
Sin and Death
James 1:13-16 (NKJV) 

13  Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by
evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. 14  But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by
his own desires and enticed. 15  Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin,
when it is full-grown, brings forth death. 16  Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. 

When James thinks about temptation he gets right to the point.

He wants his readers to be sure about several things.

When we sin we often blame others.

We have become the blame others generation.

That way we have not personal responsibility ourselves as long as it is someone else’s fault.

But James has a different view. A biblical view.

I. When you are tempted.

A. It is not if we are tempted but when we are tempted.

B. Temptations is like the all you can eat smorgasbord.

1. Some things appeal to you while other things appeal to me.

2. We have different temptations but we all have temptations.

3. Ecclesiastes 7:20   For [there is] not a just man on earth who does good
And does not sin.

II. It does not come from God.

A. Temptation to evil has nothing in common with God.

1. When Jesus came there was nothing in Him that Satan could lay hold of.

2. 1 John 1:5   This is the message which we have heard from Him and
declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.

3. John 14:30  “I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this
world is coming, and he has nothing in Me. 

B. God is untemptable.

1. This is the only time this word is found in the New Testament.

2. James coins a word here to say that God is beyond temptation.

3. There is nothing on the smorgasbord that He is interested in.

C. He does not tempt anyone with evil.
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1. Since God is light and in Him is no darkness at all it is impossible that
God would solicit anyone with evil to sin.

D. We must blame someone else.

1. Just like Adam and Eve

2. We want to be free of the accusation so we look for others to blame.

3. Our parents are to blame, our brother or sister, our husband or our wife.

4. But in doing so we are ultimately blaming God by saying that if God
would have just gave me better people or circumstances I would not have
sinned.

III. The real source of temptation.

A. We are drawn away by our own desires.

1. Temptation comes from within.

a. Ever since the fall man had a tendency toward sin.

b. We have desires that are good and proper but we follow them to
excess or extreme.

c. Financial gain, is not bad unless it is our God.

d. Food is not evil unless it controls our lives.

e. Sex is healthy in the bonds of marriage.

f. But we have a tendency to go beyond what God has offered us to
bring joy and pleasure.

g. We are like the alcoholic that cannot take just one drink.

h. Or we are like the straying animal that thinks the grass is greener
on the other side of the fence.

i. Like my dog, when you give him some food he will take it and be
happy until you give some food to the other dog and then he wants
that food.

2. But you see the idea of desire is only temptation.

a. It is when desire meets with the bait that we are in trouble.

B. We are enticed

1. Temptation also comes from without.

a. It is like the fish that is swimming along minding his own business
when plop the fisherman throws in the hook all nicely baited.
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b. He is looks at it and then strikes at it.

c. That is how sin comes about.

2. And the devil is an excellent fisherman.

a. He knows what we like and where our weaknesses are.

b. He uses just the right bait.

c. And pow we have been caught.

IV. When desire is fully explored it brings sin.

A. He uses the idea of conception here.

B. I have the most beautiful tomato plant right beside my swimming pool.

1. It is lush and green.

2. It has the most beautiful blooms on it.

3. But I think it will never produce a tomato.

4. Not because it is going to be frozen to death this Thursday.

5. But because it takes a bee of some sort to make it conceive a tomato. 

6. That is the way James describes sin.

7. If there is inappropriate desire that is one thing but when the desire meets
with the ability to fulfill itself then we have full blown sin.

V. When sin is complete it brings death.

A. Death means separation.

1. When we die the soul is separated from the body.

a. That is physical death.

2. When the soul is separated from God that is spiritual death.

3. But when the soul is cast into hell that is eternal death.

B. Sin always brings some sort of death.

1. Physical death is the result of sin.

a. Romans 6:23   For the wages of sin [is] death,

2. But when a believer sins that is a separation between God and that person
that takes place.

3. Sin separates from God.

a. Isaiah 59:1 ¶  Behold, the LORD’S hand is not shortened, That it
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cannot save; Nor His ear heavy, That it cannot hear.  2  But your
iniquities have separated you from your God; And your sins have
hidden [His] face from you, So that He will not hear.

4. The fellowship is broken.

5. The rebel cannot have fellowship with his King when he stands against the
King.

C. One of the saddest things to watch is for a believer to fall into sin and fall out of a
relationship with God.

VI. Don’t be deceived.

A. So many people are deceived about sin, its source, its power and its end.

B. The prophet of old said, Numbers 32:23   “But if you do not do so, then take note,
you have sinned against the LORD; and be sure your sin will find you out.

VII. But there is a way, if you will repent.

A. 1 John 1:9   If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us [our] sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
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