
How God Prepared for Christmas
Luke 1:5-25 (NKJV) 

5  There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the
division of Abijah. His wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6  And
they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the
Lord blameless. 7  But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and they were both well
advanced in years. 8  So it was, that while he was serving as priest before God in the order of his
division, 9  according to the custom of the priesthood, his lot fell to burn incense when he went
into the temple of the Lord. 10  And the whole multitude of the people was praying outside at the
hour of incense. 11  Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing on the right side of the
altar of incense. 12  And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him. 13 
But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard; and your wife
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. 14  And you will have joy and
gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth. 15  For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and
shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from
his mother's womb. 16  And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 
He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, 'to turn the hearts of the fathers to
the children,' and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for
the Lord." 18  And Zacharias said to the angel, "How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and
my wife is well advanced in years." 19  And the angel answered and said to him, "I am Gabriel,
who stands in the presence of God, and was sent to speak to you and bring you these glad tidings.
20  But behold, you will be mute and not able to speak until the day these things take place,
because you did not believe my words which will be fulfilled in their own time." 21  And the
people waited for Zacharias, and marveled that he lingered so long in the temple. 22  But when
he came out, he could not speak to them; and they perceived that he had seen a vision in the
temple, for he beckoned to them and remained speechless. 23  And so it was, as soon as the days
of his service were completed, that he departed to his own house. 24  Now after those days his
wife Elizabeth conceived; and she hid herself five months, saying, 25  "Thus the Lord has dealt
with me, in the days when He looked on me, to take away my reproach among people." 

Oh the shopping world is in quite a dither this year.

Yes there are 6 less shopping days between Thanksgiving and Christmas this year.

I don’t know how that really makes a difference since it seems that Christmas advertizing starts
just a little before Halloween.

But never the less this is some sort of crisis that hasn’t been around since 2013, like that was
ancient history or something.

Any man knows that you can do all the Christmas shopping the last 2 days before Christmas.

But I understand getting ready for Christmas for even God had some things He set up before that
first Christmas.
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One of the most important is something that usually does not get too much attention on the
church calendar.

And that is the sending of John the Baptist into the world 6 months before the birth of Jesus.

Why did God see that as necessary?

What was God’s purpose in this?

What was the result?

I. The foretold prophet

A. Isaiah 40:3-8 (NKJV) 

1. 3  The voice of one crying in the wilderness: "Prepare the way of the
LORD; Make straight in the desert A highway for our God. 4  Every valley
shall be exalted And every mountain and hill brought low; The crooked
places shall be made straight And the rough places smooth; 5  The glory of
the LORD shall be revealed, And all flesh shall see it together; For the
mouth of the LORD has spoken." 6  The voice said, "Cry out!" And he
said, "What shall I cry?" "All flesh is grass, And all its loveliness is like
the flower of the field. 7  The grass withers, the flower fades, Because the
breath of the LORD blows upon it; Surely the people are grass. 8  The
grass withers, the flower fades, But the word of our God stands forever." 

B. Malachi 3:1 (NKJV) 

1. 1  "Behold, I send My messenger, And he will prepare the way before Me.
And the Lord, whom you seek, Will suddenly come to His temple, Even
the Messenger of the covenant, In whom you delight. Behold, He is
coming," Says the LORD of hosts. 

C. Malachi 4:5-6 (NKJV) 

1. 5  Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet Before the coming of the
great and dreadful day of the LORD. 6  And he will turn The hearts of the
fathers to the children, And the hearts of the children to their fathers, Lest I
come and strike the earth with a curse." 

II. The unlikely birth

A. God chose a couple that were godly but old.

1. 5  There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain priest
named Zacharias, of the division of Abijah. His wife was of the daughters
of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6  And they were both righteous
before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord
blameless. 

B. They would raise a godly child.
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C. But they had none until God gave their son the greatest responsibility in history.

1.  15  For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither
wine nor strong drink. He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even
from his mother's womb. 16  And he will turn many of the children of
Israel to the Lord their God. 17  He will also go before Him in the spirit
and power of Elijah, 'to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children,' and
the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared
for the Lord." 

