
Israel’s Return
Hosea 3:4-5 (NKJV) 

4  For the children of Israel shall abide many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or
sacred pillar, without ephod or teraphim. 5  Afterward the children of Israel shall return and seek
the LORD their God and David their king. They shall fear the LORD and His goodness in the
latter days. 

Israel is one of the miracles of the Bible that we see even today.

They have been conquered and driven out of their land several times.

And before 1948 there was no nation of Israel on the earth.

There were Jews but no nation.

Jesus spoke of this during His early ministry.

Luke 21:24 (NKJV)

24 And they will fall by the edge of the sword, and be led away captive into all nations. And
Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.

If you wanted just one thing to prove the Bible is true just look at the prophecies concerning the
descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

I. Afterward the children of Israel shall return 

A. To return here has a dual meaning.

1. It means that they will repent.

a. This is necessary so that the other can happen.

b. God’s purpose is not just to bring Israel back into the land it is to
return them to Himself.

c. Repentance is a major theme in the Bible from beginning to end.

d. So Israel will see their sin and turn from it and back to God.

2. This also means that Israel will return to the land.

a. Where ever you look in the Bible you Israel is vitally connected to
the land of Israel.

b. This is because God promised Abraham that his descendants would
possess it forever.

c. As we have seen in Hosea, it was God’s discipline that drove them
from their homeland and scattered them the world over.
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d. But their repentance will mean that the land is once again theirs.

3. The resurgence of Israel takes a step by step process.

a. In 70 A.D. Israel was defeated at Jerusalem and punished by Rome
for their rebellion.

b. Soon after that they lost all national claim to their land until 1948
when they were once again recognized by the U.N. as the rightful
possessors of a portion of what was then called Palestine.

c. Since that time they have fought a number of wars, all of which, by
man’s reasoning, they should have lost.

d. Today they are a leading nation in many area of technology and
freedom.

4. How do we know that the return of Israel will take several steps.

a. That is how Ezekiel describes it.

b. Ezekiel 37:1-14 (NKJV) 

(1) 1  The hand of the LORD came upon me and brought me
out in the Spirit of the LORD, and set me down in the midst
of the valley; and it was full of bones. 2  Then He caused
me to pass by them all around, and behold, there were very
many in the open valley; and indeed they were very dry. 

(2) 3  And He said to me, "Son of man, can these bones live?"
So I answered, "O Lord GOD, You know." 4  Again He
said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them, 'O
dry bones, hear the word of the LORD! 5  Thus says the
Lord GOD to these bones: "Surely I will cause breath to
enter into you, and you shall live. 6  I will put sinews on
you and bring flesh upon you, cover you with skin and put
breath in you; and you shall live. Then you shall know that
I am the LORD." ' 

(3) " 7  So I prophesied as I was commanded; and as I
prophesied, there was a noise, and suddenly a rattling; and
the bones came together, bone to bone. 8  Indeed, as I
looked, the sinews and the flesh came upon them, and the
skin covered them over; but there was no breath in them. 

(4) 9  Also He said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy,
son of man, and say to the breath, 'Thus says the Lord
GOD: "Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe
on these slain, that they may live." ' " 10  So I prophesied as
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He commanded me, and breath came into them, and they
lived, and stood upon their feet, an exceedingly great army. 

(5) 11  Then He said to me, "Son of man, these bones are the
whole house of Israel. They indeed say, 'Our bones are dry,
our hope is lost, and we ourselves are cut off!' 

(6) 12  Therefore prophesy and say to them, 'Thus says the
Lord GOD: "Behold, O My people, I will open your graves
and cause you to come up from your graves, and bring you
into the land of Israel. 13  Then you shall know that I am
the LORD, when I have opened your graves, O My people,
and brought you up from your graves. 

(7) 14  I will put My Spirit in you, and you shall live, and I will
place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I, the
LORD, have spoken it and performed it," says the LORD.' "

B. And seek the LORD their God 

1. This is all foretold in Deuteronomy 

2. Deuteronomy 4:29–30 (NKJV)

a. 29 But from there you will seek the LORD your God, and you will
find Him if you seek Him with all your heart and with all your
soul. 30 When you are in distress, and all these things come upon
you in the latter days, when you turn to the LORD your God and
obey His voice

3. Malachi 3:3 (NKJV)

a. 3 He will sit as a refiner and a purifier of silver; He will purify the
sons of Levi, And purge them as gold and silver, That they may
offer to the LORD An offering in righteousness.

