
Getting Ready for Christmas
Galatians 4:4-5 (NKJV) 

4  But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born
under the law, 5  to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as
sons. 

We have all been on a trip where the children begin to ask, “Are we there yet.”

I wonder if throughout human history if the angels have been saying “Are we there yet.”

All of us know that the promise of the Messiah was first uttered in Genesis chapter 3:15.

Genesis 3:15 (NKJV) 

15  And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He
shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel." 

Galatians 4:4 addresses the essence of this thought.

That there was a time, a certain time when everything would fall into place for the Messiah to
come.

He did not come too early or to late. God waited until the whole world was just right for the
coming of the Messiah.

There were some things that needed to be done before Jesus could be born in Bethlehem.

I. There would need to be a time of peace and security in the world for the rapid and safe
spread of the Gospel to all the world.

A. During the time of the Greeks that ruled the world before the Romans there were
constant wars.

B. The Greek empire had divided into 4 parts after the death of Alexander the Great.

1. These four had were in a state of constant war.

2. And for the most part their battlefield was Israel.

II. There would need to be a universal language that the message could be told in language
and in writing.

A. Before 300 B.C. there was no universal language.

1. The world was divided into thousands and tens of thousands of parts by
the language that they spoke.

2. The disciple of Acts could not have went everywhere preaching the gospel
except to the people that spoke their language.

B. But when the Greeks conquered the world they forced the nations that they
conquered to adopt the language of their captors.
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1. So the whole of the world around the middle east had adopted Greek as the
language of the world.

2. Even Rome did not have the same influence on the world it conquered as
the Greeks had.

3. The Greeks believed themselves superior to other peoples and so forced
their Greek culture on them.

4. This was one of the greatest advantages of this time, that the peasants in
Israel would speak the language of the of the world just as well as their
home language.

5. Every small district and even city had there own language but they also
spoke Greek.

6. When they were scattered abroad under persecution they could go into all
the world and not have to go to language class first.

III. It would need to be a time when Israel dwelt is relative security and prosperous in their
own land.

A. Joseph and Mary were poor but at least the world was such that an honest man
could earn a living and support his family.

B. There was not widespread starvation as in other times in Israel’s history.

C. They were not under attack by outsiders.

D. In 63 B.C. the Romans conquered Israel and brought it under Rome’s control.

E. But because Herod the Great had influence in Rome and in Jerusalem he was
appointed king of the Jews by Rome.

1. He was a ruthless man but a governor that did much to make possible birth
of the Messiah.

2. He beautified the Temple and restored it to the glory it had had in the days
of Solomon.

3. John 2:20  Then the Jews said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this
temple, and will You raise it up in three days?”

IV. It would also need to be a time when although the above was true yet the Jews did not
have full self-rule but would be subjugated to another nation. Or Jesus would have been
stoned and not crucified.

A. In the Bible the preferred way of putting one to death was by stoning.

1. But Jesus could not die by stoning or else the Scripture would been left
unfulfilled.

FBC Toulon November 29, 2020 Getting Ready for Christmas Page 2



2. John 18:31  Then Pilate said to them, “You take Him and judge Him
according to your law.” Therefore the Jews said to him, “It is not lawful
for us to put anyone to death,”

B. Instead the Romans has a particular cruel way of putting one to death, by
crucifixion. 

1. They had picked it up from the Persians.

2. They used it extensively.

3. And that is how Jesus must be put to death.

4. Had He been born at any other time in history the Bible would have been
proved false.

V. It had to be a time when Israel had their temple. So that the Messiah could come to His
own temple.

A. Malachi 3:1  “Behold, I send My messenger, And he will prepare the way before
Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, Will suddenly come to His temple, Even the
Messenger of the covenant, In whom you delight. Behold, He is coming,” Says the
LORD of hosts.

1. After 70 A.D. this would have been impossible even to this present day.

I think I read one time that there was a period of less than 100 years in which the Messiah was to
be born.  That window was just what God was aiming for and He hit it.

Now maybe you say yes God had to do all of that but what about my life.

Matthew 10:29  “Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them falls to the
ground apart from your Father’s will.  30  “But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 
“Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. 32  “Therefore whoever
confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. 33  “But
whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.

So why is God waiting today for the return of Jesus to earth.

God is loving and longsuffering.

He is waiting on you to get right with Him.

2000 years ago the Jews missed Christmas although they were God’s chosen people.

Hebrews 10:37  “For yet a little while, [And] He who is coming will come and will not tarry.

James 5:7  Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. See [how] the farmer
waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it receives the early and latter
rain.  8  You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.
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