
Why Are You Weeping?
John 20:11–16 (NKJV)

11 But Mary stood outside by the tomb weeping, and as she wept she stooped down and looked
into the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and the other at the
feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. 13 Then they said to her, "Woman, why are you
weeping?"
She said to them, "Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have
laid Him."
14 Now when she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, and did not
know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you
seeking?"
She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said to Him, "Sir, if You have carried Him away, tell me
where You have laid Him, and I will take Him away."
16 Jesus said to her, "Mary!"
She turned and said to Him, "Rabboni!" (which is to say, Teacher).

Death is the saddest thing that we face in this life.

It can bring the strongest to tears and shatter all our hopes and dreams.

That is how it was for Mary Magdalene.

WHO WAS MARY MAGDALENE? On the western bank of the Lake of Galilee, there stood the
village of Magdala; socalled from a "Migdol," or fortified place, round which it clustered, and it
means the same as "Castleton." Thence Mary was named the "Magdalene." , Biblical Illustrator –
John, (Rio,WI: AGES, 2005), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Chapter 20".

Jesus had rescued her from the demons that tormented her and He set her free.

But when she became truly free she became the servant of Jesus following Him everywhere in
His ministry and ministering to Him and the disciples with the obvious riches that she had.

Mary stood there weeping uncontrollably Her love for the Lord was greater than her faith in His
promise to rise again. Despite her weak faith, however, Jesus would not leave her in sorrow. 
John MacArthur, MacArthur New Testament Commentary – John 12-21, (Chicago, IL: Moody
Publishers, 2008), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 378.

I. Why are you weeping?

A. Because death is so final.

1. Death is the great enemy.

2. It claims all sooner or later.

3. It cuts off life in this world, ready or not makes no difference.

B. Because death robs us of an earthly future.
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1. Firstly of relationships.

a. Never does anyone say I wish I had two more years to live so that I
could make more money.

b. No one says if I could only live two more years to achieve some
great goal.

c. It is relationships that mean the most when we come to the end of
life.

2. And this is what Mary is longing for.

3. The person who made the greatest change ever in her live is now gone.

4. Not only that, she thinks someone has taken the body of her Lord.

C. She and the other women had come to pay a final respect to Jesus by bring large
amounts of spices with which to finish preparing the body.

1. But now the body is gone.

2. That would be like showing up at the funeral home for the funeral only to
find out that the body of your loved one is missing.

3. Missing and with no possible explanation.

4. She is so overtaken by grief that even two angels in the tomb could not
bring her out of it.

I. Why do we not weep.

A. When we do it is due to sorrow for loss.

B. It should never be for the one who is gone to be with Jesus.

1. 1 Thessalonians 4:13 ¶  But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren,
concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who
have no hope. 14  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so
God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 15  For this we say to
you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the
coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 
For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ
will rise first. 17  Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we
shall always be with the Lord. 18  Therefore comfort one another with
these words.

C. Not because of the power of death for Jesus has destroyed the power of death.

1. Father Time met pale King Death Sittin' by a tomb. 
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"Hello, old friend, I guess you're here To seal somebody's doom." 

"You might say that," sly Death replied. A smile slid up his face. 

"Inside reposes that Jesus man Who said He's save the race?

"And you, Time, why you stoppin' here? Don't you have things to do?" 

"I come each day to draw the veil And let the mornin' through.

"Say, why you watchin' jus' one grave, With all your vast domain? 

Looks like you'd be out ramblin' 'round And smitin' folks with pain." 

"Well, this one's somethin' special. He challenged me, they say. 

Said He's rest here just three days Then stir and walk away. 

"Now I'm the conqueror you know, They don't talk up to me. 

When I steps in to cut 'em down It's for eternity." 

"I sure can testify to that," Responded Father Time. 

"I ain't seen one shake off the dust Since you been in your prime. 

"Well, I got other things to do,  I must be on my way. 

I'll see you when I come back by  To make another day." 

So whiskered Time went up the hill  To bid the sun to rise. 

He left Death standin' by the tomb  Lookin' strong an' wise. 

Next day, Time ambled by again,  "And how are things?" he queried. 

"Kinda quiet," Death replied.  "I'm startin' to be wearied. 

"I won't be here when you come by  About this time tomorrow. 

I'm anxious to be on my way,  An' spread some grief and sorrow." 

Now Father Time was quite surprised When he came back to see 

Death a quiverin' on the ground  In frightful agony! 

His eyes were set, his throat was marked,  His clothes in disarray. 

It wasn't difficult to see  That Death had had his day. 

"What happened, Death?" asked Father Time, What makes you look so
bad? 

I've never see you shake this way Or seem so scared and sad." 

Death pulled himself up on a rock  A-lookin' sick an' humble. 
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Hung his head an' wrung his hands  And Time could hear him mumble. 

"Was sittin' here before the dawn  About to take my stroll 

When all at once this whole wide world  Began to reel and roll. 

"That rollin' stone jumped off the door  An' skipped on down the hill. 

Then everything grew dark and quiet,  Seemed like the earth stood still.

"I saw Him standin' in the door,  He didn't move or speak, 

Just looked at me an' all at once  I felt so tired and weak.

"He came and got a hold on me,  And threw me to the grou' 

Put His foot here on my neck Then took my keys an' crown.

"Two angels came to talk with Him,  They glistened like the sun. 

He said, 'The plan's all finished now, Redemption's work is done.' 

"As they passed the garden gate  I heard Him say, just then, 

He's settin' free my captives  And givin' gifts to men." 

Time and Death met once again  Off yonder by the gate. 

"It's good to see you," said Old Time, "I've wondered 'bout your fate."

"I'm just a lowly servant now,  There's little time to roam, 

I just push open this old gate  And help the saints get home!"

I. Jesus resurrection secured for us eternal life.

A. John 14:1-3 "Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in
Me.  2 In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have
told you. I go to prepare a place for you.  3 And if I go and prepare a place for you,
I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be
also. NKJV

B. John 11:25-26  25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who
believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. 26 "And whoever lives and
believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?" (NKJV)
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