
Getting Right With God
Proverbs 14:34 (NKJV) 

34  Righteousness exalts a nation, But sin is a reproach to any people. 

This Sunday before the celebration of the birth of our country I draw on an old and well favored
verse from Proverbs.

Righteousness exalts a nation, But sin is a reproach to any people.

As we saw in our Father’s Day message we see that the way in which a people keep the word of
God will affect their end.

As long as the king of Israel kept the commandments of the Lord the nation was blessed. But
whenever they turned away from Him there was calamity upon them.

Ezekiel 22:4  “You have become guilty by the blood which you have shed, and have defiled
yourself with the idols which you have made. You have caused your days to draw near, and have
come to the end of your years; therefore I have made you a reproach to the nations, and a
mockery to all countries.

Where did it all begin? Let’s look to the book of Judges.

Judges 2:6-10 (NKJV) 

6  And when Joshua had dismissed the people, the children of Israel went each to his own
inheritance to possess the land. 7  So the people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all
the days of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great works of the LORD which
He had done for Israel. 8  Now Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died when he
was one hundred and ten years old. 9  And they buried him within the border of his inheritance at
Timnath Heres, in the mountains of Ephraim, on the north side of Mount Gaash. 10  When all
that generation had been gathered to their fathers, another generation arose after them who did
not know the LORD nor the work which He had done for Israel.

I. Righteousness exalts a nation, 

A. What is righteousness and what does it look like?

1. It is to obey the Lord and to do His will.

a. Deuteronomy 4:6 (NKJV) 6  Therefore be careful to observe them;
for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the
peoples who will hear all these statutes, and say, 'Surely this great
nation is a wise and understanding people.' 

b. All of the good kings of Judah followed the Lord’s command.

c. Asa, Jehoshaphat, Joash, Amaziah, Jotham, Hezekiah, Josiah, only
8 out of 19 kings were described as good.
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2. We have developed our own way of righteousness that is far from His
way.

a. What we tolerate we will soon accept and finally embrace. Then
we persecute all who embrace what was once normal.

b. It is not that we have always done what was right in this nation.

c. For slavery is just as wrong as abortion.

d. Passing laws and ordinances cannot change the morality of an
action.

e. When the Dred-Scott decision was handed down by the supreme
court this appeared in a southern paper.

(1) “The Southern opinion upon the subject of Southern
slavery,” trumpeted one Georgia newspaper, “is now the
supreme law of the land,” and opposition to it is “morally
treason against the Government.”
https://www.britannica.com/event/Dred-Scott-decision 

3. If righteousness exalts and sin degrades heathen nations, how much more
must this be the case with God’s own people, who have clearer revelations
and heavier responsibilities! H. D. M. Spence-Jones, ed., Proverbs, The
Pulpit Commentary (London; New York: Funk & Wagnalls Company,
1909), 277.

B. How does it exalt a nation?

1. Deuteronomy 28:1 (NKJV) 1  "Now it shall come to pass, if you diligently
obey the voice of the LORD your God, to observe carefully all His
commandments which I command you today, that the LORD your God
will set you high above all nations of the earth. 

2. Deuteronomy 28:13  “And the LORD will make you the head and not the
tail; you shall be above only, and not be beneath, if you heed the
commandments of the LORD your God, which I command you today, and
are careful to observe them.

3. Deuteronomy 26:19 (NKJV) 19  and that He will set you high above all
nations which He has made, in praise, in name, and in honor, and that you
may be a holy people to the LORD your God, just as He has spoken."

4. Proverbs 13:6 (NKJV)  6 Righteousness guards him whose way is
blameless, But wickedness overthrows the sinner.

5. Proverbs 11:11 (NKJV) 11 By the blessing of the upright the city is
exalted, But it is overthrown by the mouth of the wicked.
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6. Israel's history proves this: their periods of prosperity and victory were
those in which they followed the example of a godly king, such as David,
Solomon and Hezekiah. Defeat and recession occurred when kings like
Rehoboam and Manasseh led the people off the rails.  Eric Lane, Focus on
the Bible Commentary – Proverbs, (Great Britain: Christian Focus
Publications, 2000), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 172.

7. The history of the last four centuries before Christ shows how these
prophecies were fulfilled in the fall of the great empires: Assyria, Egypt,
Babylon, Persia and Greece. The course of the world's history from then
till now is much the same. Nations based on freedom, justice and morality
flourish, whereas those which decline into sin fall into disgrace. Today we
tend to judge greatness by a nation's economy or defence, hence our
categories of 'First' and 'Third World'. God has a different standard, which
it would be wise to follow and foolish to ignore. Eric Lane, Focus on the
Bible Commentary – Proverbs, (Great Britain: Christian Focus
Publications, 2000), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 172.

II. But sin is a reproach to any people

A. What is sin?

1. Sin is the breaking of the Lord’s commands.

2. It is any departure from the will of God.

3. In order for a nation to be great, its leaders and people must have upright,
moral characters known for their righteousness. Corruption, graft, bribery,
“dirty tricks,” scandal, and all forms of civil unrighteousness bring
disgrace to a country.  William MacDonald, Believer’s Bible Commentary:
Old and New Testaments, ed. Arthur Farstad (Nashville: Thomas Nelson,
1995), 828.

B. How does it bring reproach, shame upon a people.

1. Sin leads to spiritual blindness and a heart that is hardened by sin.

2. Romans 1:18-31 (NKJV) 18  For the wrath of God is revealed from
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress
the truth in unrighteousness, 19  because what may be known of God is
manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 20  For since the creation
of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by
the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they
are without excuse, 21  because, although they knew God, they did not
glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts,
and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22  Professing to be wise, they
became fools, 23  and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an
image made like corruptible man--and birds and four-footed animals and
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creeping things. 24  Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in
the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, 25 
who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the
creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 26  For this
reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women
exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. 27  Likewise also the
men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one
another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in
themselves the penalty of their error which was due. 28  And even as they
did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a
debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting; 29  being filled
with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness,
maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they
are whisperers, 30  backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters,
inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31  undiscerning,
untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; 

3. Jeremiah 18:7-10 (NKJV)   7  The instant I speak concerning a nation and
concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, to pull down, and to destroy it, 8  if
that nation against whom I have spoken turns from its evil, I will relent of
the disaster that I thought to bring upon it. 9  And the instant I speak
concerning a nation and concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it, 10 
if it does evil in My sight so that it does not obey My voice, then I will
relent concerning the good with which I said I would benefit it. 

History is the perpetual illustration of what is declared in this proverb. Nations, like individuals,
are judged according to their ways. No country that forsook the path of national righteousness
has prospered long. When pride and vanity, coupled with greed and cruelty, have been in control,
the hour of humbling was not far away. Israel will ever be the great object-lesson for all people.
When the Word of God was esteemed and His will honored, they prospered. When sin and
neglect of God triumphed, they became a reproach. He was right who said, "Israel is the pillar of
salt to the nations, crying to all people, 'Remember!'"

H. A. Ironside, H. A. Ironside Commentary – Proverbs, (San Diego, CA: Horizon Press, 1908),
WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Proverbs 14".

Isaiah 59:3  For your hands are defiled with blood, And your fingers with iniquity; Your lips have
spoken lies, Your tongue has muttered perversity.

Lamentations 4:14  They wandered blind in the streets; They have defiled themselves with blood,
So that no one would touch their garments.

Ezekiel 36:18  “Therefore I poured out My fury on them for the blood they had shed on the land,
and for their idols with which they had defiled it.
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