
Paul’s Benediction
Romans 16:20, 24 (NKJV) 

20  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen. 
24  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 

What is a benediction?

It is a blessing pronounced upon a person or people.

It is not some sort of magic but rather it is an asking for the Lord to bless the individual or
people.

The first benedictions in the Bible are that of God blessing His creation and especially man.

Genesis 1:22  And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters in the
seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.”

Genesis 1:28  Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the
earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over
every living thing that moves on the earth.”

And then after the flood God pronounces a blessing on Noah and his sons.

Genesis 9:1  So God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them: “Be fruitful and multiply, and
fill the earth.

The Bible is filled with various blessings. Mostly family blessings.

Like Jacob blessing his family.

Upon Joseph's sons Gen 48 

Upon his own sons Gen 49 

One of the things I want you to get from this is that in our lives we bless or curse people every
day.

Sometimes it is with actual words while at other times it is with attitudes or responses that we
give.

One of the books I read years ago had to do with the heritage that we leave with our children.

We all have one, weather good or bad and we will pass it on to our children just like our parents
passed theirs on to us.

But much can be done to either enhance that heritage or to diminish it.

We need to pronounce blessings over our children and not curses.

So let us look at the benediction not as a liturgical form used at the end of a worship service but
as a way we can bless the people around us.
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I. Old Testament Benedictions

A. Aaron

1. Deuteronomy 10:8 (NKJV) 

a. 8  At that time the LORD separated the tribe of Levi to bear the ark
of the covenant of the LORD, to stand before the LORD to
minister to Him and to bless in His name, to this day. 

2. Deuteronomy 21:5 (NKJV) 

a. 5  Then the priests, the sons of Levi, shall come near, for the
LORD your God has chosen them to minister to Him and to bless
in the name of the LORD; by their word every controversy and
every assault shall be settled. 

3. Numbers 6:23-26 (NKJV) 

a. 23  "Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, 'This is the way you shall
bless the children of Israel. Say to them: 24  "The LORD bless you
and keep you; 25  The LORD make His face shine upon you, And
be gracious to you; 26  The LORD lift up His countenance upon
you, And give you peace." ' 

B. Solomon blesses the people.

1. 1 Kings 8:55-58 (NKJV) 

a. 55  Then he stood and blessed all the assembly of Israel with a loud
voice, saying: 56  "Blessed be the LORD, who has given rest to His
people Israel, according to all that He promised. There has not
failed one word of all His good promise, which He promised
through His servant Moses. 57  May the LORD our God be with
us, as He was with our fathers. May He not leave us nor forsake us,
58  that He may incline our hearts to Himself, to walk in all His
ways, and to keep His commandments and His statutes and His
judgments, which He commanded our fathers. 

II. Paul’s benediction is simple.

A. He beseeches the Lord’s grace might be upon them.

B. God desires to give us grace.

C. We have plenty of songs about that.

D. Grace is what we need.

E. We need God to give us what we do not deserve rather than what we do.

III. There are many benedictions that Paul gives in his letters.
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A. 1 Corinthians 1:3 (NKJV) 

1. 3  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

B. 2 Corinthians 1:2 (NKJV) 

1. 2  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

C. Galatians 1:3 (NKJV) 

1. 3  Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ,

D. Ephesians 1:2 (NKJV) 

1. 2  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

E. Philippians 1:2 (NKJV) 

1. 2  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

F. Colossians 1:2 (NKJV) 

1. 2  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

G. 1 Thessalonians 1:1 (NKJV) 

1. 1  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

H. 2 Thessalonians 1:2 (NKJV) 

1. 2  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I. Philemon 1:3 (NKJV) 

1. 3  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

J. 2 Timothy 1:2 (NKJV) 

1. 2  Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

K. Romans 1:7 (NKJV) 

1. 7  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2. I think you get the idea that most of them are either identical or close to
being so.

IV. Paul also give some more complex but beautiful benedictions.

A.  2 Corinthians 13:14 (NKJV) 

1. 14  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen. 

B. Romans 15:5 (NKJV) 

1. 5  Now may the God of patience and comfort grant you to be like-minded
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toward one another, according to Christ Jesus, 6  that you may with one
mind and one mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C. Romans 15:13 (NKJV) 

1. 13  Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

D. Hebrews 13:20 (NKJV) 

1. 20  Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the
dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting
covenant, 21  make you complete in every good work to do His will,
working in you what is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to
whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 

V. There are other apostolic benedictions in the Scriptures.

A. 1 Peter 5:10 (NKJV) 

1. 10  But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by
Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen,
and settle you. 11  To Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever.
Amen. 

