
Just As He Said
Romans 15:7-13 (NKJV) 

7  Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also received us, to the glory of God. 8  Now I say
that Jesus Christ has become a servant to the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the
promises made to the fathers, 9  and that the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy, as it is
written: "For this reason I will confess to You among the Gentiles, And sing to Your name." 10 
And again he says: "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people!" 11  And again: "Praise the LORD, all
you Gentiles! Laud Him, all you peoples!" 12  And again, Isaiah says: "There shall be a root of
Jesse; And He who shall rise to reign over the Gentiles, In Him the Gentiles shall hope." 13  Now
may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by
the power of the Holy Spirit. 

The Scripture says that Jesus was sent to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

But yet He was rejected by them and put to death in the most dreadful manner.

The Jewish leaders threw it in Jesus face that they had not believed on Him.

From Pilate’s view why would the Jews reject their Messiah?

Often times in this old world it seems that God is not doing too well.

It seems that God should just throw in the towel so to speak and just give up.

But what was true back in Paul’s day is still true today.

Paul understood that when Israel rejected Jesus that this is exactly what God was doing.

Because Israel rejected the Christ the message was taken to the Gentiles.

And although some Jews believed, among the Gentiles was where the churches would find their
converts for centuries to come.

And the Gentiles, who worshiped sticks and stones and planets and stars would turn to the One
True God and glorify Him.

But how did God know?

How could He possibly know these things hundreds of years in advance?

The answer of course is that He is God.

So let us see how Paul works this passage out for us today.

I. Jesus the Servant

A. To prove that this is not his own novel and heretical idea Paul cites four passages
from the Old Testament; he quotes them from the Septuagint, the Greek version of
the Old Testament, which is why they vary from the translation of the Old
Testament as we know it. The passages are Ps 18:49; Deut 32:43; Ps 117:1; Isa
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11:10.  William Barclay, Barclay's Daily Study Bible (NT), WORDsearch CROSS
e-book, Under: "The Inclusive Church (Rom 15:7-13)".

B. Now I say that Jesus Christ has become a servant to the circumcision for the truth
of God, to confirm the promises made to the fathers, 

1. He wants to show that this was all laid out in the Old Testament.

2. Christ came to save the Jews first and then the Gentiles

3. Therefore the Old Testament speaks of the Gentiles also praising God.

a. There was a natural enmity between the Jews and the Gentiles.

b. Since the beginning of the Jewish nation they had been attacked by
these outside nations.

c. These nations also exerted a moral force on Israel to submit to the
way of the world.

d. They had in the last 400 years paid dearly for simply following the
way God laid out for them.

e. Therefore the Jews hated the Gentiles and for good reason.

C. And that the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy, 

1. As it is written: "For this reason I will confess to You among the Gentiles,
And sing to Your name." 

a. Psalm 18:49 (NKJV)  49 Therefore I will give thanks to You, O
LORD, among the Gentiles, And sing praises to Your name.

b. The idea is that the Jews would become a witness to the Gentiles.

c. Not in the way that was current in the days of Jesus.

d. Jesus said, “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you
travel land and sea to win one proselyte, and when he is won, you
make him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves.” Matthew
23:15 

e. But when Jesus was raised from the dead, many of Israel believed
on Him and give witness to the world that Jesus was the Christ.

2. And again he says: "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people!" 

a. Deuteronomy 32:43 (NKJV) 43 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His
people;”

b. The Gentiles then worshiped God because of the witness that came
from Jesus and the disciple through the Jews.
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c. Never had anything like this ever happened before.

d. A few Gentiles might become followers of the true God.

e. But now they were coming in droves.

f. When Peter went to the house of Cornelius, all Romans it would
seem, a large group was swept into the kingdom in a single
moment.

g. And everywhere that Paul went he would go to the Synagogue and
there would be Gentiles present and they would believe along with
some of the Jews.

3. And again: "Praise the LORD, all you Gentiles! Laud Him, all you
peoples!" 

a. Psalm 117:1 (NKJV) 1  Praise the LORD, all you Gentiles! Laud
Him, all you peoples! 

b. So when it is over the majority of believers will not be Jews but
Gentiles from every nation under heaven.

c. Revelation 5:9  And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy
to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain,
and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred,
and tongue, and people, and nation;

4. And again, Isaiah says: "There shall be a root of Jesse; And He who shall
rise to reign over the Gentiles, In Him the Gentiles shall hope." 

a. Isaiah 11:10 (NKJV) 10  "And in that day there shall be a Root of
Jesse, Who shall stand as a banner to the people; For the Gentiles
shall seek Him, And His resting place shall be glorious." 

b. So we see God’s purpose to once again unify mankind into one
family and one group under their King Jesus.

c. What a wonderful day.

d. What a day to long for and look forward to.

e. When the Gospel message has done it’s work and all of God’s
children are gathered together as one, what a wonderful day.

f. And we will be with Jesus and we will worship Him and enjoy
Him forever.

g. And we will sing a new song the song of the Lamb who redeemed
us and brought us to salvation in Himself.

II. A closing prayer
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Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

A. God of hope.

1. Someone tells of a meeting in a certain church at a time of emergency. The
meeting was constituted with prayer by the chairman. He addressed God as
"Almighty and eternal God, whose grace is sufficient for all things." When
the prayer was finished, the business part of the meeting began; and the
chairman introduced the business by saying: "Gentlemen, the situation in
this church is completely hopeless, and nothing can be done." Either his
prayer was composed of empty and meaningless words, or his statement
was untrue.  William Barclay, Barclay's Daily Study Bible (NT),
WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "The Inclusive Church (Rom
15:7-13)".

2. We went to see the movie Breakthrough and if you want to see a movie of
hope and trust in God, then go see this one.

B. Fill you with all joy and peace

1. Joy and peace do not come from our outward circumstances.

2. These are benefits for those who put their trust in the Lord.

3. The world knows nothing of true joy and peace is totally elusive to them.

C. In believing in Him.

1. All spiritual benefits are connected to Jesus.

2. And we are connected to Him by faith.

3. Faith that changes our life.

D. That we may now abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

1. The Holy Spirit in us changes us dramatically.

2. As we give place to the Holy Spirit we give place to hope.

3. I read many reviews of the movie Breakthrough that I referred to ealier.

a. One said the movie shows the power of a mother’s love.

b. Another said that it showed the power of prayer.

c. There is an idea that prayer works regardless of who the prayers are
addressed.

d. That just people having good feelings toward others can heal them.

e. But the truth is that it showed the power of God.
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