4. But at the end of days they will once again turn their hearts toward the
God of their fathers and seek the true God.

5. They will return from the place they were removed and carried to all the
world.

6. The Jews call this the diaspora

a. Diaspora of the Jews. Dispersion of Jewish people from Israel to
foreign lands. Diaspora, a Greek noun meaning a “sowing” or
“scattering,” is regularly used in the Septuagint to mean “exile”
(Jer 25:34; cf. Is 11:12; Ez 20:23; Zep 3:10). The word occurs
twice in the NT (Jas 1:1; 1 Pt 1:1), referring to Christian Jews
residing outside Palestine as a result of the several dispersions in
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Israel’s history. Diaspora sometimes refers to the exiled people,
sometimes to the place of exile.  James L. Mason, “Diaspora of
the Jews,” Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible (Grand Rapids, MI:
Baker Book House, 1988), 623.

C. And David their king. 

1. This is a prophetic reference to Jesus.

a. Ezekiel 37:23b-25 (NKJV)

(1) Then they shall be My people, and I will be their God. 24 
"David My servant shall be king over them, and they shall
all have one shepherd; they shall also walk in My
judgments and observe My statutes, and do them. 25  Then
they shall dwell in the land that I have given to Jacob My
servant, where your fathers dwelt; and they shall dwell
there, they, their children, and their children's children,
forever; and My servant David shall be their prince forever.

2. Someday the Jews will return from all over the world to the land of Israel.

3. And Jesus will be their Messianic King.

D. They shall fear the LORD and His goodness in the latter days. 

1. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.

2. God will put His fear in their hearts.

3. And they shall be His people and He shall be their God.

4. Hosea 14:1–2 (NKJV)

a. 1 O Israel, return to the LORD your God, For you have stumbled
because of your iniquity; 2 Take words with you, And return to the
LORD. Say to Him, “Take away all iniquity; Receive us
graciously, For we will offer the sacrifices of our lips.

5. Hosea 1:11 (NKJV)

a. 11 Then the children of Judah and the children of Israel Shall be
gathered together, And appoint for themselves one head; And they
shall come up out of the land, For great will be the day of Jezreel!

Have you done what God is calling Israel to do?

Have you repented and turned to God and sought Him will all your heart?

It is then that you will find Him and you will be secure in Jesus Christ.

O that you would seek Him today.
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Hosea 6:1 (NKJV)

1 Come, and let us return to the LORD; For He has torn, but He will heal us; He has stricken, but
He will bind us up.

Hosea 5:15 (NKJV)

15 I will return again to My place Till they acknowledge their offense. Then they will seek My
face; In their affliction they will earnestly seek Me.”

Deuteronomy 28:64–67 (NKJV)

64 “Then the LORD will scatter you among all peoples, from one end of the earth to the other,
and there you shall serve other gods, which neither you nor your fathers have known—wood and
stone. 65 And among those nations you shall find no rest, nor shall the sole of your foot have a
resting place; but there the LORD will give you a trembling heart, failing eyes, and anguish of
soul. 66 Your life shall hang in doubt before you; you shall fear day and night, and have no
assurance of life. 67 In the morning you shall say, ‘Oh, that it were evening!’ And at evening you
shall say, ‘Oh, that it were morning!’ because of the fear which terrifies your heart, and because
of the sight which your eyes see.

Deuteronomy 30:3–5 (NKJV)

3 that the LORD your God will bring you back from captivity, and have compassion on you, and
gather you again from all the nations where the LORD your God has scattered you. 4 If any of
you are driven out to the farthest parts under heaven, from there the LORD your God will gather
you, and from there He will bring you. 5 Then the LORD your God will bring you to the land
which your fathers possessed, and you shall possess it. He will prosper you and multiply you
more than your fathers.

