
Thankful in the Face of Adversity
Colossians 3:15–17 (NKJV)

15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and
be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your
hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through Him.

Anyone who is worth their salt was taught to be thankful for those things that were given to us.

I remember hearing what do you say, “Thank You.”

Most Amerians are thankful people.

And Christians should certainly be more thankful than others are.

But our nation has fallen on hard times.

There are so many families in our community and in our church that have face some very trying
times this year.

And then to add insult to injury now we are being told that it is safest if we do not celebrate
Thanksgiving with our families as we have always done.

We live in fear that we might be next to contact the corona virus and although we know that the
odds are in our favor to survive yet we really don’t want to run the risk.

The Christians of the first century would probably gladly traded places with us.

Persecution was real and no one could know when they might be persecuted for their faith.

So how was it that Paul in all his letters admonished them to be thankful.

Being thankful is ok if we are doing well but what about when the rug has been torn out from
under us.

Some people are holding their thanksgiving for December 31st to be thankful that 2020 is gone.

But until then and even beyond the end of 2020 we are called on to be thankful if the face of
adversity.

I think that in this passage Paul gives us some good advice on how to be thankful.

I. Let the peace of God rule in your hearts.

A. Peace is something that we have from God.

1. And Paul admonishes us to let it rule in our hearts.

a. It is the peace of God because it is peace with God.

b. All our sins have been wiped away by the blood of Jesus Christ.
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c. Daily confessions keeps us clean and able to come to Him in prayer
and fellowship.

d. The more and more we think about that, the more peaceful we
become.

e. Our sins are gone, there is no condemnation.

f. His love is real to us and we can rest in it.

g. That is where we get this peace.

h. If all that is true for you, you cannot help be thankful regardless of
what other struggles we face.

B. This obviously not for the non-Christian.

1. Isaiah 48:22  “[There is] no peace,” says the LORD, “for the wicked.”

2. Isaiah 57:21  “[There is] no peace,” Says my God, “for the wicked.”

C. Jesus promised His followers peace.

1. John 14:27  “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the
world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it
be afraid.

D. The word to rule means:

1. The word translated “rule” is an athletic term. It means “to preside at the
games and distribute the prizes.” Paul used a variation of this word in his
Letter to the Colossians: “Let no one declare you unworthy of a prize”
(literal translation, Col. 2:18). In the Greek games, there were judges (we
would call them umpires) who rejected the contestants who were not
qualified, and who disqualified those who broke the rules.  The peace of
God is the “Umpire” in our believing hearts and our churches. When we
obey the will of God, we have His peace within; but when we step out of
His will (even unintentionally), we lose His peace.  Warren W. Wiersbe,
The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books,
1996), 139.

2. WE do not usually think of peace being something that would rule
anything.

3. But for the Christian it is a force that works mightily in us.

II. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.

A. Word of Christ

1. This is the word of God
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2. This is the gospel of Jesus Christ.

B. Dwell

1. Dwell means “to be at home, to be given the run of the house.” We should
be familiar with the Word of God. The Bible should not be a strange book
to you as it is to so many people today.  J. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible
Commentary: The Epistles (Philippians/Colossians), electronic ed., vol. 48
(Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1991), 178.

C. Richly

1. The problem with many Christians is that their life is based on something
other than the word of God.

2. Maybe it is based on their success, their good career, or some other thing.

3. If that is so then then thankfulness is changeable because their lives are
changeable.

4. If our lives are based on the word of God then there is nothing changeable
about them.

5. How can we be thankful when we loose our jobs when our job was the
basis of our life.

6. How can we be thankful when we loose family if our life was based on
family.

7. How can we thank God when we loose our fortune if our life was based on
our wealth.

8. The only thing in this life that no one can take from us is the word of God
and the promises we have in it.

9. Promises of forgiveness of sins, eternal life, a home in heaven with our
Savior.

D. If the word of God dwells in us then we will be thankful.

III. Whatever you do in word or deed do all in the name of the Lord Jesus.

A. What is the purpose of our lives will determine our thankfulness

1. If you have an earthly purpose and cannot succeed you cannot be thankful.

B. Our purpose is to glorify God and enjoy him forever.

1. That is why we were created.

2. Loving God means wanting to please Him with our lives.

C. Whatever you do.
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1. That takes in everything.

2. Not just on Sunday morning.

3. I remember as if it were yesterday a day when I was working at Kmart in
Peoria and grumbling as I worked.  One of the ladies I worked with, older
than me, and a Christian came up to me and quoted this verse. I have to
tell you that the preacher got preached to that day.  But she was right.
Although I was drawing a pay check from Kmart, I was supposed to be a
servant of Jesus Christ, doing all for Him and giving thanks for it.

4. Every once in a while we have to repent when our attitude needs adjusted
or as one person called it stinking thinking.

D. In word or deed.

1. So then how we communicate is to be under the authority of Jesus Christ
as well.

2. It is not say what you want but do what is right.

3. Nor is it do what you want as long as you speak correctly.

4. Many people work for an employer and do what they are told but then say
but I don’t have to like it.

5. We not only do for and speak to the honor of our Lord but we better like it
as well, for the Lord knows our hearts.

E. In the name of Jesus.

1. As it is He that governs our actions and our words and even our minds and
hearts.

2. “In the name of” has the idea of under the authority of or on His behalf.

3. Some people serve the governor, and some serve the president.

4. But we serve the Lord God and His Son Jesus Christ.

5. Can’t get a better job.

6. Can’t get a better situation.

7. We ought to be thankful in all of that.

IV. Giving thanks to God the Father through Him.

A. When everything else is in place, giving thanks just comes natural.
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How Tedious And Tasteless

How tedious and tasteless the hours
When Jesus I no longer see;
Sweet prospects, sweet birds and sweet flowers,
Have all lost their sweetness to me;
The midsummer sun shines but dim,
The fields strive in vain to look gay.
But when I am happy in Him,
December’s as pleasant as May.

His Name yields the richest perfume,
And sweeter than music His voice;
His presence disperses my gloom,
And makes all within me rejoice.
I should, were He always thus nigh,
Have nothing to wish or to fear;
No mortal as happy as I,
My summer would last all the year.

Content with beholding His face,
My all to His pleasure resigned,
No changes of season or place
Would make any change in my mind:
While blessed with a sense of His love,
A palace a toy would appear;
All prisons would palaces prove,
If Jesus would dwell with me there.

Dear Lord, if indeed I am Thine,
If Thou art my sun and my song,
Say, why do I languish and pine?
And why are my winters so long?
O drive these dark clouds from the sky,
Thy soul cheering presence restore;
Or take me to Thee up on high,
Where winter and clouds are no more.
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