B. 1 Peter 5:14 (NKJV) 

1. 14  Peace to you all who are in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

C. 2 Peter 1:2-4 (NKJV) 

1. 2  Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of
Jesus our Lord, 3  as His divine power has given to us all things that
pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us
by glory and virtue, 4  by which have been given to us exceedingly great
and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the
divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through
lust. 

D. 2 John 1:3 (NKJV) 

1. 3  Grace, mercy, and peace will be with you from God the Father and from
the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love. 

E. Jude 1:2 (NKJV) 

1. 2  Mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you. 

F. Revelation 22:21 (NKJV) 

1. 21  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 
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Romans 15:33 (NKJV) 

33  Now the God of peace be with you all.
Amen. 

1 Corinthians 16:23 (NKJV) 

23  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you. 

Galatians 6:16 (NKJV) 

16  And as many as walk according to this
rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and
upon the Israel of God. 

Galatians 6:18 (NKJV) 

18  Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with your spirit. Amen. 

Ephesians 6:23 (NKJV) 

23  Peace to the brethren, and love with
faith, from God the Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ. 

Ephesians 6:24 (NKJV) 

24  Grace be with all those who love our
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen. 

Philippians 4:23 (NKJV) 

23  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you all. Amen. 

1 Thessalonians 5:28 (NKJV) 

28  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you. Amen. 

2 Thessalonians 3:16 (NKJV) 

16  Now may the Lord of peace Himself
give you peace always in every way. The
Lord be with you all. 

2 Thessalonians 3:18 (NKJV) 

18  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you all. Amen. 

1 Timothy 1:2 (NKJV) 

2  To Timothy, a true son in the faith: Grace,
mercy, and peace from God our Father and
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

1 Timothy 6:21 (NKJV) 

21 Grace be with you. Amen. 

2 Timothy 4:22 (NKJV) 

22  The Lord Jesus Christ be with your
spirit. Grace be with you. Amen. 

Titus 3:15 (NKJV) 

15  All who are with me greet you. Greet
those who love us in the faith. Grace be with
you all. Amen. 

Philemon 1:25 (NKJV) 

25  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with your spirit. Amen. 

Hebrews 13:25 (NKJV) 

25  Grace be with you all. Amen. 

1 Peter 1:2 (NKJV) 

2  Grace to you and peace be multiplied. 

INSTANCES OF 

By Melchizedek. upon Abraham 

Gen 14:19

Gen 14:20

Heb 7:7 

By Bethuel's household, upon Rebekah 

Gen 24:60 

By Isaac 

Upon Jacob 

Gen 27:23-29

Gen 27:37
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Gen 28:1-4 

Upon Esau 

Gen 27:39

Gen 27:40 

By Jacob 

Upon Pharaoh 

Gen 47:7-10 

By Moses, upon the tribes of Israel 

Deut 33 

By Aaron 

Lev 9:22

Lev 9:23 

By half the tribes, who stood on Mount
Gerizim 

Deut 11:29

Deut 11:30

Deut 27:11-13

Jos 8:33 

By Joshua 

Upon Caleb 

Jos 14:13 

Upon the Reubenites and Gadites, and the
half tribe of Manasseh 

Jos 22:6

Jos 22:7 

By Naomi, upon Ruth and Orpah 

Ruth 1:8

Ruth 1:9 

By the people, upon Ruth 

Ruth 4:11

Ruth 4:12 

By Eli, upon Elkanah 

1Sa 2:20 

By David 

Upon the people 

2Sa 6:18 

Upon Barzillai 

2Sa 19:39 

By Araunah, upon David 

2Sa 24:23 

By Solomon, upon the people 

1Ki 8:14

1Ki 8:55-58

2Ch 6:3 

By Simeon, upon Jesus 

Luke 2:34 

By Jesus, upon his followers 

Luke 24:50 

LEVITICAL, FORMS OF 

Num 6:23-26 

Orville Nave, “BENEDICTIONS,” in Nave's
Topical Bible: A Digest of The Holy
Sciptures, (New York: Topical Bible
Publishing Co., 1896), WORDsearch
CROSS e-book, Under: "BENEDICTIONS".
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