
A Father Loyal to the Lord
1 Kings 15:11-14 (NKJV) 

 11  Asa did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, as did his father David. 12  And he
banished the perverted persons from the land, and removed all the idols that his fathers had
made. 13  Also he removed Maachah his grandmother from being queen mother, because she had
made an obscene image of Asherah. And Asa cut down her obscene image and burned it by the
Brook Kidron. 14  But the high places were not removed. Nevertheless Asa's heart was loyal to
the LORD all his days.

The accounts of the kings of Israel and Judah are quite sparse in all reality.

The books of the Kings are more involved with the kings of Israel while Chronicles is more
concerned with Judah.

In our text this morning we have Asa the third king of the divided kingdom.

His father Abijah only ruled a short time.

And the first two kings of the divided kingdom where not good kings.

How Asa came to be so good we do not know except he was quite young when he began to reign.

I. His first great challenge, the million man army from the south.

A. His prayer.

1. 2 Chronicles 14:11 (NKJV) 11  And Asa cried out to the LORD his God,
and said, "LORD, it is nothing for You to help, whether with many or with
those who have no power; help us, O LORD our God, for we rest on You,
and in Your name we go against this multitude. O LORD, You are our
God; do not let man prevail against You!" 

B. His victory

1. 2 Chronicles 14: 12  So the LORD struck the Ethiopians before Asa and
Judah, and the Ethiopians fled. 13  And Asa and the people who were with
him pursued them to Gerar. So the Ethiopians were overthrown, and they
could not recover, for they were broken before the LORD and His army.
And they carried away very much spoil.

C. His blessing

1. 2 Chronicles 15:1   Now the Spirit of God came upon Azariah the son of
Oded. 2  And he went out to meet Asa, and said to him: “Hear me, Asa,
and all Judah and Benjamin. The LORD is with you while you are with
Him. If you seek Him, He will be found by you; but if you forsake Him,
He will forsake you.

II. His loyalty to the Lord
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A. His reforms

1. 2 Chronicles 15:8   And when Asa heard these words and the prophecy of
Oded the prophet, he took courage, and removed the abominable idols
from all the land of Judah and Benjamin and from the cities which he had
taken in the mountains of Ephraim; and he restored the altar of the LORD
that was before the vestibule of the LORD. 9  Then he gathered all Judah
and Benjamin, and those who dwelt with them from Ephraim, Manasseh,
and Simeon, for they came over to him in great numbers from Israel when
they saw that the LORD his God was with him. 10  So they gathered
together at Jerusalem in the third month, in the fifteenth year of the reign
of Asa. 11  And they offered to the LORD at that time seven hundred bulls
and seven thousand sheep from the spoil they had brought. 12  Then they
entered into a covenant to seek the LORD God of their fathers with all
their heart and with all their soul; 13  and whoever would not seek the
LORD God of Israel was to be put to death, whether small or great,
whether man or woman. 14  Then they took an oath before the LORD with
a loud voice, with shouting and trumpets and rams’ horns. 15  And all
Judah rejoiced at the oath, for they had sworn with all their heart and
sought Him with all their soul; and He was found by them, and the LORD
gave them rest all around.

2. 1 Kings 15:12  And he banished the perverted persons from the land, and
removed all the idols that his fathers had made. 

B. He even stood up against the evil of his own grandmother.

1. 2 Chronicles 15:16  Also he removed Maachah, the mother of Asa the
king, from being queen mother, because she had made an obscene image
of Asherah; and Asa cut down her obscene image, then crushed and
burned it by the Brook Kidron.

III. Asa’s downfall toward the end of his life.

A. The challenge of Baasha

1. 2 Chronicles16:1  In the thirty-sixth year of the reign of Asa, Baasha king
of Israel came up against Judah and built Ramah, that he might let none go
out or come in to Asa king of Judah.

B. His failure of not seeking the Lord as he had done earlier in life.

1. 2 Chronicles16:2  Then Asa brought silver and gold from the treasuries of
the house of the LORD and of the king’s house, and sent to Ben-Hadad
king of Syria, who dwelt in Damascus, saying, 3  “Let there be a treaty
between you and me, as there was between my father and your father.
Here, I have sent you silver and gold; come, break your treaty with Baasha
king of Israel, so that he will withdraw from me.” 4  So Ben-Hadad heeded
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King Asa, and sent the captains of his armies against the cities of Israel.
They attacked Ijon, Dan, Abel Maim, and all the storage cities of Naphtali.
5  Now it happened, when Baasha heard it, that he stopped building
Ramah and ceased his work.

C. The judgment

1. 2 Chronicles16:7   And at that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of
Judah, and said to him: “Because you have relied on the king of Syria, and
have not relied on the LORD your God, therefore the army of the king of
Syria has escaped from your hand. 8  “Were the Ethiopians and the Lubim
not a huge army with very many chariots and horsemen? Yet, because you
relied on the LORD, He delivered them into your hand. 9  “For the eyes of
the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself
strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him. In this you have
done foolishly; therefore from now on you shall have wars.” 10  Then Asa
was angry with the seer, and put him in prison, for he was enraged at him
because of this. And Asa oppressed some of the people at that time. 11 
Note that the acts of Asa, first and last, are indeed written in the book of
the kings of Judah and Israel. 12  And in the thirty-ninth year of his reign,
Asa became diseased in his feet, and his malady was severe; yet in his
disease he did not seek the LORD, but the physicians. 13  So Asa rested
with his fathers; he died in the forty-first year of his reign.

Many a man begins well. But in the course of life he becomes lax rather than loyal in regards to
the Lord.

I remember listening to Vance Havner just a few years before he died. He said his prayer we that
he might finish well and not destroy all that he had accomplished for God.

I heard someone on the radio this week preaching on how just 20 minutes of sin can undue a
whole life dedicated to God.

15:2 Abijam's mother was Maachah of the house of Absalom (or Abishalom as spelled here; cf. 2
Chr 11:20). The name suggests a pagan background, and Maachah is specifically said to have
been a worshiper of the Canaanite goddess Asherah (v. 13). While this party was in power, pagan
rites, including sacred prostitution and homosexuality, flourished (vv. 12, 13).  W.A. Criswell,
ed., The Believer's Study Bible, (Nashvill, TN: Thomas Nelson, 1991), WORDsearch CROSS
e-book, Under: "1 Kings".
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