the Roman Empire.

They betray their own knowledge of Scripture by claiming that Jesus had come as a rival King
over against Caesar.

So in Pilate’s questioning of Jesus, Pilate asks this question, “Are You a King then?”

And that question is what I want to talk to you about today.

I. Jesus could have answered, Yes I am King of eternity, King of the universe.

A. Jesus in no ordinary King

1. Earthly kings rule over multitudes of people and large areas of land.

2. But Jesus rules the stars, and a billion billion galaxies.

3. He spoke and worlds came into existence.

4. He beacons a million million angels that are there to do His ever wish.

B. There is no place in all the universe where His will is not done.

1. Kings are powerful but in contrast to our King they are powerless.

2. He sets up and takes down kings at His pleasure.

3. He controls the creation as if it were but a child’s toy.

4. He brings stars into existence and turns them into the dust of the universe.

C. Our King can bring water from a rock and food from heaven.

D. He can stop the earth from rotating and make the sun to stand still in the heavens.

1. Oh yes He is a king, the king of the universe.

II. He could of said, “I am King of the whole world.”

A. For since He created it He has governed.

1. Man has lifted His fist to shake it in the face of God but God only laughs.

2. Psalm 2:1-12 (NKJV) 1  Why do the nations rage, And the people plot a
vain thing? 2  The kings of the earth set themselves, And the rulers take
counsel together, Against the LORD and against His Anointed, saying, 3 
"Let us break Their bonds in pieces And cast away Their cords from us." 4 
He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; The LORD shall hold them in
derision. 5  Then He shall speak to them in His wrath, And distress them
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in His deep displeasure: 6  "Yet I have set My King On My holy hill of
Zion." 7  "I will declare the decree: The LORD has said to Me, 'You are
My Son, Today I have begotten You. 8  Ask of Me, and I will give You
The nations for Your inheritance, And the ends of the earth for Your
possession. 9  You shall break them with a rod of iron; You shall dash
them to pieces like a potter's vessel.' " 10  Now therefore, be wise, O
kings; Be instructed, you judges of the earth. 11  Serve the LORD with
fear, And rejoice with trembling. 12  Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, And
you perish in the way, When His wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are
all those who put their trust in Him. 

3.  Psalm 110:1   « A Psalm of David. » The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit
thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool. 2  The
LORD shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in the midst
of thine enemies. 3  Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in
the beauties of holiness from the womb of the morning: thou hast the dew
of thy youth. 4  The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a
priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.

B. He could have said, “I am the King of kings and the Lord of all lords”

1. 1 Timothy 6:13   I urge you in the sight of God who gives life to all things,
and before Christ Jesus who witnessed the good confession before Pontius
Pilate, 14  that you keep this commandment without spot, blameless until
our Lord Jesus Christ’s appearing, 15  which He will manifest in His own
time, He who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord
of lords, 16  who alone has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light,
whom no man has seen or can see, to whom be honor and everlasting
power. Amen.

2. Revelation 19:11   Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse.
And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness
He judges and makes war. 12  His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on
His head were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew
except Himself. 13  He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His
name is called The Word of God. 14  And the armies in heaven, clothed in
fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. 15  Now out of
His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations.
And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the
winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16  And He has
on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND
LORD OF LORDS.

III. But real question is, “Is Jesus King in your heart.”

A. You see Jesus is the King of Love.
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1. He loves you and gave Himself for your sins, for everything you have ever
done wrong.

2. No one will ever love you like Jesus loves you.

3. But He will be your King, in this life where you can have joy and peace
and know grace and mercy.

4. Or He will be King in the next where there is no more place for
repentance, no more mercy or grace.

B. Do you continue to rebel against the one who rules the universe.

1. Luke 19:11 Now as they heard these things, He spoke another parable,
because He was near Jerusalem and because they thought the kingdom of
God would appear immediately. 12  Therefore He said: “A certain
nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom and to
return. 13  “So he called ten of his servants, delivered to them ten minas,
and said to them, ‘Do business till I come.’ 14  “But his citizens hated
him, and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We will not have this man to
reign over us.’ 15  “And so it was that when he returned, having received
the kingdom, he then commanded these servants, to whom he had given
the money, to be called to him, that he might know how much every man
had gained by trading. 16  “Then came the first, saying, ‘Master, your
mina has earned ten minas.’ 17  “And he said to him, ‘Well done, good
servant; because you were faithful in a very little, have authority over ten
cities.’ 18  “And the second came, saying, ‘Master, your mina has earned
five minas.’ 19  “Likewise he said to him, ‘You also be over five cities.’
20  “Then another came, saying, ‘Master, here is your mina, which I have
kept put away in a handkerchief. 21  ‘For I feared you, because you are an
austere man. You collect what you did not deposit, and reap what you did
not sow.’ 22  “And he said to him, ‘Out of your own mouth I will judge
you, you wicked servant. You knew that I was an austere man, collecting
what I did not deposit and reaping what I did not sow. 23  ‘Why then did
you not put my money in the bank, that at my coming I might have
collected it with interest?’ 24  “And he said to those who stood by, ‘Take
the mina from him, and give it to him who has ten minas.’ 25  (“But they
said to him, ‘Master, he has ten minas.’) 26  ‘For I say to you, that to
everyone who has will be given; and from him who does not have, even
what he has will be taken away from him. 27  ‘But bring here those
enemies of mine, who did not want me to reign over them, and slay them
before me.’ ”

Galatians 6:7  Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also
reap. 8  For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the
Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.
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