
Wisdom and How to Get It
James 1:5 (NKJV) 

5  If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without
reproach, and it will be given to him.

James demonstrates the art of writing by linking key words and phrases. In verse 3 he stresses the
word perseverance; he puts it last in the sentence to give it emphasis. In verse 4, "perseverance"
is the first expression he uses. The last phrase in verse 4 is "not lacking anything"; the first clause
of the next phrase repeats this verb, "If any of you lacks wisdom." The writer knows how to
communicate effectively in simple, direct prose.  Simon J. Kistemaker, Baker New Testament
Commentary – Exposition of James, Epistles of John, Peter, and Jude, (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker
Academic, 1986), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 37.

There is nothing we need more than wisdom.
Especially when we are going through those various trials in life.
Many people when they are in the most pain make the worst decisions.
And wisdom is not a natural quality of people.
Most people are controlled by folly rather than wisdom.

I. Why do we need it?

A. Because of the trials we face and how to use them.

1. Have you ever thought of trials as something that we are to use?

2. When we face trials the first thing that we pray for is for God to remove
the trial.

3. But trials in the life of the Christian are there to make us a better person.

B. Because of the importance of life and how we live it.

1. Life is not a game that we play and try to get the most out of it.

2. Life is a journey that is meant to lead us to our next life after this.

3. It is not like the Hindu faith.

a. They believe that trials is this life are because of misdeeds in a
prior life.

b. So when someone is going through trials it is wrong to feel sorry
for them for they are getting what they deserve.

c. Trials are for the Christian are not a form of punishment for past
deeds but a process that removes the inferior characteristics that we
have.
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d. In the same way that the gold is refined by heating it and skimming
off the dross that comes to the top.

e. Job 23:10   But he knoweth the way that I take: [when] he hath
tried me, I shall come forth as gold.

f. Zechariah 13:9   And I will bring the third part through the fire, and
will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is
tried: they shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It
[is] my people: and they shall say, The LORD [is] my God.

g. 1 Peter 1:7   That the trial of your faith, being much more precious
than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be
found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus
Christ:

C. There are two types of wisdom.

1. James 3:15   This wisdom does not descend from above, but [is] earthly,
sensual, demonic.

2. James 3:17   But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then
peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without
partiality and without hypocrisy.

II. What is wisdom?

A. It is not what the world has.

1. God reports that the King of Assyra had a worldly wisdom.  
Isaiah 10:12-16 (NKJV) 

a. 12  Therefore it shall come to pass, when the LORD has performed
all His work on Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, that He will say, "I
will punish the fruit of the arrogant heart of the king of Assyria,
and the glory of his haughty looks." 13  For he says: "By the
strength of my hand I have done it, And by my wisdom, for I am
prudent; Also I have removed the boundaries of the people, And
have robbed their treasuries; So I have put down the inhabitants
like a valiant man. 14  My hand has found like a nest the riches of
the people, And as one gathers eggs that are left, I have gathered all
the earth; And there was no one who moved his wing, Nor opened
his mouth with even a peep." 15  Shall the ax boast itself against
him who chops with it? Or shall the saw exalt itself against him
who saws with it? As if a rod could wield itself against those who
lift it up, Or as if a staff could lift up, as if it were not wood! 16 
Therefore the Lord, the Lord of hosts, Will send leanness among
his fat ones; And under his glory He will kindle a burning Like the
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burning of a fire. 

2.

B. The world’s wisdom will not find God.

1. 1 Corinthians 1:20-21 NKJV

a. 20  Where [is] the wise? Where [is] the scribe? Where [is] the
disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this
world? 21  For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through
wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through the foolishness
of the message preached to save those who believe.

C. It is more than knowledge.

1. Knowledge only makes one proud and arrogant.

2. 1 Corinthians 8:1  Now concerning food offered to idols: we know that
"all of us possess knowledge." This "knowledge" puffs up, but love builds
up. ESV

III. How do we get wisdom?

A. Not from men.

1. 1 John 2:16   For all that [is] in the world — the lust of the flesh, the lust
of the eyes, and the pride of life — is not of the Father but is of the world.

