
Exaltation and Humiliation
James 1:9-11 (NKJV) 

9  Let the lowly brother glory in his exaltation, 10  but the rich in his humiliation, because as a
flower of the field he will pass away. 11  For no sooner has the sun risen with a burning heat than
it withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beautiful appearance perishes. So the rich man also
will fade away in his pursuits. 

So far James has talked to us about trials in life and how to use them to make us better people for
Jesus.

He has spoken about the wisdom that we need in order for that to happen.

Now he talks about two classes of people who face those same trials. Rich and poor.

You need to remember that back in James’ day there was no middle class to speak of.

Either you were rich, a part of the elite or you were poor and most likely a slave.

But Christianity cut across the social barriers of the day and saved rich and poor alike.

There were a few followers that we know of who were well off.

Joseph of Arimathea, Nicodemus, Barnabas, Lydia and a few others.

Around 30% to 40% of people were slaves back then.

Those who were not slaves etched out a living with hard work and short lives.

But then came the church that was designed to not look on the outward appearance of a man but
on the heart.

But what is this that James is saying about being exalted and humbled?

I. Let the lowly brother glory in his exaltation.

A. So it is talking about lowly.

1. This usually means those who are poor.

2. Each society has its own definition of poverty and richness.

3. But because of the great disparity between them it is not difficult to tell
them apart.

B. Brother

1. This was the first designation of a disciple of Jesus.

2. Matthew 23:8   But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, [even]
Christ; and all ye are brethren.

3. The word Christian came latter and was given to them by those who
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despised them.

4. James uses the word 15 times in this epistle, and 191 in the New
Testament.

5. One of the most wonderful usages of it is in John.

a. John 20:17   Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to Me, for I have not
yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren and say to them,
‘I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and [to] My God
and your God.’ ”

6. It is a descriptive word that lets us know that those who have Jesus are all
brothers and sisters in the Lord.

C. Let him glory

1. This word refers to the boasting of a privilege or possession; it is the joy of
legitimate pride. Although having nothing in this world, the poor believer
can rejoice in his high spiritual standing before God by grace and the hope
which that brings.  John MacArthur Jr., ed., The MacArthur Study Bible,
electronic ed. (Nashville, TN: Word Pub., 1997), 1926.

D. In his exaltation.

1. In heritage. Now a child of the King.

2. In finances, riches in Christ Jesus.

3. Importance, that God would send His Son to die in your place.

4. In relationship, once an outcast now in Christ Jesus.

5. Once a sinner, now a saint.

6. Once stranger, now a son.

7. Once we were lost, now we are found.

8. A slave to sin, but now Christ’s freedman.

9. Once subjects of darkness, but now children of light.

10. Once a beggar, but now feeding on the riches of Christ Jesus.

II. But the rich in his humiliation.

A. Still a brother.

1. That is the beauty of the Gospel.

2. It takes two people who are poles apart and unites them in Jesus Christ.

B. The rich.
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1. James does not have anything good to say about the rich.

2. He has many things to say bad about them as we will see.

3. Throughout this Epistle James 2:6, 7, 5:1-6) "rich" is a term of reproach.  ,
Biblical Illustrator – James, (Rio,WI: AGES, 2005), WORDsearch CROSS
e-book, Under: "Chapter 1".

4. Jeremiah 9:23-24 (NKJV) 23  Thus says the LORD: "Let not the wise man
glory in his wisdom, Let not the mighty man glory in his might, Nor let the
rich man glory in his riches; 24  But let him who glories glory in this, That
he understands and knows Me, That I am the LORD, exercising
lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness in the earth. For in these I
delight," says the LORD. 

5. The rich and the poor are one in Christ Jesus and all are poor miserable
sinners saved by grace.  A. T. Robertson, Studies in the Epistle of James
(New York: George H. Doran Company, 1915), 70.

C. Glory in his humiliation.

1. The rich young ruler went away sorrowful for he had great possessions.

2. Often times possessions keeps a person from coming to Jesus for they trust
in their riches and not God.

3. But when persecution comes the rich see that they have much more to
loose than the poor man who has nothing.

4. But James says to rejoice in the spoiling of your goods for Christ sake.

5. Rejoice that you had something to give up for Him.

6. Some of the most amazing stories are those of rich people who literally
sold all that they had and gave it away and then went to be a missionary
themselves.

