
Ministering to the Saints
Romans 15:22-29 (NKJV) 

22  For this reason I also have been much hindered from coming to you. 23  But now no longer
having a place in these parts, and having a great desire these many years to come to you, 24 
whenever I journey to Spain, I shall come to you. For I hope to see you on my journey, and to be
helped on my way there by you, if first I may enjoy your company for a while. 25  But now I am
going to Jerusalem to minister to the saints. 26  For it pleased those from Macedonia and Achaia
to make a certain contribution for the poor among the saints who are in Jerusalem. 27  It pleased
them indeed, and they are their debtors. For if the Gentiles have been partakers of their spiritual
things, their duty is also to minister to them in material things. 28  Therefore, when I have
performed this and have sealed to them this fruit, I shall go by way of you to Spain. 29  But I
know that when I come to you, I shall come in the fullness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ. 

Paul had the same problem that we do. There was only one of him and he had to make decisions
as what was best to do next.

Although he had a desire to come to Rome he was pressed into service in other parts of the world
where the gospel had not yet been preached.

But now he is seriously considering to go to Rome also.

So let us see how the mind and heart of Paul works in his ministry to the saints.

I. Paul had a plan.

A. Paul had long range plans.

B. He always took into account the will of God.

1. Paul would indeed go to Rome but not as he thought.

2. He would be arrested in Jerusalem and spend 2 years in a jail in Caesarea
before God brought him to Rome.

C. He understood that God may not do things our way so he was always encouraged
even when it seemed things were getting worse.

1. Think of the shipwreck.

2. Paul encouraged the others.

II. But he must first take the offering to the poor among the saints in Jerusalem.

A. What was the problem in Jerusalem?

1. There is some discussion about this but some think that as the church
participated in voluntary limited communism after they had sold off
possessions and having more poor people than rich they soon began to be
in want and with source of income since the had cashed in their
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possessions.

2. C. H. Dodd, in his commentary on Romans, suggests that the system of
Christian communism that the early church established in Jerusalem had
contributed significantly to its poverty: “The Jerusalem church contained
from the beginning many poor and few rich. Filled with a sense of their
unity as ‘brethren,’ they instituted a system of partial and voluntary
communism. But they carried it out in the economically disastrous way of
realizing capital and distributing it as income (Acts 2:44, 45; 4:34–5:5). So
far as we can gather, no practical steps were taken to replace the capital
thus dissipated; and when hard times came, the community had no
reserves of any kind.”  James Montgomery Boice, Romans: The New
Humanity, vol. 4 (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1991–), 1878.

3. Now it was no doubt also because of the persecution of the church and
finally of the Jews by the Romans.

B. Notice how Paul has taken this to heart.

1. At the Jerusalem council.

a. Galatians 2:9–10 (NKJV) 9 and when James, Cephas, and John,
who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that had been given
to me, they gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship,
that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.
10 They desired only that we should remember the poor, the very
thing which I also was eager to do.

b. James 2:15–17 (NKJV) 15 If a brother or sister is naked and
destitute of daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Depart in
peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not give them the things
which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 17 Thus also
faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.

c. God had placed this burden on Paul and he had made it his aim to
collect an offering from the Gentiles to bring to the poor Jerusalem
saints.

2. Paul had enlisted the help of other Gentile churches.

a. 26  For it pleased those from Macedonia and Achaia to make a
certain contribution for the poor among the saints who are in
Jerusalem. 

b. 2 Corinthians 9:1–8  Now concerning the ministering to the saints,
it is superfluous for me to write to you; 2 for I know your
willingness, about which I boast of you to the Macedonians, that
Achaia was ready a year ago; and your zeal has stirred up the
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majority. 3 Yet I have sent the brethren, lest our boasting of you
should be in vain in this respect, that, as I said, you may be ready;
4 lest if some Macedonians come with me and find you
unprepared, we (not to mention you!) should be ashamed of this
confident boasting. 5 Therefore I thought it necessary to exhort the
brethren to go to you ahead of time, and prepare your generous gift
beforehand, which you had previously promised, that it may be
ready as a matter of generosity and not as a grudging obligation.

6 But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly,
and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 So let
each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of
necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to
make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all
sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good
work.

3. I think here of Frances Ridley Havergal, who wrote lines we often sing
with little understanding or commitment:

    Take my silver and my gold,
Not a mite would I withhold.

Those lines were autobiographical. That is, Frances Havergal did what she
described. We know from her writings left behind at her death that at the
time she wrote those words she sent to the Church Missionary Society all
her gold and silver jewelry, including a jewel chest she described as being
fit for a countess. She wrote to a close friend, “I don’t need to tell you that
I never packed a box with such pleasure.” That is a joy generous Christians
recognize. They know that joy leads to generous giving, as 2 Corinthians
teaches. It is enhanced by it.  James Montgomery Boice, Romans: The
New Humanity, vol. 4 (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1991–),
1882.

III. Some saints have obligations to other saints.

A. The Gentiles had received their spiritual blessings as a result of that first church.

B. Think of all the believers that have come before you who held faithfully to the
truth of the gospel so that you and I could have it today.

C. Also think of the idea that we must pass it to the next generation.

D. So there is this idea that those who receive spiritual blessings should dispense
material blessings to those from whom they have received spiritual blessings.

1. Galatians 6: 6  Let him who is taught the word share in all good things
with him who teaches.
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2. Notice what he says in the next verse.

3. Galatians 6: 7  Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a
man sows, that he will also reap. 8  For he who sows to his flesh will of
the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit
reap everlasting life. 9  And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in
due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. 10  Therefore, as we have
opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the
household of faith.

I hope you have plans for your life.

Always be open to God changing your plans.

When it comes to giving, give to the poor, especially poor saints.

Give also to Christian work when the gospel is faithfully presented.
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