2. 1 Corinthians 3:19   For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God.
For it is written, “He catches the wise in their [own] craftiness”;

3. The best that they can do is to be ever learning and never able to come to
the knowledge of the truth.

a. 2 Timothy 3:7 (NKJV) 7  always learning and never able to come
to the knowledge of the truth. 

B. Only from God.

1. That is James’ point.

2. 5  If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all
liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.

C. We must ask.

1. To not ask is a sign of pride and rebellion against God.

2. When we ask we admit that we are lacking and that God is the only
supply.

3. Look at Solomon
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a. 1 Kings 3:9-13 (NKJV) 
9  Therefore give to Your servant an understanding heart to judge
Your people, that I may discern between good and evil. For who is
able to judge this great people of Yours?" 10  The speech pleased
the LORD, that Solomon had asked this thing. 11  Then God said
to him: "Because you have asked this thing, and have not asked
long life for yourself, nor have asked riches for yourself, nor have
asked the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself
understanding to discern justice, 12  behold, I have done according
to your words; see, I have given you a wise and understanding
heart, so that there has not been anyone like you before you, nor
shall any like you arise after you. 13  And I have also given you
what you have not asked: both riches and honor, so that there shall
not be anyone like you among the kings all your days. 

b. In Proverbs 2 Solomon councils his son to seek out wisdom.

4. What did Jesus say?

a. Matthew 6:33  “But seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.

D. We must ask in faith.

1. James gets into this next week.

2. But without faith it is impossible to please God.

Psalm 111:10 (NKJV) 

10  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; A good understanding have all those who
do His commandments. His praise endures forever. 

Proverbs 3:5-7 (NKJV) 

5  Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; 6  In all your
ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths. 7  Do not be wise in your own eyes;
Fear the LORD and depart from evil. 

Proverbs 9:10 (NKJV) 

10  "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, And the knowledge of the Holy One is
understanding. 

Proverbs 1:7; Proverbs 2:1-22; Proverbs 4:6-10; Proverbs 8:1-36; Proverbs 13:10; Proverbs
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24:13-14; Ecclesiastes 7:11-12; Ecclesiastes 9:13-18; Matthew 7:24-27; 1 Corinthians 1:18-25; 1
Corinthians 2:6-9; James 1:5; James 3:13-17

Proverbs 1:7 (NKJV) 

7  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and
instruction. 

Proverbs 2:1-22 (NKJV) 

1  My son, if you receive my words, And treasure my commands within you, 2  So that you
incline your ear to wisdom, And apply your heart to understanding; 3  Yes, if you cry out for
discernment, And lift up your voice for understanding, 4  If you seek her as silver, And search for
her as for hidden treasures; 5  Then you will understand the fear of the LORD, And find the
knowledge of God. 6  For the LORD gives wisdom; From His mouth come knowledge and
understanding; 7  He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to those who walk
uprightly; 8  He guards the paths of justice, And preserves the way of His saints. 9  Then you will
understand righteousness and justice, Equity and every good path. 10  When wisdom enters your
heart, And knowledge is pleasant to your soul, 11  Discretion will preserve you; Understanding
will keep you, 12  To deliver you from the way of evil, From the man who speaks perverse
things, 13  From those who leave the paths of uprightness To walk in the ways of darkness; 14 
Who rejoice in doing evil, And delight in the perversity of the wicked; 15  Whose ways are
crooked, And who are devious in their paths; 16  To deliver you from the immoral woman, From
the seductress who flatters with her words, 17  Who forsakes the companion of her youth, And
forgets the covenant of her God. 18  For her house leads down to death, And her paths to the
dead; 19  None who go to her return, Nor do they regain the paths of life-- 20  So you may walk
in the way of goodness, And keep to the paths of righteousness. 21  For the upright will dwell in
the land, And the blameless will remain in it; 22  But the wicked will be cut off from the earth,
And the unfaithful will be uprooted from it. 

Proverbs 4:6-10 (NKJV) 

6  Do not forsake her, and she will preserve you; Love her, and she will keep you. 7  Wisdom is
the principal thing; Therefore get wisdom. And in all your getting, get understanding. 8  Exalt
her, and she will promote you; She will bring you honor, when you embrace her. 9  She will
place on your head an ornament of grace; A crown of glory she will deliver to you." 10  Hear, my
son, and receive my sayings, And the years of your life will be many. 

