
The Book of James
James 1:1

1 James, a bondservant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes which are
scattered abroad: Greetings.

The book of James is often neglected.

Not for how hard it is to understand but for how it cuts at our laxity.

James may very well be the first of the New Testament books written. As early as 45 to 55 A.D,

It is not filled with great theology but might be considered practical theology.

Martin Luther so didn’t like the book that he referred to it as an epistle of straw.

What he saw when he looked at James was a contradiction with James and the book of Romans
that we just finished.

As we will see, there is no contradiction but rather a complementary discussion of faith.

Paul taught against those who wanted to include the law as a means of salvation.

But what James taught was that a genuine faith will have evidence of a changed life and without
that evidence there was no way to see if a man’s faith was a real faith or a dead faith.

I. Will the real James please stand up.

A. The Scriptures speak of not less than six persons called James. These are: (1) the
son of Zebedee (Mark 1:19); (2) the son of Alphaeus (Mark 3:18); (3) "James the
less" (Mark 15:40); (4) one referred to as one of Jesus' brothers (Mark 6:3); (5)
"James the Lord's brother" (Gal. 1:19); and (6) the brother of Jude (Jude 1). Upon
checking the above Scriptures, one can clearly see that these six can actually be
reduced to three if we regard two and three as the same person, and four, five, and
six as the same person. Three men called James remain: James, the son of
Zebedee; James, the son of Alphaeus; and James, the Lord's brother.  Lehman
Strauss, Lehman Strauss Commentaries – James, Your Brother: Studies in the
Epistle of James, (Neptune, NJ: Loizeaux Brothers, 1967), WORDsearch CROSS
e-book, 5.

1. Mark 6:3 (NKJV) 3  Is this not the carpenter, the Son of Mary, and brother
of James, Joses, Judas, and Simon? And are not His sisters here with us?"
And they were offended at Him. 

2. Of course the Catholic church claim that Mary was a perpetual virgin but
that is difficult with numerous passages that refer to Jesus brothers and
sisters.

B. Few persons with the name of James could succeed in identifying themselves
merely by their first name. The writer must have been an important James. Dana
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Gould, Shepherd's Notes – James, (Nashville, Tennessee: Broadman & Holman,
1998), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 3.

1. For one of the other James to write this without giving us a more
description is unlikely.

2. On the other hand there is a good reason that he does not say that he is the
Lord’s brother.

a. That would have been considered name dropping.

b. Charles R Swindoll said, “imagine how he could have started his
letter”

(1)  James, of the tribe of Judah, of the house of David, of the
royal line of the kings of Judah . . .”or

(2) “James, the eldest of the brothers of Jesus, the incarnate
Son of God . . .” or

(3) “James, pastor of the First Christian Church of the world . .
.” or

(4) “James, long-time associate of Peter, James, John, Paul,
and the rest of the apostles . . .”

(5) Charles R Swindoll, Swindoll's Living Insights New
Testament Commentary – James, 1 & 2 Peter, (Carol
Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 2014),
WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 12.

c. And we are told that James was a very humble man.

d. So he just reports that he is a bond servant of God and the Lord
Jesus Christ.

C. James indeed spoke with authority and spiritual discernment at the Church
Council, and that to the pleasure and satisfaction of the apostles and elders (Acts
15:13-22). Lehman Strauss, Lehman Strauss Commentaries – James, Your
Brother: Studies in the Epistle of James, (Neptune, NJ: Loizeaux Brothers, 1967),
WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 6.

1. Acts 15:13-22 (NKJV) 13  And after they had become silent, James
answered, saying, "Men and brethren, listen to me: 14  Simon has declared
how God at the first visited the Gentiles to take out of them a people for
His name. 15  And with this the words of the prophets agree, just as it is
written: 16  'After this I will return And will rebuild the tabernacle of
David, which has fallen down; I will rebuild its ruins, And I will set it up;
17  So that the rest of mankind may seek the LORD, Even all the Gentiles
who are called by My name, Says the LORD who does all these things.' 18 
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"Known to God from eternity are all His works. 19  Therefore I judge that
we should not trouble those from among the Gentiles who are turning to
God, 20  but that we write to them to abstain from things polluted by idols,
from sexual immorality, from things strangled, and from blood. 21  For
Moses has had throughout many generations those who preach him in
every city, being read in the synagogues every Sabbath." 22  Then it
pleased the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to send chosen men
of their own company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas, namely, Judas
who was also named Barsabas, and Silas, leading men among the brethren.

