
Good News
Luke 2:1-20 (NKJV) 

1  And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the
world should be registered. 2  This census first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 
So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city. 4  Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of
the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was
of the house and lineage of David, 5  to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was
with child. 6  So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her to be
delivered. 7  And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and
laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 8  Now there were in the
same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9  And
behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were greatly afraid. 10  Then the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring
you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 11  For there is born to you this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12  And this will be the sign to you: You will
find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger." 13  And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: 14  "Glory to God in the
highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!" 15  So it was, when the angels had gone
away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, "Let us now go to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us." 16 
And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. 17  Now
when they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying which was told them concerning
this Child. 18  And all those who heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the
shepherds. 19  But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20  Then the
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as
it was told them. 

This is one of the most familiar passages in the whole Bible.

And yet it’s a once a year passage and we get from Christmas to the New Year in only one week.

And I have read many posts on FB about how people are sure hopping that 2020 is better than
2019.

But the trouble is that about 365 days from now the postings and feelings will be about the same.

Wouldn’t it be great if our lives could be anchored in something more than the current situation
or maybe our hopes for the new year.

But our passage today is just that type of message.

It is something that you can hang your life on, it is something that is solid in a world of shifting
sand.

Today I proclaim to you good news. Not merely good news for today but good news for an
eternity and a solid rock that you can build upon and never waver or be afraid.
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I. Who’s the Emperor?

A. God is in charge in the affairs of mankind.

1. When Caesar came up with the plan to register the whole world we see
God working.

2. God moved Caesar and the whole world to bring Mary and Joseph to
Bethlehem.

3. The folks in DC make their plans in the secret rooms and meetings but
there is a God in the heavens, and He has done all His pleasure.

4. Psalm 115:3 (NKJV) 3  But our God is in heaven; He does whatever He
pleases. 

B. That doesn’t mean that the trip for Mary was any less strenuous but it does mean
that God knew and understood what she was going through.

1. When they could not find a place in the inn God was behind it.

2. When they were sent to the barn God was behind it.

3. And it was not for anything they had done wrong.

4. I am sure of there fellow travelers who knew of Mary & Joseph were
saying, “Well it serves them right for their unfaithfulness.”

II. Sometimes Good News comes in so pretty simple packages.

A. How could the hopes of the world rest on such an insignificant birth of a poverty
stricken baby.

1. Destined to grow up in the wrong place, Nazareth.

2. Destined to be a carpenter the son of a carpenter.

3. And just wait 30 years and then you will see.

B. What a humble way to save the world.

1. What humiliation that Mary & Joseph felt that night, how that the best
they could provide for their new son was a stable.

III. Notice God’s sovereign choice.

A. The record is so simple.

1. There were shepherds out in the field.

2. The most insignificant group of people in the land.

3. Why not the leaders of the synagogue or the religious leaders.

4. Why not the movers and the shakers of the day.
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B. Sometimes God might over do it.

1. Is that possible?

2. The announcement 

a. Luke 2:10-12 (NKJV) 10  Then the angel said to them, "Do not be
afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will
be to all people. 11  For there is born to you this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12  And this will be the
sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths,
lying in a manger." 

b. Good tidings

c. Of great joy

d. To all people

e. A Savior is born

f. Which is Christ the Lord.

3. The explosion of praise

a. Luke 2:14 (NKJV) 14  "Glory to God in the highest, And on earth
peace, goodwill toward men!" 

b. What a spectacular event.

No less a theologian than Martin Luther confessed,

When I am told that God became man, I can follow the idea, but I just do not understand what it
means. For what man, if left to his natural promptings, if he were God, would humble himself to
lie in the feedbox of a donkey or to hang upon a cross? God laid upon Christ the iniquities of us
all. This is that ineffable and infinite mercy of God which the slender capacity of man’s heart
cannot comprehend and much less utter—that unfathomable depth and burning zeal of God’s
love toward us…. Who can sufficiently declare this exceeding great goodness of God? (cited in
Roland H. Bainton, Here I Stand [Nashville: Abingdon, 1950], 223)

John MacArthur, MacArthur New Testament Commentary – Luke 1-5, (Chicago: Moody Press,
2009), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 141.
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