
Receive One Another
 Romans 15:7-13 (NKJV) 

7  Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also received us, to the glory of God. 8  Now I say
that Jesus Christ has become a servant to the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the
promises made to the fathers, 9  and that the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy, as it is
written: "For this reason I will confess to You among the Gentiles, And sing to Your name." 10 
And again he says: "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people!" 11  And again: "Praise the LORD, all
you Gentiles! Laud Him, all you peoples!" 12  And again, Isaiah says: "There shall be a root of
Jesse; And He who shall rise to reign over the Gentiles, In Him the Gentiles shall hope." 13  Now
may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by
the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Paul closes out this section as he began it.

Romans 14:1 (NKJV) 1  Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to disputes over doubtful
things. 

But now he is not saying this to the strong and weak Christians only. But he is saying it to all
Christians.

In the early years there were natural divisions in the church that needed to be overcome.

So Paul is ending his letter with an admonition for unity.

Christianity is still divided today.

But it should not be. We have a responsibility to follow the admonition of Paul even as the early
church was supposed to.

So let us look at Paul closing teaching today.

I. Therefore receive one another

A. Meaning

1. Proslambanô (accept) is an intensified form of lambanô and carries the
meaning of receiving something or someone to oneself with special
concern. John MacArthur, MacArthur New Testament Commentary –
Romans 9-16, (Chicago: Moody Press, 1994), WORDsearch CROSS
e-book, 318.

2. ðñïóëáìâ íù proslambanô verb; Take, take along, take aside; welcome,
receive, accept; partake, eat. Thoralf Gilbrant, ed., “4213. ðñïóëáìâ íù,”
in The Complete Biblical Library Greek-English Dictionary – Pi-Rho,
(Springfield, MO: Complete Biblical Library, 1991), WORDsearch
CROSS e-book, Under: "4213.

B. Usage
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1. Acts 28:2 (NKJV) 2  And the natives showed us unusual kindness; for
they kindled a fire and made us all welcome, because of the rain that was
falling and because of the cold. 

2. Philemon 1:12  I am sending him back. You therefore receive  him, that is,
my own heart, 

3. Philemon 1:17  If then you count me as a partner, receive  him as you
would me.

4. Romans 14:1 (NKJV) 1  Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to
disputes over doubtful things. 

5. Romans 14:3 (NKJV) 3  Let not him who eats despise him who does not
eat, and let not him who does not eat judge him who eats; for God has
received him. 

II. Just as Christ also received us.

A. He uses the same word to describe how we were received by Jesus Christ.

1. If the perfect, sinless Son of God has accepted us into God's divine family,
how much more should we be willing to accept each other, despite the fact
that we all still carry sinful trappings from our old, unredeemed flesh. John
MacArthur, MacArthur New Testament Commentary – Romans 9-16,
(Chicago: Moody Press, 1994), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 318.

B. Jesus received us in love.

1. Ephesians 5:2  And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given
Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling
aroma.

C. He receives us joyfully

1. Remember the parable of the 99 sheep. Luke 15:3-7

2. Luke 15:3-7 (NKJV)  3  So He spoke this parable to them, saying: 4 
"What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses one of them, does
not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which is
lost until he finds it? 5  And when he has found it, he lays it on his
shoulders, rejoicing. 6  And when he comes home, he calls together his
friends and neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found
my sheep which was lost!' 7  I say to you that likewise there will be more
joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just
persons who need no repentance. 

3. Matthew 11:28 (NKJV) 28  Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest. 
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D. Jesus received us although we were not worthy.

1. Luke 15:2 (NKJV) 2  And the Pharisees and scribes complained, saying,
"This Man receives sinners and eats with them." (From the same Greek
root word)

2. Romans 5:8 (NKJV) 8  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in
that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

3. 1 Timothy 1:15 (NKJV) 15  This is a faithful saying and worthy of all
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom
I am chief. 

4. Matthew 9:10-13 (NKJV) 10  Now it happened, as Jesus sat at the table in
the house, that behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and sat down
with Him and His disciples. 11  And when the Pharisees saw it, they said
to His disciples, "Why does your Teacher eat with tax collectors and
sinners?" 12  When Jesus heard that, He said to them, "Those who are well
have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13  But go and learn
what this means: 'I desire mercy and not sacrifice.' For I did not come to
call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance." 

E. Jesus acceptance is impartial.

1. All races, social standings, appearance, etc.

2. John 6:37 (NKJV) 37  All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and
the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out. 

3. Romans 2:11 (NKJV) 11  For there is no partiality with God. 

4. Acts 10:34-35 (NKJV) 34  Then Peter opened his mouth and said: "In
truth I perceive that God shows no partiality. 35  But in every nation
whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him. 

F. Jesus received us regardless of our past.

1. In politics now you need to have a clean slate starting in pre-school or
earlier.

2. We are not to consider what people were before the found the Lord and
came to know Him as Savior.

3. 1 Corinthians 6: 9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit
the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10  nor thieves,
nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the
kingdom of God. 11  And such were some of you. But you were washed,
but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord
Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.
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III. To the glory of God. 

A. How do we glorify God.

1. By bearing much fruit.

a. John 15:8  “By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much
fruit; so you will be My disciples.

2. One of the best ways is to receive those whom Jesus has already received.

3. To do otherwise only damages the glory of God in the view of other
people.

B. The final phrase, "to the glory of God," is a statement of purpose: "in order that
God might be glorified." The difficulty is to decide whether this is the purpose of
believers' receiving each other or of Christ's receiving us. Perhaps, since the
former is the leading idea, and since Paul has already drawn a connection between
unity and the glorifying of God (v. 6), we should attach the phrase to the initial
imperative, "receive one another."  Douglas J. Moo, The New International
Commentary on the New Testament – The Epistle to the Romans, (Grand Rapids,
MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1996), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 875.

FBC Toulon April 28, 2019 Receive One Another Page 4