Isaiah 11:11–12 (NKJV)

11 It shall come to pass in that day That the LORD shall set His hand again the second time To
recover the remnant of His people who are left, From Assyria and Egypt, From Pathros and Cush,
From Elam and Shinar, From Hamath and the islands of the sea. 12 He will set up a banner for
the nations, And will assemble the outcasts of Israel, And gather together the dispersed of Judah
From the four corners of the earth.

Jeremiah 16:14–16 (NKJV)

14 “Therefore behold, the days are coming,” says the LORD, “that it shall no more be said, ‘The
LORD lives who brought up the children of Israel from the land of Egypt,’ 15 but, ‘The LORD
lives who brought up the children of Israel from the land of the north and from all the lands
where He had driven them.’ For I will bring them back into their land which I gave to their
fathers. 16 “Behold, I will send for many fishermen,” says the LORD, “and they shall fish them;
and afterward I will send for many hunters, and they shall hunt them from every mountain and
every hill, and out of the holes of the rocks.
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Amos 9:14–15 (NKJV)

14 I will bring back the captives of My people Israel; They shall build the waste cities and inhabit
them; They shall plant vineyards and drink wine from them; They shall also make gardens and
eat fruit from them. 15 I will plant them in their land, And no longer shall they be pulled up From
the land I have given them,” Says the LORD your God.

Ezekiel 37:21-28 (NKJV) 

21  Then say to them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD: "Surely I will take the children of Israel from
among the nations, wherever they have gone, and will gather them from every side and bring
them into their own land; 22  and I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of
Israel; and one king shall be king over them all; they shall no longer be two nations, nor shall
they ever be divided into two kingdoms again. 23  They shall not defile themselves anymore with
their idols, nor with their detestable things, nor with any of their transgressions; but I will deliver
them from all their dwelling places in which they have sinned, and will cleanse them. Then they
shall be My people, and I will be their God. 24  "David My servant shall be king over them, and
they shall all have one shepherd; they shall also walk in My judgments and observe My statutes,
and do them. 25  Then they shall dwell in the land that I have given to Jacob My servant, where
your fathers dwelt; and they shall dwell there, they, their children, and their children's children,
forever; and My servant David shall be their prince forever. 26  Moreover I will make a covenant
of peace with them, and it shall be an everlasting covenant with them; I will establish them and
multiply them, and I will set My sanctuary in their midst forevermore. 27  My tabernacle also
shall be with them; indeed I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 28  The nations also
will know that I, the LORD, sanctify Israel, when My sanctuary is in their midst forevermore." ' " 

Isaiah 2:2 (NKJV)

2 Now it shall come to pass in the latter days That the mountain of the LORD’s house Shall be
established on the top of the mountains, And shall be exalted above the hills; And all nations
shall flow to it.

Micah 4:1 (NKJV)

1 Now it shall come to pass in the latter days That the mountain of the LORD’s house Shall be
established on the top of the mountains, And shall be exalted above the hills; And peoples shall
flow to it.

Genesis 49:1 (NKJV)

1 And Jacob called his sons and said, “Gather together, that I may tell you what shall befall you
in the last days:

Isaiah 11:11 (NKJV)

11 It shall come to pass in that day That the LORD shall set His hand again the second time To
recover the remnant of His people who are left, From Assyria and Egypt, From Pathros and Cush,
From Elam and Shinar, From Hamath and the islands of the sea.
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Leviticus 26:41-46 (NKJV) 

41  and that I also have walked contrary to them and have brought them into the land of their
enemies; if their uncircumcised hearts are humbled, and they accept their guilt-- 42  then I will
remember My covenant with Jacob, and My covenant with Isaac and My covenant with Abraham
I will remember; I will remember the land. 43  The land also shall be left empty by them, and
will enjoy its sabbaths while it lies desolate without them; they will accept their guilt, because
they despised My judgments and because their soul abhorred My statutes. 44  Yet for all that,
when they are in the land of their enemies, I will not cast them away, nor shall I abhor them, to
utterly destroy them and break My covenant with them; for I am the LORD their God. 45  But for
their sake I will remember the covenant of their ancestors, whom I brought out of the land of
Egypt in the sight of the nations, that I might be their God: I am the LORD.' " 46  These are the
statutes and judgments and laws which the LORD made between Himself and the children of
Israel on Mount Sinai by the hand of Moses. 
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