
The Community of God
Romans 16:1-16 (NKJV)

 
  1 I commend to you Phoebe our sister, who is a servant of the church in Cenchrea, 2  that you
may receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the saints, and assist her in whatever business
she has need of you; for indeed she has been a helper of many and of myself also. 3  Greet
Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, 4  who risked their own necks for my
life, to whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles. 5  Likewise greet
the church that is in their house. Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who is the firstfruits of Achaia to
Christ. 6  Greet Mary, who labored much for us. 7  Greet Andronicus and Junia, my countrymen
and my fellow prisoners, who are of note among the apostles, who also were in Christ before me.
8  Greet Amplias, my beloved in the Lord. 9  Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker in Christ, and
Stachys, my beloved. 10  Greet Apelles, approved in Christ. Greet those who are of the
household of Aristobulus. 11  Greet Herodion, my countryman. Greet those who are of the
household of Narcissus who are in the Lord. 12  Greet Tryphena and Tryphosa, who have labored
in the Lord. Greet the beloved Persis, who labored much in the Lord. 13  Greet Rufus, chosen in
the Lord, and his mother and mine. 14  Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermas, Patrobas, Hermes,
and the brethren who are with them. 15  Greet Philologus and Julia, Nereus and his sister, and
Olympas, and all the saints who are with them. 16  Greet one another with a holy kiss. The
churches of Christ greet you. 

Paul here begins to list about 26 different people that he wants to mention in these final
paragraphs.

Most of them are men some might be husband and wife. But the first is that of a woman.

It is believed that Phoebe was a wealthy business lady who was going to traveling to Rome.

It was to her that Paul intrusts this wonderful book of Romans.

Can one woman make that big of a difference.

The lady that ran the youth program for Area1 had a marvelous program. She began it and by the
time I got involved she had raised up a group of dedicated young people that took care of all the
details.

Sometimes it takes an dedicated person to be the driving force to make things happen.

I. I commend to you Phoebe our sister, 

A. Commend

1. People did a good deal of traveling in the first-century Roman empire and,
since they often went to places where people they knew had friends, used
letters of commendation. There are references to them in the New
Testament (cf. Acts 18:27; 2 Cor. 3:1; 8:18-24; 3 John 9-10).  Leon
Morris, The Pillar New Testament Commentary – The Epistle to the
Romans, (MI: William B. Eerdmans, Grand Rapids), WORDsearch
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CROSS e-book, 527.

B. Phoebe our sister.

1. Paul considers all of the saints as making up the family of God.

2. As such we are to receive one another, Romans 15:7  Therefore receive
one another, just as Christ also received us, to the glory of God. 

II. Who is a servant of the church in Cenchrea, 

A. Servant 

1. Translates diakonos, the term from which we get deacon. The Greek word
here is neuter and was used in the church as a general term for servant
before the offices of deacon and deaconess were developed. It is used of
the household servants who drew the water that Jesus turned into wine
(John 2:5, 9), and Paul has used the term earlier in this letter (Rom. 13:4,
twice) to refer to secular government as "a minister of God to you for
good" and even of Christ as "a servant to the circumcision," that is, to Jews
(15:8). When diakonos obviously refers to a church office, it is usually
transliterated as "deacon" (see, e.g., Phil. 1:1; 1 Tim. 3:10, 13).  John
MacArthur, MacArthur New Testament Commentary – Romans 9-16,
(Chicago: Moody Press, 1994), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 360.

2. During the first few centuries of the church, the role of a woman servant
(diakonos) was to care for fellow believers who were sick, for the poor, for
strangers passing through, and for the imprisoned. They also were
responsible for helping baptize and disciple new women converts and to
instruct children and other women.  John MacArthur, MacArthur New
Testament Commentary – Romans 9-16, (Chicago: Moody Press, 1994),
WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 360.

3. 1 Timothy 5:9  Do not let a widow under sixty years old be taken into the
number, and not unless she has been the wife of one man, 10  well
reported for good works: if she has brought up children, if she has lodged
strangers, if she has washed the saints’ feet, if she has relieved the
afflicted, if she has diligently followed every good work.

4. servant of the church, it is not meant she was a deaconness, or one of the
college of widows, of whom he speaketh, 1 Timothy 5:9. But she served
the church, in harbouring and succouring the saints that were driven out of
their country; yea, as appears by the next verse, she was a succourer of the
ministers of the gospel, and of the apostle himself. We read, Luke 8:3, of
some that ministered unto the Lord of their substance;  there the same
word is used. And this Phebe seems to have been employed in the same
works; she ministered unto Paul as Onesiphorus did, 2 Timothy 1:18; there
the same word is used again. Poole
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III. That you may receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the saints, 

A. And assist her in whatever business she has need of you; 

1. We do not know what that might be, maybe business or maybe some
ministry she has dedicated her life too.

B. For indeed she has been a helper of many and of myself also. 

1. Paul does not give details but assures them that he knows her well and
whatever she has in mind will be beneficial to many others.

IV.  3  Greet Priscilla and Aquila, 

A. my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, 

1.  This Aquila was a Jew of Pontus, and by occupation a tent-maker: with
him the apostle Paul abode and wrought at Corinth, Acts 18:2,3. Though
Claudius the emperor had commanded the Jews to depart from Rome, yet
now, it seems, they were returned thither again; possibly, because Claudius
was dead, or because that severe edict was relaxed. Poole

B. 4  who risked their own necks for my life, 

1. Following the example of Christ to lay down one’s life for another.

2. 1 John 3:16  By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us.
And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.

C. to whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles. 

D. 5  Likewise greet the church that is in their house.

V. Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who is the firstfruits of Achaia to Christ. 

VI. 6  Greet Mary, who labored much for us. 

VII. 7  Greet Andronicus 

VIII. and Junia, my countrymen and my fellow prisoners, who are of note among the apostles,
who also were in Christ before me. 

IX. 8  Greet Amplias, my beloved in the Lord. 

X. 9  Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker in Christ, 

XI. and Stachys, my beloved. 

XII. 10  Greet Apelles, approved in Christ. 

XIII. Greet those who are of the household of Aristobulus. 

XIV. 11  Greet Herodion, my countryman. 

XV. Greet those who are of the household of Narcissus who are in the Lord. 
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XVI. 12  Greet Tryphena 

XVII. and Tryphosa, who have labored in the Lord. 

XVIII. Greet the beloved Persis, who labored much in the Lord. 

XIX. 13  Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother and mine. 

XX. 14  Greet Asyncritus, 

XXI. Phlegon, 

XXII. Hermas, 

XXIII. Patrobas, 

XXIV. Hermes, and the brethren who are with them. 

XXV. 15  Greet Philologus 

XXVI. and Julia, 

What does this all say?

It says that Paul was not alone, but had many friends, fellow believers who were willing to serve,
suffer and be faithful.
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