
Paul's Doxology
Romans 16:25-27 (NKJV) 

25  Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret since the world began 26  but now
has been made manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures has been made known to all nations,
according to the commandment of the everlasting God, for obedience to the faith-- 27  to God,
alone wise, be glory through Jesus Christ forever. Amen.

One of the most important things that Christians can do is to praise God.

What do we praise Him for.

A million things you say but can you name a few?

A doxology is a short praise of God.

There are many of them in the Bible.

The book of Psalms is filled with them.

Quite frequently in the Scriptures the writer will give short bursts of praise to God.

Here in Romans Paul finishes the book with one of his longest doxologies.

I. Now to Him who is able 

A. The key to this is that it is God and God alone who is able to establish us.

B. Now to Him who is able to establish you” identifies God as the sole source of
stability and strength for the believer. While we are encouraged to engage in the
Holy Spirit’s transforming work, we cannot transform ourselves. The Lord alone
is able to do this.  Charles R Swindoll, Swindoll's Living Insights New Testament
Commentary – Romans, (Nashville, Tennessee: Tyndale House Publishers, 2016),
WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 379.

C. But notice: It is God “who is able to establish” us and to whom we must look, not
some other Christian, not even Paul. Paul was God’s vehicle for giving us this
great revelation that we know as the letter to the Romans. But Romans is not
Paul’s book. It is God’s book. And the power we need to be established in the
gospel it speaks of is the power of God. A Christian who leans upon some other
Christian—a pastor, a teacher, or someone else—may have to be shaken loose by
God through some crisis in order to learn that God alone is the solid rock and only
adequate foundation for his people’s faith. We must lean upon God to be
established.  James Montgomery Boice, Romans: The New Humanity, vol. 4
(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1991–), 1966.

D. It is no less than a divine power that establishes the saints. Considering the
disposition there is in them to fall, the industry of their spiritual enemies that seek
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to overthrow them, and the shaking times into which their lot is cast, no less than
an almighty power will establish them. That power of God which is put forth for
the establishment of the saints is and ought to be the matter of our praise, as Jude
24, To him that is able to keep you from falling. In giving God the glory of this
power we may, and must, take to ourselves the comfort of it—that whatever our
doubts, and difficulties, and fears, may be, our God, whom we serve, is of power
to establish us. See 1 Pt. 1:5; Jn. 10:29.  Matthew Henry, Matthew Henry’s
Commentary on the Whole Bible: Complete and Unabridged in One Volume
(Peabody: Hendrickson, 1994), 2243.

E. Scripture testifies.

1. 1 Peter 5:10  But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal
glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish,
strengthen, and settle you.

a. We often put our trust in people around us to keep us.

b. Although God may use people to convey His word it is more than
just instruction that is needed.

c. We need the God of all peace to work in us.

d. It is an inner work that is accomplished beyond the conscience.

e. It is His Spirit that works in our spirit to keep us.

2. Jude 1:24-25 (NKJV) 24  Now to Him who is able to keep you from
stumbling, And to present you faultless Before the presence of His glory
with exceeding joy, 25  To God our Savior, Who alone is wise, Be glory
and majesty, Dominion and power, Both now and forever. Amen. 

3. Ephesians 3:20  Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly
above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us,

4. 2 Timothy 4:18  And the Lord will deliver me from every evil work and
preserve [me] for His heavenly kingdom. To Him [be] glory forever and
ever. Amen!

5. Ephesians 5:27  that He might present her to Himself a glorious church,
not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy
and without blemish.

6. Hebrews 13:20  Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord
Jesus from the dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of
the everlasting covenant,  21  make you complete in every good work to
do His will, working in you what is well pleasing in His sight, through
Jesus Christ, to whom [be] glory forever and ever. Amen.

II. To establish you 
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A. Stçrizô (to establish) means to make firm and stable, to make fast. In this context
it refers to being mentally settled, firmly rooted in the truth of the gospel.  John
MacArthur, MacArthur New Testament Commentary – Romans 9-16, (Chicago:
Moody Press, 1994), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 383.

B. He is able to establish you; i.e. in grace and in truth; to keep you from falling into
sin and into error. The Scripture often attributes our establishment unto God: see
#1Th 3:13 2Th 2:17 2Th 3:3 1Pe 5:10. Our own weakness and Satan’s power are
such, that unless God did establish us, we shonld soon totter and fall: see #Ro
14:4, and the notes there. Our establishment is further amplified by the
instrumental cause thereof, which is the gospel;  touching which, several things
are here to be noted. First, he calls it my gospel, because he was the preacher and
publisher thereof: see #Ro 2:16, and the notes there. Poole

C. God makes us secure according to how we yield to His word and His will.

1. We are prone to wander and fall.

2. It is not in us to direct our own steps.

3. We like sheep go astray.

4. We must give ourselves to Him.

5. As Paul said that he died daily so we must die to self and live only to the
Lord.

III. According to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, 

A. It is a gospel which Paul preached and which was offered by Jesus Christ. That is
to say, the gospel takes its source in Christ and is transmitted by men. Without
Jesus Christ there can be no gospel at all; but without men to transmit it, other
men can never hear of it. The Christian duty is that when a man is himself found
of Christ, he should straightway go and find others for him. After Andrew was
found of Jesus, John says of him: "He first found his brother Simon, and said to
him, 'We have found the Messiah'" (Jn 1:40-41).  William Barclay, Barclay's
Daily Study Bible (NT), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "The End Is Praise
(Rom 16:25-27)".

B. Christians are established by the truth, which explains why Paul wrote this letter:
to explain God’s plan of salvation to Christians so they would be established, and
so they would share the truth with the lost. After all, we cannot really share with
others something we do not have ourselves.  Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible
Exposition Commentary, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 566.

IV. According to the revelation of the mystery 

V. Kept secret since the world began

VI. But now has been made manifest, 
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VII. And by the prophetic Scriptures has been made known to all nations, according to the
commandment of the everlasting God, for obedience to the faith
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