Arm Yourself
1 Peter 4:1–6 (NKJV)
1

Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind, for
he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 2 that he no longer should live the rest of his
time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for the will of God. 3 For we have spent enough of our
past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles—when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness,
revelries, drinking parties, and abominable idolatries. 4 In regard to these, they think it strange
that you do not run with them in the same flood of dissipation, speaking evil of you. 5 They will
give an account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 6 For this reason the gospel
was preached also to those who are dead, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh,
but live according to God in the spirit.
As we can see persecution in Peter’s day was something that was very common.
And when he discusses persecution he always goes back to the suffering of Jesus Christ.
And how Jesus suffered not for Himself but for us.
But here he want to talk about the attitude of Jesus toward that suffering.
And how we should adopt the same mind or attitude toward suffering that Jesus displayed.
There are several preliminary things that we must keep in mind before we begin.
Romans 8:28 (NKJV)
28

And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are
the called according to His purpose.
Proverbs 3:5–6 (NKJV)
5

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; 6 In all your
ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.
Suffering is never pleasant but persecution is even less understandable.
For persecution is not like cancer or heart disease.
It proceeds from the hatred that other have for us and our God and His Son Jesus Christ.
And so can seem contrived and really unnecessary.
2 Timothy 3:12 (NKJV)
12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.
So, how are we to handle this suffering, that is the question.
I.

We are to Arm Ourselves with the Attitude of Jesus
A.
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B.

C.
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1.

reason in the narrower sense, as the capacity for spiritual truth, the higher
powers of the soul, the faculty of perceiving divine things, of recognising
goodness and of hating evil. 1C the power of considering and judging
soberly, calmly and impartially. 2 a particular mode of thinking and
judging, i.e thoughts, feelings, purposes, desires. James Strong, Enhanced
Strong’s Lexicon (Woodside Bible Fellowship, 1995).

2.

In 3:18–22 Peter spoke of the sufferings of the Lord Jesus and of His
example of patience and submissiveness under unjust treatment. Now, he
exhorts the saints to arm themselves with the same mind that Christ had
regarding unjust punishment. Our Lord’s attitude toward unjust suffering
is found in the words, “It is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer
for well doing, than for evil doing” (3:17). Kenneth S. Wuest, Wuest’s
Word Studies from the Greek New Testament: For the English Reader, vol.
11 (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 110.

Arm
1.

The Greek word translated “arm yourselves” was used of a Greek soldier
putting on his armor and taking his weapons. The noun of the same root
was used of a heavy-armed foot-soldier who carried a pike and a large
shield. The word was used of heavy-armed as against light-armed troops.
Peter could have used the latter word. The Holy Spirit selected the former.
The Christian needs the heaviest armor he can get, to withstand the attacks
of the enemy of his soul. Kenneth S. Wuest, Wuest’s Word Studies from
the Greek New Testament: For the English Reader, vol. 11 (Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 110.

2.

The martial language indicates that discipline and grit are needed to live
the Christian life, particularly in view of the suffering believers encounter.
Indeed, believers must arm themselves with the “attitude” that suffering is
inevitable. Thomas R. Schreiner, 1, 2 Peter, Jude, vol. 37, The New
American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers,
2003), 199.

3.

The way a person thinks about things or approaches them makes a great
difference.

4.

In the area of suffering the best advice is to have the same idea about
suffering that Jesus had.

In many articles that I read of Christians being persecuted I find these words.
1.

They look at suffering for Jesus as something that is natural to the
Christian faith.

2.

They do not consider it something that is avoidable and therefore face it
with determination and confidence.
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D.

So did Jesus
1.

Mark 8:31 (NKJV)
a.

2.

Mark 9:12 (NKJV)
a.

3.

E.

14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so
must the Son of Man be lifted up,

To Jesus His suffering was inevitable.

What did He say about His followers.
1.

John 15:20–21 (NKJV)
a.

II.

7 saying, ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of
sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.’ ”

John 3:14 (NKJV)
a.

5.

12 Then He answered and told them, “Indeed, Elijah is coming
first and restores all things. And how is it written concerning the
Son of Man, that He must suffer many things and be treated with
contempt?

Luke 24:7 (NKJV)
a.

4.

31 And He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer
many things, and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and
scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.

