
The Blessing of Obedience
Romans 16:17-20 (NKJV) 

17 Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the
doctrine which you learned, and avoid them. 18  For those who are such do not serve our Lord
Jesus Christ, but their own belly, and by smooth words and flattering speech deceive the hearts of
the simple. 19  For your obedience has become known to all. Therefore I am glad on your behalf;
but I want you to be wise in what is good, and simple concerning evil. 20  And the God of peace
will crush Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen. 

Verse 19 sounds like verse 8 of chapter 1.

   8 ¶  First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of
throughout the whole world.

So for the Romans there were two things that were know widely of them.

Their faith and their obedience. But then both of those things are closely related to one another.

Real faith will manifest itself in obedience.

We talk quite a bit about faith today but not too much about obedience.

As matter of fact among some Christians when you talk about obedience they accuse us of being
legalistic.

I. Some Examples of Disobedience

A. Nadab and Abihu

1. Leviticus 10

2.    1 ¶  Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and
put fire in it, put incense on it, and offered profane fire before the LORD,
which He had not commanded them. 2  So fire went out from the LORD
and devoured them, and they died before the LORD.

3.     3 ¶  And Moses said to Aaron, “This is what the LORD spoke, saying:
‘By those who come near Me I must be regarded as holy; And before all
the people I must be glorified.’ ” So Aaron held his peace.

B. Moses

1. Numbers 20:12  Then the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, “Because
you did not believe Me, to hallow Me in the eyes of the children of Israel,
therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land which I have
given them.”

C. Saul

1. 1 Samuel 15:22  Then Samuel said: “Has the LORD as great delight in
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burnt offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the LORD?
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams.
23  For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, And stubbornness is as iniquity
and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, He also
has rejected you from being king.”

D. Others

1. Adam and Eve.

2. Lot and his wife.

3. The nations of Israel and Judah.

4. Exodus 20:12  “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be
long upon the land which the LORD your God is giving you.

II. The Two Sons

A. Matthew 21:28-31 (NKJV) 28  "But what do you think? A man had two sons, and
he came to the first and said, 'Son, go, work today in my vineyard.' 29  He
answered and said, 'I will not,' but afterward he regretted it and went. 30  Then he
came to the second and said likewise. And he answered and said, 'I go, sir,' but he
did not go. 31  Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said to Him,
"The first." Jesus said to them, "Assuredly, I say to you that tax collectors and
harlots enter the kingdom of God before you. 

B. Faith equals obedience. Obedience is faith in action. This is not merely a catch
phrase. It is inherent in the very root meaning of the terms for obedience. The
Greek verb for hear is akouo, and the word for obey is hupakouo. The preposition
hupo which is joined to the verb has come into our language in all of the forms
that include hypo- as a prefix. The Greek preposition hupo, which through the
Latin becomes hypo in English, is translated by our English preposition under.
Thus in a very literal sense obedience is simply under-hearing—getting under
what you have heard and doing something with it.

C. This idea is reinforced by the fact that the Greek word for disobey is this same
word to hear prefixed by the preposition para, which we know in parallel and
similar words, conveys the meaning of alongside. Therefore, under-hear is to obey
while to hear alongside is to disobey. Donald Grey Barnhouse, Expositions of
Bible Doctrines Taking the Epistle to the Romans As a Point of Departure –
Volume 10: God's Glory, (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1963),
WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 145.

D. Here we see the essentials of etymology, the truth that the Lord Jesus Christ set
forth in the parable of the two sons. . . . We may rephrase this in terms of the
words we are discussing and say that although the first son replied that he would
not go, he really under-heard his father, and went and did what he was asked. In
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the same way we say that the second son announced that he would go, but his
mind heard alongside the words of his father and he did not go. True obedience,
then, is a hearing that produces action.   Donald Grey Barnhouse, Expositions of
Bible Doctrines Taking the Epistle to the Romans As a Point of Departure –
Volume 10: God's Glory, (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1963),
WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 145.

III. Who is blessed, the child that obeys or the one who disobeys.

A. Psalm 1:1-6 (NKJV) 1  Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the
ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 2 
But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and
night. 3  He shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of water, That brings forth its
fruit in its season, Whose leaf also shall not wither; And whatever he does shall
prosper. 4  The ungodly are not so, But are like the chaff which the wind drives
away. 5  Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, Nor sinners in the
congregation of the righteous. 6  For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
But the way of the ungodly shall perish. 

B. Proverbs 8:32-36 (NKJV) 32  "Now therefore, listen to me, my children, For
blessed are those who keep my ways. 33  Hear instruction and be wise, And do
not disdain it. 34  Blessed is the man who listens to me, Watching daily at my
gates, Waiting at the posts of my doors. 35  For whoever finds me finds life, And
obtains favor from the LORD; 36  But he who sins against me wrongs his own
soul; All those who hate me love death." 

IV. What it is to obey.

A. Romans 6:16 (NKJV) 16  Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves
slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to
death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? 

B. Luke 6:36 (NKJV) 36  Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful.

C. Luke 12:40 (NKJV) 40  Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is
coming at an hour you do not expect." 

D. Romans 12:2 (NKJV) 2  And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good
and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

E. Ephesians 4:25-32 (NKJV) 25  Therefore, putting away lying, "Let each one of
you speak truth with his neighbor," for we are members of one another. 26  "Be
angry, and do not sin": do not let the sun go down on your wrath, 27  nor give
place to the devil. 28  Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him labor,
working with his hands what is good, that he may have something to give him
who has need. 29  Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is
good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers. 30  And do
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not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption. 31  Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put
away from you, with all malice. 32  And be kind to one another, tenderhearted,
forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you. 

V. To Love is to Obey

A. John 13:34-35 (NKJV) 34  A new commandment I give to you, that you love one
another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35  By this all will
know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another." 

B. John 14:15 (NKJV) 15  "If you love Me, keep My commandments. 

C. John 14:21 (NKJV) 21  He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he
who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love
him and manifest Myself to him." 

D. John 14:23-24 (NKJV) 23  Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me,
he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him
and make Our home with him. 24  He who does not love Me does not keep My
words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father's who sent Me. 

E. John 15:10 (NKJV) 10  If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My
love, just as I have kept My Father's commandments and abide in His love. 

F. John 15:17 (NKJV) 17  These things I command you, that you love one another. 
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