
God Alone Wise
Romans 16:25-27 (NKJV) 

25  Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret since the world began 26  but now
has been made manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures has been made known to all nations,
according to the commandment of the everlasting God, for obedience to the faith-- 27  to God,
alone wise, be glory through Jesus Christ forever. Amen.

We know that God is full of wisdom.

God knows all that He will do from the foundation of the world.

Acts 15:18 (NKJV) 

18  "Known to God from eternity are all His works. 

Romans 11:33 (NKJV) 

33  Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are
His judgments and His ways past finding out! 

None compares with Him in wisdom.

Isaiah 40:14 (NKJV) 

14  With whom did He take counsel, and who instructed Him, And taught Him in the path of
justice? Who taught Him knowledge, And showed Him the way of understanding? 

We see God’s wisdom in His creation and the more we learn the more we are amazed.

Psalm 104:24 (NKJV) 

24  O LORD, how manifold are Your works! In wisdom You have made them all. The earth is
full of Your possessions-- 

Therefore we praise Him in all of that.

Jude 1:25 (NKJV) 

25  To God our Savior, Who alone is wise, Be glory and majesty, Dominion and power, Both
now and forever. Amen. 

I. What does it mean to say that God is the only wise God.

A. It means that all that God does is the best possible action to achieve the world’s
first purpose, to bring the most glory to God.

B. The gospel displays God’s wisdom and brings Him the most glory.

1. 1 Corinthians 1:18–25 (NKJV)

a. 18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are
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perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
19 For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,     And
bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.”

b. 20 Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer
of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?
21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did
not know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the
message preached to save those who believe. 22 For Jews request a
sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; 23 but we preach Christ
crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks
foolishness, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 Because the
foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is
stronger than men.

c. The sad thing is that the world continues to regard this gospel as
foolishness even after it has been revealed, a point Paul makes in
the first chapter of 1 Corinthians.

2. None of us would ever be able to think up a gospel like this. This gospel is
divine in origin, and it displays the supreme wisdom of God in all its parts
and on every page of the written revelation.  James Montgomery Boice,
Romans: The New Humanity, vol. 4 (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book
House, 1991–), 1970–1971.

3. There is nothing about the gospel that could possibly have occurred to the
natural mind. We could not think up the way of salvation. How to preserve
the justice of God while at the same time allowing him to save sinful men
and women is beyond us. We could not think up a way of sanctification
consistent with this gospel. Either we would emphasize good works and so
repudiate grace and fall into legalism, or else we would emphasize grace,
forget about good works, and fall into antinomianism.  James Montgomery
Boice, Romans: The New Humanity, vol. 4 (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker
Book House, 1991–), 1970.

4. What a marvelous display of God’s wisdom is seen in the way that God
has redeemed fallen men and women.

a. How could a holy God forgive sinful man without it being a
reflection on His holiness?

b. How could God salvage a fallen world when the inclination of
people is to rebel and curse God?

c. The gospel was somewhat of a mystery that even the wisest of men
could not figure out.
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d. So God revealed the gospel, the good news through His Son.

e. He then worked out the salvation of the sinner through the sacrifice
of His only holy begotten Son to die in our place.

f. What wonderful wisdom.

II. That is why we must never question God’s ways.

A. Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine,
(Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1994), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 194.

1. It should be our great confidence and a source of peace day by day to know
that God causes all things to move us toward the ultimate goal he has for
our lives, namely, that we might be like Christ and thereby bring glory to
him

2. Every day of our lives, we may quiet our discouragement with the comfort
that comes from the knowledge of God’s infinite wisdom: if we are his
children, we can know that he is working wisely in our lives, even today,
to bring us into greater conformity into the image of Christ.

B. When we are tempted to sin, God has given us a way to escape.

1. To follow the path that glorifies our heavenly Father.

2. We get to choose which way to go.

3. Follow Jesus or Satan are the only two choices.

III. Believing God is wise will change our actions and attitudes.

A. Romans 8:28-29 (NKJV) 

1. 28  And we know that all things work together for good to those who love
God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 29  For whom
He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His
Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

2. It is God’s wisdom that works all things for our good.

3. God’s purpose is not to make us healthy, wealthy successful but to
conform us to the image of His Son.

4. That is the difference between the saints and the world.

a. It is seen in our responsive reading today. Psalm 2

b. The nations rage and rebel against God but all in vain.

c. For God will bring the wisdom of this world to foolishness.

d. The greatest problem we have in the USA is our constant rebellion
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against God and His word.

e. And now even Christians and Christian churches are agreeing with
the world.

5. We now think we are wiser than God.

B. God’s wisdom is, of course, in part communicable to us. We can ask God
confidently for wisdom when we need it, for he promises in his Word, “If any of
you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives to all men generously and without
reproaching, and it will be given him” (James 1:5).  Wayne Grudem, Systematic
Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan,
1994), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 194.

C. Furthermore, the possession of wisdom from God will result not in pride but in
humility (Prov. 11:2; James 3:13), not in arrogance but in a gentle and peaceful
spirit (James 3:14-18). The person who is wise according to God’s standards will
continually walk in dependence on the Lord and with a desire to exalt him. Wayne
Grudem, Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine, (Grand
Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1994), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 195.

1. Proverbs 11:2 (NKJV) 

a. 2  When pride comes, then comes shame; But with the humble is
wisdom. 

2. James 3:13 (NKJV) 

a. 13  Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by
good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom. 

This sums up all the great ideas of the Epistle. The power of the gospel which Paul was
commissioned to preach; the revelation in it of the eternal purpose of God; its contents, faith, and
obedience; its sphere, "all nations" of the earth; its author, "the only wise God," whose wisdom is
thus vindicated—on all these points he had continually dwelt. This outburst of lofty praise is a
most fitting ending to this marvelous letter.]  David Lipscomb, New Testament Commentary – A
Commentary on the New Testament Epistles: Romans, ed. J.W. Shepherd, Second ed. (Nashville,
TN: Gospel Advocate Co., 1989), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 292.
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