Proverbs 8:1-36 (NKJV) 

1  Does not wisdom cry out, And understanding lift up her voice? 2  She takes her stand on the
top of the high hill, Beside the way, where the paths meet. 3  She cries out by the gates, at the
entry of the city, At the entrance of the doors: 4  "To you, O men, I call, And my voice is to the
sons of men. 5  O you simple ones, understand prudence, And you fools, be of an understanding
heart. 6  Listen, for I will speak of excellent things, And from the opening of my lips will come
right things; 7  For my mouth will speak truth; Wickedness is an abomination to my lips. 8  All
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the words of my mouth are with righteousness; Nothing crooked or perverse is in them. 9  They
are all plain to him who understands, And right to those who find knowledge. 10  Receive my
instruction, and not silver, And knowledge rather than choice gold; 11  For wisdom is better than
rubies, And all the things one may desire cannot be compared with her. 12  "I, wisdom, dwell
with prudence, And find out knowledge and discretion. 13  The fear of the LORD is to hate evil;
Pride and arrogance and the evil way And the perverse mouth I hate. 14  Counsel is mine, and
sound wisdom; I am understanding, I have strength. 15  By me kings reign, And rulers decree
justice. 16  By me princes rule, and nobles, All the judges of the earth. 17  I love those who love
me, And those who seek me diligently will find me. 18  Riches and honor are with me, Enduring
riches and righteousness. 19  My fruit is better than gold, yes, than fine gold, And my revenue
than choice silver. 20  I traverse the way of righteousness, In the midst of the paths of justice, 21 
That I may cause those who love me to inherit wealth, That I may fill their treasuries. 22  "The
LORD possessed me at the beginning of His way, Before His works of old. 23  I have been
established from everlasting, From the beginning, before there was ever an earth. 24  When there
were no depths I was brought forth, When there were no fountains abounding with water. 25 
Before the mountains were settled, Before the hills, I was brought forth; 26  While as yet He had
not made the earth or the fields, Or the primeval dust of the world. 27  When He prepared the
heavens, I was there, When He drew a circle on the face of the deep, 28  When He established
the clouds above, When He strengthened the fountains of the deep, 29  When He assigned to the
sea its limit, So that the waters would not transgress His command, When He marked out the
foundations of the earth, 30  Then I was beside Him as a master craftsman; And I was daily His
delight, Rejoicing always before Him, 31  Rejoicing in His inhabited world, And my delight was
with the sons of men. 32  "Now therefore, listen to me, my children, For blessed are those who
keep my ways. 33  Hear instruction and be wise, And do not disdain it. 34  Blessed is the man
who listens to me, Watching daily at my gates, Waiting at the posts of my doors. 35  For whoever
finds me finds life, And obtains favor from the LORD; 36  But he who sins against me wrongs
his own soul; All those who hate me love death." 

Proverbs 13:10 (NKJV) 

10  By pride comes nothing but strife, But with the well-advised is wisdom. 

Proverbs 24:13-14 (NKJV) 

13  My son, eat honey because it is good, And the honeycomb which is sweet to your taste; 14 
So shall the knowledge of wisdom be to your soul; If you have found it, there is a prospect, And
your hope will not be cut off. 

Ecclesiastes 7:11-12 (NKJV) 

11  Wisdom is good with an inheritance, And profitable to those who see the sun. 12  For
wisdom is a defense as money is a defense, But the excellence of knowledge is that wisdom gives
life to those who have it. 

Ecclesiastes 9:13-18 (NKJV) 

13  This wisdom I have also seen under the sun, and it seemed great to me: 14  There was a little
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city with few men in it; and a great king came against it, besieged it, and built great snares around
it. 15  Now there was found in it a poor wise man, and he by his wisdom delivered the city. Yet
no one remembered that same poor man. 16  Then I said: "Wisdom is better than strength.
Nevertheless the poor man's wisdom is despised, And his words are not heard. 17  Words of the
wise, spoken quietly, should be heard Rather than the shout of a ruler of fools. 18  Wisdom is
better than weapons of war; But one sinner destroys much good." 

