
Paul's Ministry
Romans 15:14-21 (NKJV) 

14  Now I myself am confident concerning you, my brethren, that you also are full of goodness,
filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another. 15  Nevertheless, brethren, I have
written more boldly to you on some points, as reminding you, because of the grace given to me
by God, 16  that I might be a minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of
God, that the offering of the Gentiles might be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 17 
Therefore I have reason to glory in Christ Jesus in the things which pertain to God. 18  For I will
not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ has not accomplished through me, in word
and deed, to make the Gentiles obedient-- 19  in mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the
Spirit of God, so that from Jerusalem and round about to Illyricum I have fully preached the
gospel of Christ. 20  And so I have made it my aim to preach the gospel, not where Christ was
named, lest I should build on another man's foundation, 21  but as it is written: "To whom He
was not announced, they shall see; And those who have not heard shall understand." 

Paul comes to a personal note in the book.

He talks some about what this all means to him, and his ministry.

We learn one thing in this passage that we do not learn anywhere else about Paul’s ministry and
that is that he had preached in Illyricum.

An almost forgotten place in today’s world.

But still Paul had taken the good news of Jesus Christ to even those people.

So let us look at this passage to understand more fully what Paul’s ministry was all about.

I. The object of Paul’s ministry was to bring the gospel the the Gentiles.

A. That I might be a minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel
of God, that the offering of the Gentiles might be acceptable, sanctified by the
Holy Spirit. 

1. Romans 1:14 (NKJV) 14  I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians,
both to wise and to unwise. 

2. 1 Corinthians 9:16 (NKJV) 16  For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to
boast of, for necessity is laid upon me; yes, woe is me if I do not preach
the gospel! 

B. It was a ministry given to him by grace

1.  because of the grace given to me by God v-15

2. This ministry was not Paul’s work but God’s work.

3. He had been entrusted with this great ministry.
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II. His ministry was to confirm the Gentiles in their faith.

A. that the offering of the Gentiles might be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit

B. 14  Now I myself am confident concerning you, my brethren, that you also are full
of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another. 15 
Nevertheless, brethren, I have written more boldly to you on some points, as
reminding you, because of the grace given to me by God, 

1. If God was really working in the world to convert the Gentiles then they
should be taught by God and able to teach others.

2. The proof of conversion is the continued work of God’s Spirit within us.

3. So Paul trusted that God had changed their lives and he was not trying to
convince unconverted people.

4. But still Paul knew that even God’s children can stumble and be led astray
at least for a time, so he spoke to them boldly knowing that God would use
His word to keep them.

5. 1 Peter 1:5  who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation
ready to be revealed in the last time.

III. This he accomplished with signs and wonders.

A. All ministry must be in the power of God.

1. We of ourselves cannot convert a soul.

2. That is something that only God can do.

3. We are shut up to our dependance on the power of the Holy Spirit.

4. That is the evidence of the truthfulness of the gospel message.

a. 1 Corinthians 1:18  For the preaching of the cross is to them that
perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of
God.

b. Mark 10:25  “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” 26  And
they were greatly astonished, saying among themselves, “Who then
can be saved?” 27  But Jesus looked at them and said, “With men
it is impossible, but not with God; for with God all things are
possible.”

B. But because Paul was in the beginning of the gospel, before we had the completed
word of God, God gave his special powers as He did the other apostles.

C.
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IV. He made it his practice to not go where someone else had already established churches.

A. There were plenty of places that had no gospel witness.

B. Paul had been called to pioneer missions.

C. But even in American there are plenty of people today who have never heard the
true gospel.

D. This may be one of the reason for Paul not going to Rome.

1. The gospel message was well planted there.

2. A church had been established and was doing quite well.

3. Yet because of Paul’s calling to the Gentiles he had a unique message.

4. And his theology was given to him directly from God.

But Paul did have plans to go to Rome when he had delivered the gift to the church at Jerusalem.

They he was going to Spain where the gospel had not yet been preached it seems.

Paul was not one to stop in this great task assigned to him by the Lord.

What about you and your ministry.

Everyone of God’s children have a ministry.

Who does God intend on you giving the gospel to?
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