
Love Was When God Became a Man

Matthew 1:23 (NKJV) 

23  "Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name
Immanuel," which is translated, "God with us." 

What would cause God to transcend from heaven to earth?

Heaven is a place of holiness and truth while the earth is filled with sin and lie.

What would cause God to give up the exclusive spirit life to put on flesh?

Verses like He knows that we are but dust don’t reflect well on the human condition.

What would cause God, the creator, to become like one of His created beings?

God is so beyond us that it seems like an unfathomable leap.

But we want to consider this today.

I. The Fact of it.

A. This verse is both an Old Testament verse and a New Testament verse.

1. It was written some 700 years before Jesus was born.

a. Isaiah 7:14  Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign;
Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel.

b. Isaiah 9:6  For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and
the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace. 

c. Isaiah 9:7  Of the increase of [his] government and peace [there
shall be] no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom,
to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from
henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will
perform this.

2. Matthew pulls this verse to show that Jesus came in fulfilment of the
promise of God.

B. If Jesus was just a great teacher then Christmas is a lie.

1. He was man but He still retained His divinity.

II. The How of it.

A. It is a great mystery.
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1. He was man 100%

2. Matthew 13:53-58 (NKJV)  53  Now it came to pass, when Jesus had
finished these parables, that He departed from there. 54  And when He had
come to His own country, He taught them in their synagogue, so that they
were astonished and said, "Where did this Man get this wisdom and these
mighty works? 55  Is this not the carpenter's son? Is not His mother called
Mary? And His brothers James, Joses, Simon, and Judas? 56  And His
sisters, are they not all with us? Where then did this Man get all these
things?" 57  So they were offended at Him. But Jesus said to them, "A
prophet is not without honor except in his own country and in his own
house." 58  Now He did not do many mighty works there because of their
unbelief. 

3. (Matt. 13:53-58)   This passage indicates that those people who knew
Jesus best, the neighbors with whom he had lived and worked for thirty
years, saw him as no more than an ordinary man—a good man, no doubt,
fair and kind and truthful, but certainly not a prophet of God who could
work miracles and certainly not God himself in the flesh.  Wayne Grudem,
Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine, (Grand
Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1994), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 534.

B. Just as a great a mystery as how God made all living things in the beginning.

1. But this was not a creation.

2. It was a natural child birth just like us except God was the father.

C. But Mary was the mother and God was the Father.

1. The God who made man from dust and the woman from a part of Adam
would have no problem creating the part that was needed to complete the
first cell from which Jesus grew into manhood.

2. Mary contributed the human part and God the divine.

3. Romans 8:3  For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through
the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for
sin, condemned sin in the flesh:

III. The Need of it

A. So He could fulfil the first promise of a deliverer.

1. And God said to the serpent, “And I will put enmity Between you and the
woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head,
And you shall bruise His heel." Genesis 3:15 (NKJV) 

B. So that He could be the mediator to stand and take hold of God and man both.
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1. Job 9:33  Nor is there any mediator between us, [Who] may lay his hand
on us both.

2. 1 Timothy 2:5  For [there is] one God and one Mediator between God and
men, [the] Man Christ Jesus,

C. So He could be the promised Messiah the descendant of David.

1. Isaiah 11:10 (NKJV) 10  "And in that day there shall be a Root of Jesse,
Who shall stand as a banner to the people; For the Gentiles shall seek Him,
And His resting place shall be glorious." 

2. Romans 1:3  Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made
of the seed of David according to the flesh;

D. So He could have the victory of Satan.

1. This Jesus would crush the head of Satan.

a. Genesis 3:15 (NKJV) 15  And I will put enmity Between you and
the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise
your head, And you shall bruise His heel." 

2. He would destroy the works of the devil.

a. 1 John 3:8 (NKJV) 8  He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has
sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was
manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 

E. So He could die for our sin.

1. If Jesus was only human with a human father and mother then He would
have been a sinner and could only die for His own sin.

2. But because He was God and man He was sinless and could become the
perfect, pure sacrifice that the law demanded.

3. Isaiah 53:5  But he [was] wounded for our transgressions, [he was] bruised
for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace [was] upon him; and with
his stripes we are healed.  6  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have
turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the
iniquity of us all.

4. Romans 5:5-8 (NKJV) 5  Now hope does not disappoint, because the love
of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given
to us. 6  For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died
for the ungodly. 7  For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet
perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. 8  But God
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us. 

FBC Toulon December 8, 2019 Love Was When God Became a Man Page 3



F. So He could rise for our justification.

1. Because He was perfectly sinless death could have not hold upon Him.

2. The wages of sin is death but He never sinned.

3. Romans 4:25  Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again
for our justification.

4. Romans 3:25  Whom God hath set forth [to be] a propitiation through faith
in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are
past, through the forbearance of God;

G. So He could return and sit on the throne of His father David forever.

1. Revelation 11:15  Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud
voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdoms of this world have become [the
kingdoms] of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and
ever!”

Hail, sovereign love that formed the plan
To save rebellious, ruined man!
Hail, matchless, free, eternal grace,
That gave my soul a hiding-place.

Against the God that rules the sky,
I fought, with weapons lifted high,
I madly ran the sinful race,
Regardless of a hiding-place.

Enwrapped in thick Egyptian night,
And fond of darkness more than light,
Madly I ran the sinful race,
Secure without a hiding-place.

But thus th’eternal counsel ran,
"Almighty love, arrest that man!"
I felt the arrows of distress,
And found I had no hiding-place.

Indignant justice stood in view,
To Sinai’s fiery mount I flew,
But justice cried, with frowning face,
"This mountain is no hiding-place!"

Ere long a heav’nly voice I heard,
And mercy’s angel form appeared;
She led me on with placid pace,
To Jesus, as my hiding-place.

Should storms of sevenfold thunder roll,
And shake the globe from pole to pole;
No flaming bolt could daunt my face,
For Jesus is my hiding place.

On Him almighty vengeance fell,
That must have sunk a world to hell;
He bore it for the chosen race
And thus became their hiding-place.

A few more rolling suns at most,
Shall land me on fair Canaan’s coast.
Where I shall sing the song of grace,
And see my glorious hiding-place.
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