III. What he did to prepare for Jesus

A. He preached repentance to all the people.

1. Matthew 3:1-12 (NKJV) 

a. 1  In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness
of Judea, 2  and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand!" 3  For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah,
saying: "The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 'Prepare the
way of the LORD; Make His paths straight.' " 4  And John himself
was clothed in camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist;
and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5  Then Jerusalem, all
Judea, and all the region around the Jordan went out to him 6  and
were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins. 7  But
when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his
baptism, he said to them, "Brood of vipers! Who warned you to
flee from the wrath to come? 8  Therefore bear fruits worthy of
repentance, 9  and do not think to say to yourselves, 'We have
Abraham as our father.' For I say to you that God is able to raise up
children to Abraham from these stones. 10  And even now the ax is
laid to the root of the trees. Therefore every tree which does not
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11  I indeed
baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming
after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry.
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12  His
winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out
His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will
burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire." 

B. Repentance means to have a change of mind and heart.

C. Jesus last message to the church was not the great commission but is found in
Revelation chapters 2 and 3.

1. It is repent.

a. Ephesus; Revelation 2:5 (NKJV) 5  Remember therefore from
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where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will
come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its
place--unless you repent. 

b. Pergamos; Revelation 2:16 (NKJV) 16  Repent, or else I will come
to you quickly and will fight against them with the sword of My
mouth. 

c. Thyatira; Revelation 2:20-21 (NKJV) 20  Nevertheless I have a
few things against you, because you allow that woman Jezebel,
who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce My servants to
commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. 21 
And I gave her time to repent of her sexual immorality, and she did
not repent. 

d. Sardis; Revelation 3:3 (NKJV) 3  Remember therefore how you
have received and heard; hold fast and repent. Therefore if you will
not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and you will not know
what hour I will come upon you. 

e. Laodicea; Revelation 3:19 (NKJV) 19  As many as I love, I rebuke
and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. 

2. There is a repentance unto salvation, that John preached.

3. There is also a repentance that God’s people are called to in order to get
back on track with God.

4. One or the other will work with each of us this morning.

5. Do you need to repent of your life of sin and rebellion against God?

6. Or do you as a Christian need to repent?

a. Of your hardness of heart.

b. Of your spiritual deafness in not seeing what God has been trying
to get you to see.

c. Of your complacency in not caring for the things of God like you
should.

d. Maybe of your worldliness forgetting that friendship with the
world is to be a enmity with God.

e. Or it could be your pride that is blocking you from Christmas.

f. Or your anger and unforgiveness.

g. Whatever it is listen to John as he stood in the wilderness, hear him
say repent make path for the Lord in your life today.
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John 1:19-23 (NKJV) 

19  Now this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to
ask him, "Who are you?" 20  He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, "I am not the
Christ." 21  And they asked him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you the
Prophet?" And he answered, "No." 22  Then they said to him, "Who are you, that we may give an
answer to those who sent us? What do you say about yourself?" 23  He said: "I am 'The voice of
one crying in the wilderness: "Make straight the way of the LORD," ' as the prophet Isaiah said." 

Mark 1:1-8 (NKJV) 

1  The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2  As it is written in the Prophets:
"Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, Who will prepare Your way before You." 3 
"The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the LORD; Make His paths
straight.' " 4  John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of repentance for
the remission of sins. 5  Then all the land of Judea, and those from Jerusalem, went out to him
and were all baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins. 6  Now John was clothed
with camel's hair and with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 
And he preached, saying, "There comes One after me who is mightier than I, whose sandal strap I
am not worthy to stoop down and loose. 8  I indeed baptized you with water, but He will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit." 

Matthew 11:7-11 (NKJV) 

7  As they departed, Jesus began to say to the multitudes concerning John: "What did you go out
into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8  But what did you go out to see? A man
clothed in soft garments? Indeed, those who wear soft clothing are in kings' houses. 9  But what
did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and more than a prophet. 10  For this is he of
whom it is written: 'Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, Who will prepare Your way
before You.' 11  "Assuredly, I say to you, among those born of women there has not risen one
greater than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 
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