
Begotten of God
James 1:18 (NKJV)

 
18  Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we might be a kind of
firstfruits of His creatures. 

The Amplified Bible translates this verse this way. James 1:18 (AMP) 

18  And it was of His own [free] will that He gave us birth [as sons] by [His] Word of Truth, so
that we should be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures [a sample of what He created to be
consecrated to Himself]. 

What does it mean to give birth. Some children are planned and others are not. I know a little
about both kinds.

But God has no unplanned births, spiritual births. For that is what James is talking about. It has
nothing to do with your first birth, your fleshly birth, your watery birth.

I remember it like is was yesterday. After Nancy and I have been married for 8 months, she came
to me to talk about having a baby to add to our family. Before the child was ever conceived he
was loved and longed for.

Some people love the babies when they are born, although most mothers love the babies as they
carry them in the womb. I don’t know for sure but that might be why the child must be carried for
9 months.

But our spiritual birth is different.

And that is what James wants to tell us about today.

I. He Brought us forth

A. But where we before.

1. Our society thinks that children are born perfect and that if we can just
keep them perfect they will be perfect.

2. Well the fact that no one has ever raised a perfect child tells us that we are
all failures or that we had something that was broken to start with.

3. The Bible teaches what is called hereditary depravity.

a. That does not meant that your child will be totally bad in every
way.

b. What it does mean that you child will have some bad tendencies in
all parts of their lives.

c. Genesis 8:21 (NKJV) 21  And the LORD smelled a soothing
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aroma. Then the LORD said in His heart, "I will never again curse
the ground for man's sake, although the imagination of man's heart
is evil from his youth; nor will I again destroy every living thing as
I have done. 

d. Genesis 6:5-7 (NKJV) 5  Then the LORD saw that the wickedness
of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts
of his heart was only evil continually. 6  And the LORD was sorry
that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His
heart. 7  So the LORD said, "I will destroy man whom I have
created from the face of the earth, both man and beast, creeping
thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made them." 

e. Psalm 51:5 (NKJV) 5  Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And
in sin my mother conceived me. 

f. Matthew 15:19 (NKJV) 19  For out of the heart proceed evil
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness,
blasphemies. 

g. Mark 7:21-23 (NKJV) 21  For from within, out of the heart of men,
proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 22  thefts,
covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an evil eye,
blasphemy, pride, foolishness. 23  All these evil things come from
within and defile a man." 

h. This previous verse totally destroys the modern idea that evil
comes from without and defiles the child, no, it comes from within.

4. This is so totally important because if your understanding is wrong on this
it will be wrong on every area of salvation.

a. That is why most religion is a religion of self-salvation.

b. You essentially work your way to heaven.

c. And that is why most denominations say that you can have
salvation and then loose it.

d. So if you have salvation this morning:

(1) you didn’t earn it, it was a gift from God.

(2) the church didn’t give it to you and the church can’t take it
away.

(3) the preacher didn’t give it to you and the preacher can’t
take it away.

(4) you didn’t give it to you and not even you can take it away.
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B. This word describes quite literally the birth of a child.

1. You see you didn’t get here on your own to start with.

2. If your parents didn’t have any children you probably won’t have any
either.

3. We are born spiritually dead in sins.

a. Ephesians 2:1, 5 (NKJV) 

(1) 1  And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and
sins

(2) 5  even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive
together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 

b. Dead does not mean disabled.

c. Dead does not mean sick or weak.

d. Dead means dead.

4. So we were spiritually dead when God came along and give us a spiritual
birth.

C. In other places this is described as regeneration or to be born again.

1. Jesus first uses it in His midnight conversation with the religious ruler,
Nicodemus.

a. John 3:3 (NKJV) 3  Jesus answered and said to him, "Most
assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God." 

2. Regeneration is to be given spiritual life by the Sprit of God.

a. John 3:6-8 (NKJV) 6  That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7  Do not marvel that I said
to you, 'You must be born again.' 8  The wind blows where it
wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes
from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit." 

II. Of His own will 

A. How many of you had children that told you, “I didn’t ask to be born.”

1. Like that is a profound thought.

2. You see the key here is not that we were born of God but it was of His
own will that we were born-again.

B. John 1:11-13 (NKJV) 11  He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.
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12  But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of
God, to those who believe in His name: 13  who were born, not of blood, nor of
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

1. If the new birth was by blood than it would be like royalty, something you
were born to be by virtue of your parents.

2. If the new birth was by the will of the flesh, then maybe you would will it
and bring it to pass or others could will it for you and bring it about.

3. If the new birth was by the will of man then every Sunday School teacher
would will it for their pupils. Or every pastor would will it for the
congregation.

4. But the new birth is produced by none of those things, it is produced by
God’s will. That is the source of all blessing.

5. Now we more fully understand verse 17

a. James 1:17 (NKJV) 17  Every good gift and every perfect gift is
from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom
there is no variation or shadow of turning. 

How many of God’s children seem ungrateful for the spiritual life that they have been given.

Let us always praise our loving heavenly Father for His birthing us into His family.

Let us spread the great news, that all that come to Him that He will receive and without merit or
cause in them.

Revelation 5:9-10 (NKJV) 

9  And they sang a new song, saying: "You are worthy to take the scroll, And to open its seals;
For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue
and people and nation, 10  And have made us kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign
on the earth." 

Glory be to God and God alone.
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b.

III. By the word of truth

IV. That we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures.

1 Peter 1:23 (NKJV) 

23  having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God
which lives and abides forever, 

1 Thessalonians 2:13 (NKJV) 

13  For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word of
God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the
word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe. 

1 Peter 1:3 (NKJV) 

3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy
has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
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