
Hope for Mothers
Romans 15:13 (NKJV) 

13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

I am sure you have heard this but it is still true.

Human beings can live for forty days without food, four days without water, and four minutes
without air. But we cannot live for four seconds without hope.

About 30,000,000 Americans are on anti-anxiety meds.

The time saving devices that we have developed have taken just about as much time as we can
give them.

We have signed up for everything and now we have no time for anything.

But do the problems we face today really merit the pain that we give to them.

This morning I want to look at our passage with special emphasis on mothers.

Many mothers are frazzled and wore out by the stress of life.

But there is hope, if we look in the right place.

If we look in the wrong place than we will continue where we are.

I. Now may the God of hope 

A. The world has not real hope for it is base on earthly strength.

B. Someone tells of a meeting in a certain church at a time of emergency. The
meeting was constituted with prayer by the chairman. He addressed God as
"Almighty and eternal God, whose grace is sufficient for all things." When the
prayer was finished, the business part of the meeting began; and the chairman
introduced the business by saying: "Gentlemen, the situation in this church is
completely hopeless, and nothing can be done." Either his prayer was composed
of empty and meaningless words, or his statement was untrue.  William Barclay,
Barclay's Daily Study Bible (NT), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "The
Inclusive Church (Rom 15:7-13)".

C. But we have hope because that is part of the very blessing of God.

1. Look at Hagar in the Old Testament.

a. She was a slave.

b. She was given without her consent to Abraham to bear a child for
Sarah.

c. Later Sarah treats her so badly that she runs away.
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d. But the angel of the Lord meets here and tells her to return and she
listens and does return. Genesis 16:7f

e.  Still later after Sarah has her own son Isaac she is thrown out and
almost dies. But God shows up and takes care of her and her child.

2. Look at Hannah.

a. She was the beloved wife of Elkanah but she was childless while
Elkanah’s other wife had several children. 

b. Hannah brings the whole thing to God after some time and God
hears her prayer.

c. He case seemed hopeless but with God nothing is.

3. Look at Rahab

a. She lived in Jericho which we scheduled for conquest and she
knew it.

b. But against all odds and against her own people she threw in her
lot with the people of God

4. Look at Jochebed

a. The king had said every male child shall be put to death.

b. But the Scripture says: 

5. Look at you

II. Fill you with all joy and peace in believing

A. Most Christians are running around on half a tank.

1. Some are just about empty.

B. Notice that hope produces joy and peace.

C. And it comes in direct relationship to our closeness to the Lord.

D. All spiritual benefits are connected to Jesus.

1. And we are connected to Him by faith.

2. Faith that changes our life.

E. Joy and peace do not come from our outward circumstances.

1. These are benefits for those who put their trust in the Lord.

2. The world knows nothing of true joy and peace is totally elusive to them.

III. That you may abound in hope
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A. Those who are spiritually mature and right will abound in hope.

B. Look at Paul.

1. For me to live is Christ to die is gain. Philippians 1:21

2. But notice the previous verse: Philippians 1:20  according to my earnest
expectation and hope that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but with all
boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be magnified in my body,
whether by life or by death.

3. Philippians 1:23  For I am hard pressed between the two, having a desire
to depart and be with Christ, which is far better.

4. Colossians 3:4  When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will
appear with Him in glory.

C. We abound in hope based on our faith in the Lord.

1. Little faith, little hope.

2. Romans 8:35-39;  35  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword? 36  As it is written: “For Your sake we are killed all day long; We
are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” 37  Yet in all these things we are
more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38  For I am persuaded
that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor
things present nor things to come, 39  nor height nor depth, nor any other
created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

3. Philippians 4:13  I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

IV. By the power of the Holy Spirit.

A. Some think that the power of positive thinking will provide hope.

1. I love the one scene in Jamanji when the woman is listening to these
positive thinking tapes and she pulls up to the stop sign as the tape says,
“Remember things are never beyond your control.” When all a once all
these wild animals come running down the road.

2. It is not a matter of giving yourself a good talk or anything like that.

3. Hope comes by the power of the Holy Spirit.

B. The Holy Spirit in us changes us dramatically.

1. As we give place to the Holy Spirit we give place to hope.

C. Breakthrough
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1. We went to see the movie Breakthrough and if you want to see a movie of
hope and trust in God, then go see this one.

2. I read many reviews of the movie Breakthrough that I referred to ealier.

a. One said the movie shows the power of a mother’s love.

b. Another said that it showed the power of prayer.

c. There is an idea that prayer works regardless of who the prayers are
addressed.

d. That just people having good feelings toward others can heal them.

e. But the truth is that it showed the power of God.

D. John 15: 1 ¶  “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2  “Every
branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears
fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3  “You are already clean because of
the word which I have spoken to you. 4  “Abide in Me, and I in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you,
unless you abide in Me. 5  “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in
Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.
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