D.  Because as a flower of the field he will pass away

1. 1 Peter 1:24 (NKJV)  24 because “All flesh is as grass, And all the glory of
man as the flower of the grass. The grass withers, And its flower falls
away,

2. Isaiah 40:6-8 (NKJV)  6  The voice said, "Cry out!" And he said, "What
shall I cry?" "All flesh is grass, And all its loveliness is like the flower of
the field. 7  The grass withers, the flower fades, Because the breath of the
LORD blows upon it; Surely the people are grass. 8  The grass withers, the
flower fades, But the word of our God stands forever." 

3. The poor man is still a man and the rich man is only a man.
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4. In God’s sight we are all equal and at the foot of the cross there is no
difference.

The poor man in Christ should never undervalue himself for Christ has exalted him and will exalt
him in due time.

The worth of something is determined by what someone is willing to pay for it. Jesus paid with
His life for those who put their trust in Him.

The rich man will one day be like the poor man for riches are only temporary and are simply gifts
from above.

But it is better to suffer the loss of all earthy things to gain heavenly things. Glory in your
humiliation.

 Now he speaks to both poor and rich. To the first he says, Glory in your high estate, your
spiritual wealth. To the other, Rejoice when you are brought low. Perhaps he means that the rich
Christian was a special prize for the persecutors and spoilers of Christians—one of the trials was
the loss of money; or possibly that by the teaching of the Gospel the rich man was reduced to the
level of the poor, and made to kneel by his side. Charles Brown, The General Epistle of James,
ed. A. R. Buckland, First Edition., A Devotional Commentary (London: The Religious Tract
Society, 1907), 22.

Human Exaltation and Humiliation

I. CHRISTIANITY TEACHES THAT MAN, HOWEVER LOW IN DEGREE, IS MAN STILL.
The millions are not aware of the greatness of their nature. Spite of the fall, man still possesses
intelligence, conscience, moral sensibility, and power to will. Redemption comes to him as an
angel of light, and proposes to take the wanderer by the hand, and conduct him to the great
Father—to glory and perfection.

II. CHRISTIANITY TEACHES THAT MAN, HOWEVER EXALTED IN POSITION, IS BUT
MAN. It is as great an error in the rich to think too highly of themselves as it is for the poor to
think too meanly of themselves. The spirit of many is, that pence make shillings, shillings make
pounds, and pounds make men. How common, but how erroneous this! Christianity gives us the
true idea of humanity. Only let its light enter the mind—then the poor, the degraded, the rude
barbarian, the privileged Jew, the philosophic Greek, and the cultivated European, will feel that
they are men, and but men. The one is exalted, the Other is made low.

III. CHRISTIANITY TEACHES THAT ALL MEN, INDEPENDENT OF CIRCUMSTANCES,
ARE EQUAL. The brother of low degree and the rich are one in everything which constitutes
man.

1. Physically (Genesis 3:20, 10:32; Acts 17:26).

2. Morally. Our common depravity proves the oneness of the race.
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IV. CHRISTIANITY TEACHES THAT MAN IS THE SUBJECT OF GREAT VICISSITUDES.

1. Riches are not of human, but of Divine disposal.

2. Riches and poverty are no proof of Divine pleasure and displeasure.

3. The only test of Divine approval or disapproval is moral character.

V. CHRISTIANITY TEACHES THAT THE EXALTATION OF THE POOR AND THE
HUMILIATION OF THE RICH ARE SOURCES OF REJOICING. They now see their nature in
the light of Christianity. Their errors are corrected; they now think of themselves as they ought to
think; they now behold their equality with each other. Between them there is no feeling of
superiority and inferiority. They rejoice in their common brotherhood and oneness. (J. Briggs.)

, Biblical Illustrator – James, (Rio,WI: AGES, 2005), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under:
"Chapter 1".

1 Corinthians 4:7 (NKJV) 7  For who makes you differ from another? And what do you have that
you did not receive? Now if you did indeed receive it, why do you boast as if you had not
received it? 

Isaiah 65:5 (NKJV) 5  Who say, 'Keep to yourself, Do not come near me, For I am holier than
you!' These are smoke in My nostrils, A fire that burns all the day. 

At no point are people more sensitive than about money. A. T. Robertson, Studies in the Epistle
of James (New York: George H. Doran Company, 1915), 70.
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