
Temptation and the Believer
James 1:12 (NKJV) 

12  Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive
the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. 

I. What is temptation?

A. The same word is translated as trial as well as temptation.

1. It is the context that defines the word.

2. In James the Greek word is translated as trial and temptation.

a. Trials are a difficulty that we are forced to undergo.

b. Temptation is a solicitation to do evil, to act contrary to God’s
word.

3. Notice in the next verse it is definitely talking about temptation.

a. James 1:13 (NKJV) 13  Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am
tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He
Himself tempt anyone. 

b. Here we see the temptation by evil or temptation to sin.

B. Some examples.

1. Eve was tempted.

2. Job had trials.

3. David went through trials when Saul pursued his life.

4. David was tempted to number the people.

5. Jesus was tempted by the devil.

6. Jesus went through trials in the garden, at His trial and on the cross.

II. How do we endure it?

A. By not yielding to the temptation.

1. Joseph would not yield to Potiphar’s wife while he went through the trials
of slavery.

a. If Joseph had yielded to the temptation of Potiphar’s wife he would
not have faced the trial of prision.

b. But he would never have been blessed.
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2. Daniel and the 3 Hebrew children did not yield to temptation to eat the
king’s food choosing instead to suffer trials if need be.

B. By looking for God’s way to escape it.

1. 1 Corinthians 10:13 (NKJV) 13  No temptation has overtaken you except
such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to
be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also
make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it. 

C. By resisting Satan and his tricks and deceptions.

1. All temptations fall into three categories.

a. 1 John 2:16   For all that [is] in the world — the lust of the flesh,
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life — is not of the Father but
is of the world.

b. Lust of the flesh.

c. The lust of the eyes.

d. The pride of life.

2. But James will also tell us that we are lead astray by our own flesh.

a. James 1:14  But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his
own desires and enticed. 15  Then, when desire has conceived, it
gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.

3. To be tempted is not a sin.

a. Hebrews 4:15   For we do not have a High Priest who cannot
sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all [points] tempted as
[we are, yet] without sin.

b. Jesus faced all the temptations we do because He had a physical
body just like ours.

c. But He did not yield to the temptation, but remained true to His
Father.

d. Colossians 2:15   Having disarmed principalities and powers, He
made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.

e. Hebrews 12:2  looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of [our]
faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God.

III. What is the result of this endurance?
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A. Blessed

1. It is the same word use in the beatitudes and has a basic meaning of happy.

2. That is for those who endure, persevere.

3. Because God has given us the victory over it.

4. Because we have proved faithful to the Lord.

B. God’s approval

1. With each temptation we get the victory over we are approved by God.

2. Revelation 3:4   “You have a few names even in Sardis who have not
defiled their garments; and they shall walk with Me in white, for they are
worthy.

C. the Crown of life

1. Promised

a. 1 Corinthians 9:25  And everyone who competes [for the prize] is
temperate in all things. Now they [do it] to obtain a perishable
crown, but we [for] an imperishable [crown].

b. 1 Peter 1:7  that the genuineness of your faith, [being] much more
precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be
found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ,

c. Revelation 2:10  “Do not fear any of those things which you are
about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw [some] of you
into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation
ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of
life.

2. Those who love Him

a. John 14:21 (NKJV) 21  He who has My commandments and keeps
them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved
by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him." 

b. Nehemiah 1:5 ¶  And I said: “I pray, LORD God of heaven, O
great and awesome God, [You] who keep [Your] covenant and
mercy with those who love You and observe Your commandments,

c. 1 Corinthians 2:9  But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear
heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man The things which
God has prepared for those who love Him.”

Happy is the one who passes the tests of temptations. For God will favor him and give him an
eternal reward, the crown of life which He gives to all those who love Him.
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Galatians 6:1 (NKJV)

6 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a
spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted.

Jms. 1:12 takes up Mt. 5:4, 10ff. but goes further by promising the crown of life to those who
endure trial and stand the test.  Gerhard Kittel, Gerhard Friedrich, and Geoffrey William
Bromiley, Theological Dictionary of the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans,
1985), 823.

Luke 11:4 (NKJV)

    4      And forgive us our sins, For we also forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And do not
lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one.”

The world of ideas behind peirasmos, temptation, trial, as it is used in the NT in the religious
sense, is generally dependent on the OT. It also has much in common with the views of the
Essenes, although the cosmic dualism of Qumran is not to be found in the NT. Here, as at
Qumran, believers are constantly being tempted to fall away from God. They must protect
themselves with spiritual armour (Eph_6:10) against the attacks of the “prince of this world”
(Joh_12:31; Joh_14:30; Joh_16:11; cf. Mat_9:34; Mat_12:24; 1Co_2:6, 1Co_2:8; Eph_2:2), and
stand firm, sober, watchful (1Pe_5:8) and in prayer (Eph_6:18). In this way the willing spirit can
keep control of the weak flesh, so that the beleaguered entry gate for Satanic temptations may
remain closed (Mar_14:38). The weakness of the flesh is also described as desire (epithymia),
which entices man into temptation (Jas_1:14), so that the power of the evil one closes over him
like a trap (pagis, 1Ti_6:9). A new element, as against the OT, is the constant danger of falling
into sin: Satan can use all sorts of things to lead us into temptation (1Co_7:5; 1Th_3:5).
Anything can become a temptation (Gal_6:1). In Gal_4:14 two thoughts are intertwined: “and
though my condition was a trial to you, you did not scorn or despise me, but received me as an
angel of God, as Jesus Christ.” The meaning is: You have overcome the temptation which my
illness presented to you, and have not rejected me contemptuously in my illness. The illness may
have been connected with Paul’s eyes (Gal_4:15; cf. Gal_6:11) and may have been his “thorn in
the flesh” (2Co_12:7; Fruit, art.   óêïìëïø ). The temptation which threatens the church at Corinth
has hitherto been such as man can bear (1Co_10:13). It lies in apparently innocuous association
with pagans, which can however lead to idolatry and immorality (cf. vv. 1Co_10:7 f. and the
earlier discussions of immorality in 1Co_5:1 and eating meat offered to idols in 1Co_8:1). 
Dictionary of New Testament Theology
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