
God Lays the Charges Against Israel
Hosea 4:1-19 (NKJV) 

I. 1  Hear the word of the LORD, You children of Israel, For the LORD brings a charge
against the inhabitants of the land: 

A. God is setting up court and will bring formal charges against Israel.

1. People often think that because God is a loving God that he will not bring
judgment upon those who walk contrary to His will.

2. But God is also holy and cannot look on sin with approval in any way.

3. God had made a covenant with the children of Israel.

4. They had ratified it at Mt Sinai and swore they would worship only the
Lord God.

5. But they have forsook that covenant and God will hold them accountable.

B. This is a common literary form.

1. Is. 1:18; 3:13-14; Hos. 12:2; Mic. 6:2

II. "There is no truth or mercy Or knowledge of God in the land. 

A. Truth or faithfulness.

1.  “No faithfulness” refers to a lack of that very characteristic that God so
abundantly shows toward us. It is the firmness and reliability of a person
whose word is as good as his bond and who is consistent in his or her
responsibility. James Montgomery Boice, The Minor Prophets: An
Expositional Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2002), 42.

2. At the heart of the meaning of the root is the idea of certainty. And this is
borne out by the NT definition of faith found in Heb 11:1.

3. The basic root idea is firmness or certainty. In the Qal it expresses the
basic concept of support and is used in the sense of the strong arms of the
parent supporting the helpless infant.

a. Jack B. Scott, “116 àÈîÇï,” ed. R. Laird Harris, Gleason L. Archer
Jr., and Bruce K. Waltke, Theological Wordbook of the Old
Testament (Chicago: Moody Press, 1999), 51.

4. How can a nation be unified enough to exist as a nation without truth or
faithfulness?

a. Any group built upon falsehood cannot survive.

b. Even in the mob they expect that others will be truthful to them.
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c. Even the Communist nations that deal in falsehood expect the
people to be truthful toward the government.

d. When we generally cannot trust our government or our institutions,
can we hope to survive.

e. When truth leaves a family and father is working against the
mother and visa versa and the children not being truthful to the
parents, can that family survive? I think not.

B. Mercy

1. The word for mercy is often translated love.

2. Lack of truth will destroy love.

3. Everyone then lives only for themselves.

4. I read a book last year, “Escape from Camp 14"

a. It is a true story of a family from a North Korean prison camp.

b. It was a place of terrible pain and suffering, shame and treachery.

c. The man who grew up there, when he was a boy would steal his
mothers food, even though without it she would die.

d. If I could describe it it would be a place without mercy, without
love.

e. Everyone should read that book.

5. But when a whole society is reduced to operate like animals you see on a
National Geographic special, that is Satan’s society.

C. Knowledge

1. We will deal with this in verse 6

2. We could rightly describe these three elements—integrity, compassion,
and the knowledge of God—as describing the meaning of the Christian
faith. All of Hosea’s accusations sprang from the fact that these were
lacking in his people.  Duane A. Garrett, Hosea, Joel, vol. 19A, The New
American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers,
1997), 111.

2 Timothy 4:2–4 (NKJV)  2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince,
rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 3 For the time will come when they will not
endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they
will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be
turned aside to fables.
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