
Paul’s Prayer Request
Romans 15:30-33 

30  Now I beg you, brethren, through the Lord Jesus Christ, and through the love of the Spirit,
that you strive together with me in prayers to God for me, 31  that I may be delivered from those
in Judea who do not believe, and that my service for Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints,
32  that I may come to you with joy by the will of God, and may be refreshed together with you.
33  Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen. 

As Paul considers that he will be soon going to Jerusalem with this offering and that the saints in
Rome want him to come by Rome, he calls on them to pray for him.

Now we all need prayer and we all need to pray for one another.

The number of passages in the Scriptures that call on us to pray are very numerous.

And Paul often requested that the saints pray for him.

Ephesians 6:19-20 (NKJV) 19  and for me, that utterance may be given to me, that I may open
my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel, 20  for which I am an ambassador in
chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 

Colossians 4:3-4 (NKJV) 3  meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us a door for
the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains, 4  that I may make it
manifest, as I ought to speak. 

1 Thessalonians 5:25 (NKJV) 25  Brethren, pray for us. 

2 Thessalonians 3:1-2 (NKJV) 1  Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may run
swiftly and be glorified, just as it is with you, 2  and that we may be delivered from unreasonable
and wicked men; for not all have faith. 

Philemon 1:22 (NKJV) 22  But, meanwhile, also prepare a guest room for me, for I trust that
through your prayers I shall be granted to you. 

No one had a closer relationship with the Father than Jesus but we find Him often in prayer.

Many times rising early while the disciples slept and going off to pray.

If Jesus felt a need, a desire to pray, how much more should we?

I. “Now I beg you”

A. This is strong language.

1. Most newer translations in trying to reflect what Paul is saying here
translate it, “I urge you.”

2. Usually we do not urge people to pray for us.

3. We use that term for important things.
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a. Such as health issues.

b. Or financial issues.

c. Or maybe life and death issues.

4. But this was a life and death issue as we will see.

B. This term is found in Matthew 8:5 where the centurion pleaded with Jesus that He
would heal his servant.

1. Matthew 8:5 (NKJV) 5  Now when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a
centurion came to Him, pleading with Him, 

C. It is also found in Matthew 14: 35  And when the men of that place recognized
Him, they sent out into all that surrounding region, brought to Him all who were
sick, 36  and begged Him that they might only touch the hem of His garment. And
as many as touched it were made perfectly well.

II. Paul is looking to the trinity to motivate them to pray.

A. through the Lord Jesus Christ, 

B. and through the love of the Spirit, 

1. Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the
love of the Spirit—not the love that the Spirit bears to us, but the love we
have for the Spirit because he kindles in the hearts of believers love for
one another.  J.D. Douglas and Philip W. Comfort, ed., New Commentary
on the Whole Bible – New Testament: Based on the Classic Commentary
of Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown, (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House
Publishers, 1990), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Chapter 15".

C. that you strive together with me in prayers to God for me

III. How does he describe this prayer effort.

A. that you strive together 

1. Paul is not looking for a formal and tepid prayer but for a wholehearted
involvement, which he describes in terms of conflict: to join me in my
struggle. Leon Morris, The Pillar New Testament Commentary – The
Epistle to the Romans, (MI: William B. Eerdmans, Grand Rapids),
WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 523.

2. The Greek term sunagonisasthai ("to strive together with him") was often
used in connection with athletic events where a team had to put forth a
great, concerted action. Though the Roman believers could not be
physically with Paul, they could join his efforts through prayer.  Bruce B.
Barton, David R. Veerman, Neil Wilson, Life Application Bible
Commentary – Romans, (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale, 1992), WORDsearch
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CROSS e-book, 283.

3. This is the same word to describe the prayer of Jesus in the garden.

a. Luke 22:44 (NKJV) 44  And being in agony, He prayed more
earnestly. Then His sweat became like great drops of blood falling
down to the ground. 

IV. What should they pray for.

A. What people think there needs are and what they really are may not be the same.

B.  31  that I may be delivered from those in Judea who do not believe, 

1. Paul knew that he was in danger when he went to Jerusalem but he went
anyway.

2. Acts 20:22-24 (NKJV) 22  And see, now I go bound in the spirit to
Jerusalem, not knowing the things that will happen to me there, 23  except
that the Holy Spirit testifies in every city, saying that chains and
tribulations await me. 24  But none of these things move me; nor do I
count my life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, and the
ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of
the grace of God. 

3. Acts 21:27-36 (NKJV) 27  Now when the seven days were almost ended,
the Jews from Asia, seeing him in the temple, stirred up the whole crowd
and laid hands on him, 28  crying out, "Men of Israel, help! This is the
man who teaches all men everywhere against the people, the law, and this
place; and furthermore he also brought Greeks into the temple and has
defiled this holy place." 29  (For they had previously seen Trophimus the
Ephesian with him in the city, whom they supposed that Paul had brought
into the temple.) 30  And all the city was disturbed; and the people ran
together, seized Paul, and dragged him out of the temple; and immediately
the doors were shut. 31  Now as they were seeking to kill him, news came
to the commander of the garrison that all Jerusalem was in an uproar. 32 
He immediately took soldiers and centurions, and ran down to them. And
when they saw the commander and the soldiers, they stopped beating Paul.
33  Then the commander came near and took him, and commanded him to
be bound with two chains; and he asked who he was and what he had
done. 34  And some among the multitude cried one thing and some
another. So when he could not ascertain the truth because of the tumult, he
commanded him to be taken into the barracks. 35  When he reached the
stairs, he had to be carried by the soldiers because of the violence of the
mob. 36  For the multitude of the people followed after, crying out, "Away
with him!" 

4. Why would God lead Paul into a place where he would be in danger?
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a. Although his life in endangered yet God protected him and spoiled
the plans of those who wanted to kill Paul.

b. The two years that Paul spent in Caesarea allowed Luke to do some
first hand interviews for a new book he was planning to write.

c. There is always a reason or at least God will overcome evil to bring
about good.

C. That my service for Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints, 

1. Here is an interesting concept, that the saints might not accept Paul gift of
love for the poor.

2. The Christian Judaizers were no doubt stirring up the saints against Paul
and his gospel.

3. Paul was afraid that they would take the offering as a insult rather than as a
gift out of love.

D. 32  that I may come to you with joy by the will of God

1. Of course all of this would affect whether or not he would be able to
complete the journey back to them.

The greatest gift we can give a fellow believer is that of prayer. "Pray one for another" (James
5:16). If you cannot help another to meet his need, whatever it may be, you can perform a
beautiful ministry by praying with and for him.  Thoralf Gilbrant, ed., The Complete Biblical
Library – Romans-Corinthians, (Springfield, IL: World Library Press, Inc., 1988), WORDsearch
CROSS e-book, 241.
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