
Those Who Cause Divisions 
Romans 16:17-20 (NKJV) 

17 Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the
doctrine which you learned, and avoid them. 18  For those who are such do not serve our Lord
Jesus Christ, but their own belly, and by smooth words and flattering speech deceive the hearts of
the simple. 19  For your obedience has become known to all. Therefore I am glad on your behalf;
but I want you to be wise in what is good, and simple concerning evil. 20  And the God of peace
will crush Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen. 

As we have seen in other places the Bible speaks quite harshly toward those who would divide
the people of God with teaching contrary to that of the Bible.

It has always been this way and will not doubt continue.

Jesus said that there would be false prophets and false Christs until He returns.

At the height of the Reformation, when Martin Luther was challenging the corruptions of the
medieval church by a rediscovery of sound biblical exegesis and preaching, Pope Leo X issued a
papal bull against Luther that complained that “a wild boar is ravishing God’s vineyard.”  James
Montgomery Boice, Romans: The New Humanity, vol. 4 (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House,
1991–), 1928.

But it was not Luther who had ravished God’s vineyard but the Catholic Church herself. 

Luther was not perfect but he was far better than the Catholic’s who condemned him for sedition.

I was talking to a lady in the area a few months ago and I asked about where she worshiped and
how she perceived the Christian faith.

Part of her response was to tell me she was a Full Gospel believer. Now that was to say that as
she saw it she believed the full gospel but I did not.

There are dozens of Christian denominations and dozens of divisions with in those groups.

Of course the Lord is not pleased with what man has done to His vineyard. 

But for Paul this was the beginning of all of that. Let us see what he had to say.

I. Note those who cause divisions and offenses

A. I urge you.

1. It is easier to just turn a blind eye to false teaching and let it go.

2. But that is like not listening to your doctor when he tells you that you have
cancer.

3. The cancer will kill you.

4. The scripture says that a little leaven leavens the entire lump if let go.
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5. Jude  3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our
common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to
contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the
saints. 4  For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were
marked out for this condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of our
God into lewdness and deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ.

B. Contrary to the doctrine which you learned.

1. As Jude said, “The faith which was once for all delivered.”

a. God is not changing the message.

b. God is not adding to the message.

c. Newer revelation in the New Testament did not contradict the Old
Testament but brought it into greater light.

2. People today think that we Christians should catch up with the times.

3. We should throw off the shackles of past doctrine and embrace the
enlightened teaching of this present age.

4. The problem is that the enlightened teaching of this present age is nothing
less than the evil of the past that was soundly rejected by Christians for
2,000 years.

5. We are told that God does not make mistakes and that gay people are just
how God made them.

6. And we are told that God made a mistake when He made transgender
people and that they are not really who God made them to be.

7. Promiscuity and adultery are not new to this age but have been around
since the beginning and have always been disapproved by God.

C. But there are others as James Montgomery Boice explains in this section of his
commentary on Romans.

1. Special revelations. Virtually all these teachers pretend to have received
special new revelations from God. Robert Tilton built a television empire
that at its peak brought in over sixty-five million dollars a year, promising
healing to people who would covenant with him by sending in a large
financial gift. He claimed, “God showed me a vision that almost took my
breath away. I was sucked into the Spirit … and I found myself standing in
the very presence of Almighty God.… He said these words to me, exactly
these words.” At that point he introduced the plan by which he would raise
money. Fortunately, Tilton’s empire has fallen on financial hard times
since ABC’s Prime Time Live showed how his listeners’ prayer requests
were first stripped of money, then quickly disposed of in huge dumpsters.
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2. Little gods. These preachers tell their followers that they are “little gods.”
Paul Crouch said on a Trinity Broadcasting Network program, “We are
gods. I am a little god. I have his name. I am one with him.” Casey Treat,
the pastor of Seattle’s Christian Faith Center, said, “When God looks in
the mirror, he sees me! When I look in the mirror, I see God!”8 Kenneth
Hagin, another faith healer, said, “You are as much the incarnation of God
as Jesus Christ was.” Morris Cerullo said, “You’re not looking at Morris
Cerullo—you’re looking at God. You’re looking at Jesus.”10

3. A merely human Christ. Surprisingly, because it is utterly contradictory,
some of these false teachers deny that Jesus Christ is fully God. Kenneth
Copeland claims to have heard Jesus say, “I didn’t claim I was God; I just
claimed I walked with him and that he was in me.… That’s what you’re
doing.”