2. Acts 15:23   They wrote this [letter] by them: The apostles, the elders, and
the brethren, “To the brethren who are of the Gentiles in Antioch, Syria,
and Cilicia: Greetings.”  This is the same word used by James. In James
1:2

II. To whom is he writing.

A. To the twelve tribes scattered throughout the world.

1. This is one of the most Jewish book in the New Testament.

2. Many references are made to the Old Testament.

3. Several examples are drawn from the Old Testament.

4. He does not refer to many of the great New Testament doctrines.

5. His teaching is meant to be practical.

B. His teaching is always in the imperative.

1. It is a strong letter.

2. It gives us much to consider about how we live, pray, handle our money
and how we treat the poor.

3. Maybe that is why we often neglect it. It doesn’t mince words.

III. He is writing against a counterfeit faith.

A. James says that without works faith is not perceivable.

1. He says show me your faith without works and I will show you my faith by
my works.

2. Jesus said you will know them by their fruits.

3. Matthew 7:16   “You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes
from thornbushes or figs from thistles?

4. Matthew 7:20   “Therefore by their fruits you will know them.

B. James draws heavily from the Sermon on the Mount.
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1.  James Sermon on the Mount 

a. 1:2 5:10-12 

b. 1:4 5:48 

c. 1:5 7:7-12 

d. 1:9 5:3 

e. 1:12 7:14 

f. 1:20 5:22 

g. 1:22 7:21-27 

h. 2:5 5:3 

i. 2:13 5:7 

j. 2:13 6:14-15 

k. 2:14-16 7:21-23 

l. 3:6 5:22 

m. 3:10-12 7:15-20 

n. 3:17-18 5:9 

o. 4:4 6:24 

p. 4:10 5:3-5 

q. 4:11-12 7:1-5 

r. 5:2-3 6:19-20 

s. 5:10 5:12 

t. 5:11 5:10 

u. 5:12 5:33-37

John MacArthur, MacArthur New Testament Commentary – James, (Chicago: Moody Press,
1998), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 2.

C. James draws from the law, not as a way to heaven but as a test of how we live.

1. Love your neighbor as yourself.

2. Leviticus 19:18   ‘You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge
against the children of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as
yourself: I [am] the LORD.  

3. Matthew 19:19   ‘Honor your father and [your] mother,’ and, ‘You shall
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love your neighbor as yourself.’ ”

4. He refers to the law as.

a. James 1:25   But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and
continues [in it], and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the
work, this one will be blessed in what he does.

b. James 2:8   If you really fulfill [the] royal law according to the
Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you do well;

c. James 2:9   but if you show partiality, you commit sin, and are
convicted by the law as transgressors.

d. James 2:10   For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet
stumble in one [point], he is guilty of all.

e. James 2:11   For He who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said,
“Do not murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery, but you do
murder, you have become a transgressor of the law.

f. James 2:12   So speak and so do as those who will be judged by the
law of liberty.

g. James 4:11   Do not speak evil of one another, brethren. He who
speaks evil of a brother and judges his brother, speaks evil of the
law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer
of the law but a judge.

Do you like to buy those wash cloths that are so soft and do you wash them with in just the right
way to keep them soft.

When I was a kid and we would get in the galvanized tub in the back yard to take a bath mom
would give us a brush.

Now James will get you cleaned up but it is more like a brush than one of the ultra soft wash
cloths.

I know what we like.

We like soft messages that feel good and baby us and cuttle us.

But James is not like that either.

But James will get you where you need to be.

He will bring you to where Jesus wants you to be.
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