
Everything Good
James 1:17 (NKJV)

 
17  Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of
lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning. 

James started out dealing with the trials that face us in life. 

He then moved on to the temptations that we face and tells us that God does not tempt people to
sin.

Most people go through life just trying to sort things out.

They see no purpose other than themselves in life.

They face trials and tragedies but with no seeming rhyme of reason.

James what his Christian brethren that God is a good God, unlike the pagans.

He is not capricious but He has a plan and purpose for each of our lives for our good.

So let us look at this as James lays it out for us.

I. Who is the Giver?

A. God the Father, the Father of Lights

1. Light speaks of truth and liberty it brings.

a. John 1:9 (NKJV) 9  That was the true Light which gives light to
every man coming into the world. 

2. Light speaks of sinlessness.

a. 1 John 1:5 (NKJV) 5  This is the message which we have heard
from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no
darkness at all. 

3. Light stands against darkness and sin.

a. John 8:12 (NKJV) 12  Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I
am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in
darkness, but have the light of life." 

B. He is above

1. This is more about position than location.

2. Ephesians 1:21-23 (NKJV) 21  far above all principality and power and
might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age
but also in that which is to come. 22  And He put all things under His feet,
and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 23  which is His
body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. 
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II. What does He give?

A. Wisdom

1. James 1:5 (NKJV) 5  If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who
gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 

B. His own Son for us.

1. John 3:16 (NKJV) 16  For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life. 

2. 1 John 4:10  In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us
and sent His Son [to be] the propitiation for our sins.

C. Only good things.

1. Matthew 7:11 (NKJV) 11  If you then, being evil, know how to give good
gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven
give good things to those who ask Him! 

2. James 1:17  Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and
comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or
shadow of turning. 

3. Romans 8:32 (NKJV) 32  He who did not spare His own Son, but
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us
all things? 

D. Repentance

1. Acts 5:31  “Him God has exalted to His right hand [to be] Prince and
Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.

2. Acts 11:18  When they heard these things they became silent; and they
glorified God, saying, “Then God has also granted to the Gentiles
repentance to life.”

E. Our faith

1. Philippians 1:29  For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not
only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake,

F. Eternal life

1. Romans 6:23  For the wages of sin [is] death, but the gift of God [is]
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

2. 1 John 5:11  And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life,
and this life is in His Son.  12  He who has the Son has life; he who does
not have the Son of God does not have life.
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G. All spiritual gifts

1. Romans 12:6  Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is
given to us, [let us use them]: if prophecy, [let us prophesy] in proportion
to our faith;

H. I think you get the idea.

III. What can we count on about our Father?

A. He does not change.

1. There is nothing else and no one else that does not change beside God.

2. This makes His promises sure

B. He is not capricious.

1. God is the one great constant in the Christian’s life.

2. He is always there for us and He always understands us.

3. He doesn’t act crazy like our friends and other people.

C. He is single purposed although diverse in His actions.

1. Each plan for each person is tailor made.

2. He recognizes our individuality

3. But He loves us all the same.

D. He is always good.

1. God could no more do evil or do something devious than Satan could be
good.

E. He would never hurt us out of spite.

1. Even when we fail, He is faithful.

2. Even when we sin, He is merciful.

IV. Everything we receive from Him is good and profitable.

A. Even death takes us from the pain and sorrow of this life and brings us to heaven
to be with Him.

B. Even pain and suffering works in us to remove the dross of our lives and to bring
us into closer fellowship with Him.

What a blessing that God is to each of us.

He loves us and has nothing but good for us.

How does that make you feel? 
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