4. Demoting God. These teachers also limit God. Kenneth Copeland said,
“God cannot do anything for you apart or separate from faith” because
“faith is God’s source of power.” Frederick Price declared, “God has to be
given permission to work in this earth realm on behalf of man.… Yes!
You are in control!… When God gave Adam dominion, that meant God
no longer had dominion. So, God cannot do anything in this earth unless
we let him. And the way we let him or give him permission is through
prayer.”13

5. Gospel of greed. This false teaching tells people how God wants them to
get rich and how being poor is sinful. Frederick Price says, “If the Mafia
can ride around in Lincoln Continental town cars, why can’t the King’s
Kids?” Robert Tilton said, “Not only is worrying a sin, being poor is a sin
when God promises prosperity.”15 How different from the Son of Man,
who did not even have “a place to lay his head” (Matt. 8:20).

6. These quotations are enough to show how heretical the evangelists I have
just named are. Christians should be appalled at such teaching. Yet
thousands of people who consider themselves to be sincere spiritual
Christians apparently do not know that this is false, or choose to ignore it.
Otherwise they would not give these men millions of dollars or
recommend that others watch their programs.

7. James Montgomery Boice, Romans: The New Humanity, vol. 4 (Grand
Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1991–), 1931–1932. Quoting from The
Agony of Deceit, edited by Michael Scott Horton, and Christianity in
Crisis, by radio host Hank Hanegraaff.

D. Note

1. Skopeo (keep your eye on) carries the idea of looking at or observing with
intensity. It is from the noun form of that word that we get the scope in
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telescope and microscope. It means more than simply to look at, but to
examine and scrutinize carefully.  John MacArthur, MacArthur New
Testament Commentary – Romans 9-16, (Chicago: Moody Press, 1994),
WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 372.

2. Acts 20:27-32 (NKJV)  27  For I have not shunned to declare to you the
whole counsel of God. 28  Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the
flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd
the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 29  For I
know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you,
not sparing the flock. 30  Also from among yourselves men will rise up,
speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves. 31 
Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn
everyone night and day with tears. 32  So now, brethren, I commend you
to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and
give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 

3. Trouble is never far away where people are concerned. These people used
smooth and plausible speech to deceive the innocent. By pious talk and
flattering speech they attempted to seduce the minds of the unsuspecting. 
Robert H. Mounce, Romans, vol. 27, The New American Commentary
(Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1995), 279.

II. Divisions and offences

A. The ones who truly cause destructive division and disharmony, the ungodly
dissensions and hindrances about which Paul speaks here, are those who promote
and practice falsehood and unrighteousness. No institution or movement can
rightly claim unity in Christ if they are not unified in and by His Word. Whatever
spiritual unity they may have is based on the spirit of this age, which is satanic,
not godly.  John MacArthur, MacArthur New Testament Commentary – Romans
9-16, (Chicago: Moody Press, 1994), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 372.

1. Galatians 1:6 (NKJV)  6  I marvel that you are turning away so soon from
Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 

2. Galatians 1:8 (NKJV) 8  But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach
any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be
accursed. 

There have always been those who would come in among the flock but they are wolves in
sheep’s clothing. Their purpose is themselves, but they are very effective. Offering more than
God does in His word they subvert the teachings of the apostles and draw away people to
themselves. The Bible is most critical of these and we should note them and avoid them and warn
other who will hear our warning.
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