
God Works in Strange Ways
 Luke 1:26-38 (NKJV) 

26  Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named
Nazareth, 27  to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The
virgin's name was Mary. 28  And having come in, the angel said to her, "Rejoice, highly favored
one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!" 29  But when she saw him, she was
troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of greeting this was. 30  Then the angel said
to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31  And behold, you will
conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS. 32  He will be
great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of
His father David. 33  And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom
there will be no end." 34  Then Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I do not know a
man?" 35  And the angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will
be called the Son of God. 36  Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son in her
old age; and this is now the sixth month for her who was called barren. 37  For with God nothing
will be impossible." 38  Then Mary said, "Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me
according to your word." And the angel departed from her. 

It always has amazed me the way God does things.

In the creation God did it all. He did not ask for assistance from the Angels and of course there
was no one else there at that time.

But so often in human history God even when he performs a miracle  involves human agency.
God could've brought the curses upon Egypt without Moses. He could've conquered the promised
land without Joshua. He could've proclaim the gospel to the Ninevites without Jonah.

But God often selects weak and broken humans to do his will. So it is in our story today.

That should give us hope. For God still use is weak and broken humans to accomplish his will
today.

And what a wonderful story this makes that a young girl of seeming little importance is chosen
by God to carry out the greatest plan ever devised.

We should never underestimate what God can do in people's lives.

So let us look at this story today.

I. Why Nazareth of all places.

A. Galilee of the Gentiles

1. Matthew 4:15 (NKJV)  15  "The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali,
By the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: Quoting
from Isaiah 9:1.
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2. This are was one of the areas that the Israelites were never able to conquer.

3. And so they intermarried with the inhabitants of the land.

4. It was also captured by the Syrians and then the Assyrians who moved
people into the land from another part of the world. These people then
intermarried with the Jews who were left.

5. The area was a mixture of Jews, Gentiles and Samaritans.

6. No self respecting Jew would live there.

7. John 7:52  They answered and said to him, “Are you also from Galilee?
Search and look, for no prophet has arisen out of Galilee.”.

B. Nazareth was not considered a very good place for a good Jew

1. John 1:46  And Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.”

2. So obscure and insignificant was this tiny hamlet that it is not even
mentioned in the Old Testament, the Talmud, or the writings of Josephus. 
John MacArthur, MacArthur New Testament Commentary – Luke 1-5,
(Chicago: Moody Press, 2009), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 44.

II. Who in the world is Mary.

A. The list

1. the son of Heli,

2. the son of Matthat, 

3. the son of Levi, 

4. the son of Melchi, 

5. the son of Jannai, 

6. the son of Joseph,

7. the son of Mattathias, 

8. the son of Amos, 

9. the son of Nahum, 

10. the son of Esli, 

11. the son of Naggai,

12. the son of Maath, 

13. the son of Mattathias, 
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14. the son of Semein, 

15. the son of Josech, 

16. the son of Joda,

17. the son of Joanan, 

18. the son of Rhesa, 

19. the son of Zerubbabel, 

B. We must go back 19 generations to get us to someone of note.

1. Mary was from an ordinary birth, an ordinary woman of poverty standing
in the community.

2. She had not claim to fame before the birth and was of little place
afterwards.

3. Now I know that some have made her almost equal with God but the
Scriptures tell a different story.

4. She never exerted a place of leadership among the disciples.

5. She was highly favored by God but like everyone else that God favors it is
wholly of grace.

C. Matthew 12:46  While He was still talking to the multitudes, behold, His mother
and brothers stood outside, seeking to speak with Him.  47  Then one said to Him,
“Look, Your mother and Your brothers are standing outside, seeking to speak
with You.”  48  But He answered and said to the one who told Him, “Who is My
mother and who are My brothers?”  49  And He stretched out His hand toward His
disciples and said, “Here are My mother and My brothers!  50  “For whoever does
the will of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother.”

III. Is an ordinary birth the best that God can come up with.

A. On July 24, 1969 the Apollo 11 astronauts safely returned to earth from
mankind’s first lunar landing. President Richard Nixon was on board the aircraft
carrier Hornet to personally welcome the astronauts back proclaiming, “This is the
most important event in all of human history.” The following day evangelist Billy
Graham respectfully corrected President Nixon: “The greatest event in human
history was God setting foot on earth in Jesus of Nazareth.” Mr. Graham
subsequently qualified his statement by saying, “The resurrection of Jesus Christ
is the greatest and most important event in the history of the world.” 
https://www.mafamily.org/faith-2/most-important-event-in-history/1824/

B. Yes we have come to think quite highly of ourselves in our technological age.

1. But with just one great solar flare God could put us back in our place.
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2. We are not great, God is Great.

3. People look at the birth of Jesus in a manger and think and so what.

4. But the creator became one with His creatures in order to reach down from
heaven to lift us from the pit of hell.

IV. From a pauper to a king.

A. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; 

1. Jesus was destined to greatness.

2. He is the Son of God

B. And the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. 

1. God designed for the heir of David to rule the world forever.

2. Though Herod had been declared the king of the Jews he was an usurper.

3. So he would try to kill the newborn king but his plans cannot succeed.

4. For God oversees all His designs for all His people.

C. And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 

1. Those favored people called the Jews.

2. The Palestinians will not destroy them.

3. The Iranians will not destroy them.

4. No God has built a hedge about His people Israel.

D. And of His kingdom there will be no end." 

1. Are you tired of the impeachment?

2. I am not talking about the one out in Washington.

3. I am talking about the one spoken of in Psalm 2.

4. Psalm 2:1-12 (NKJV) 

1  Why do the nations rage, And the people plot a vain thing? 2  The kings of the earth set
themselves, And the rulers take counsel together, Against the LORD and against His Anointed,
saying, 3  "Let us break Their bonds in pieces And cast away Their cords from us." 4  He who
sits in the heavens shall laugh; The LORD shall hold them in derision.

Where are you? Is Jesus your king or are you your own boss, your own master?
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