Matthew 7:24-27 (NKJV) 

24  "Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise
man who built his house on the rock: 25  and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds
blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. 26  But everyone
who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his
house on the sand: 27  and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on
that house; and it fell. And great was its fall." 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 (NKJV) 

18  For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. 19  For it is written: "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
And bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent." 20  Where is the wise? Where is the
scribe? Where is the disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?
21  For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased
God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. 22  For Jews
request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; 23  but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a
stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, 24  but to those who are called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25  Because the foolishness of God is
wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 

1 Corinthians 2:6-9 (NKJV) 

6  However, we speak wisdom among those who are mature, yet not the wisdom of this age, nor
of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 7  But we speak the wisdom of God in a
mystery, the hidden wisdom which God ordained before the ages for our glory, 8  which none of
the rulers of this age knew; for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.
9  But as it is written: "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man
The things which God has prepared for those who love Him." 

James 1:5 (NKJV) 

5  If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without
reproach, and it will be given to him. 

James 3:13-17 (NKJV) 

13  Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good conduct that his works
are done in the meekness of wisdom. 14  But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your
hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth. 15  This wisdom does not descend from above, but
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is earthly, sensual, demonic. 16  For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil
thing are there. 17  But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,
willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. 

1 Kings 4:29-34 (NKJV) 

29  And God gave Solomon wisdom and exceedingly great understanding, and largeness of heart
like the sand on the seashore. 30  Thus Solomon's wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the men of
the East and all the wisdom of Egypt. 31  For he was wiser than all men--than Ethan the Ezrahite,
and Heman, Chalcol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol; and his fame was in all the surrounding
nations. 32  He spoke three thousand proverbs, and his songs were one thousand and five. 33 
Also he spoke of trees, from the cedar tree of Lebanon even to the hyssop that springs out of the
wall; he spoke also of animals, of birds, of creeping things, and of fish. 34  And men of all
nations, from all the kings of the earth who had heard of his wisdom, came to hear the wisdom of
Solomon. 

Job 28:12-22 (NKJV) 

12  "But where can wisdom be found? And where is the place of understanding? 13  Man does
not know its value, Nor is it found in the land of the living. 14  The deep says, 'It is not in me';
And the sea says, 'It is not with me.' 15  It cannot be purchased for gold, Nor can silver be
weighed for its price. 16  It cannot be valued in the gold of Ophir, In precious onyx or sapphire.
17  Neither gold nor crystal can equal it, Nor can it be exchanged for jewelry of fine gold. 18  No
mention shall be made of coral or quartz, For the price of wisdom is above rubies. 19  The topaz
of Ethiopia cannot equal it, Nor can it be valued in pure gold. 20  "From where then does wisdom
come? And where is the place of understanding? 21  It is hidden from the eyes of all living, And
concealed from the birds of the air. 22  Destruction and Death say, 'We have heard a report about
it with our ears.' 

Job 28:23 (NKJV) 

23  God understands its way, And He knows its place. 

Ephesians 1:17-18 (NKJV) 

17  that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 18  the eyes of your understanding being
enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory
of His inheritance in the saints, 

Colossians 1:9-10 (NKJV) 

9  For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that
you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 
that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and
increasing in the knowledge of God; 

Daniel 2:20  Daniel answered and said: “Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, For
wisdom and might are His. 21  And He changes the times and the seasons; He removes kings and
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raises up kings; He gives wisdom to the wise And knowledge to those who have understanding.
22  He reveals deep and secret things; He knows what [is] in the darkness, And light dwells with
Him. 23  “I thank You and praise You, O God of my fathers; You have given me wisdom and
might, And have now made known to me what we asked of You, For You have made known to
us the king’s demand.”

Knowing that we need God's wisdom so that our trials will not be wasted, how then do we
receive this needed virtue? Quite simply, 'Let him ask from God.'

B. Dale Ellenburg and Christopher W. Morgan, Focus on the Bible Commentary – James:
Wisdom for the Community, (Great Britain: Christian Focus Publications, 2008), WORDsearch
CROSS e-book, 50.
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