20

Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater
than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute
you. If they kept My word, they will keep yours also. 21 But all
these things they will do to you for My name’s sake, because they
do not know Him who sent Me.

Suffering for Jesus has been a part of the lot of His disciples since the very beginning.
A.

Stephen

B.

James the brother of John

C.

Saul’s pre-conversion attitude toward Christians.

D.

In the New Testament there are over 55 passages that refer to the persecution of
Christians, the followers of Jesus.
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1.

See end of message for a printout of these passages.

2.

Matt. 5:10-12, 44 Luke 6:26, 27. Matt. 10:16-18, 21-23, 28; Matt. 20:22,
23; Matt. 23:34, 35; Matt. 24:8-10; Mark 8:35 Luke 17:33. Mark 9:42;
Mark 13:9, 11-13; Luke 6:22, 23; Luke 21:12-19; John 12:42; John 15:18,
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19; John 16:1, 2; John 17:14; Acts 4:16-20; Acts 5:29, 40-42; Acts 7:52;
Acts 8:4; Acts 28:22; Rom. 8:17, 35-37; 1 Cor. 4:9-13; 1 Cor. 13:3; 2 Cor.
4:8-12; 2 Cor. 6:4, 5, 8-10; 2 Cor. 11:23-27; 2 Cor. 12:10; Gal. 4:29; Gal.
6:12, 17; Phil. 1:12-14, 28, 29; Col. 1:24; 1 Thess. 1:6; 1 Thess. 2:2, 14,
15; 2 Thess. 1:4; 2 Tim. 1:8, 12; 2 Tim. 2:9, 10, 12; 2 Tim. 3:2, 3, 12; 2
Tim. 4:16, 17; Heb. 10:32-34; Heb. 11:25-27, 33-38; Heb. 12:3, 4; Heb.
13:13; Jas. 2:6; Jas. 5:6, 10; 1 Pet. 3:14, 16, 17; 1 Pet. 4:3, 4, 12-14, 16,
19; 1 John 3:1, 13; Rev. 2:3, 10, 13; Rev. 6:9-11; Rev. 7:13-17; Rev.
12:11; Rev. 17:6; Rev. 20:4 James Swanson and Orville Nave, New
Nave’s Topical Bible (Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, 1994).
3.

Matthew 5:10-12 (NKJV)
a.

4.

28

And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.
But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in
hell.

Philippians 1:28-29 (NKJV)
a.

6.

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, For
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when they
revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you
falsely for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is
your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who
were before you.

Matthew 10:28 (NKJV)
a.

5.

10

28

and not in any way terrified by your adversaries, which is to them
a proof of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that from God. 29
For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to
believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake,

Galatians 6:14 (NKJV)
a.

14 But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to me,
and I to the world.

The world does not generally persecute the carnal, worldly, backslidden believer. Such a believer
poses no threat, awakens no accusing conscience, and causes no inconvenience. Peter learned
that lesson the night he warmed his hands it the world’s fire, in the courtyard of the high priest’s
palace, at the time Jesus was on trial. In those days, Peter had not learned how to arm himself.
His mind was in such turmoil that he denied again and again having any connection with Christ.
The world let him alone when he began to curse and swear. That was their kind of language.
They recognized it at once. Peter was no longer an outsider. He could come and go as he pleased.
John Phillips, Exploring the Epistles of Peter: An Expository Commentary, The John Phillips
Commentary Series (Kregel Publications; WORDsearch Corp., 2009), 1 Pe 4:1a-b.
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NOTES:
1 Peter 3:18 (NKJV)
18

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God,
being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit,
Galatians 5:24 (NKJV)
24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.
1 Peter 2:11 (NKJV)
11 Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against
the soul,
1 Peter 2:21 (NKJV)
21

For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you
should follow His steps:
This study concludes that those who suffer unjustly because of their faith in Christ have
demonstrated that they are willing to be through, or done, with sin by choosing obedience, even if
it means suffering.
Peter’s readers face the choice of either taking the path of least resistance—going along with the
values, norms, and practices acceptable and expected by their society—or being obedient to God
and suffering the consequences of criticism and condemnation by unbelieving family and friends.
Their willingness to suffer this way therefore demonstrates that they have resolved to be through
with sin.
Karen H. Jobes, 1 Peter, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids,
MI: Baker Academic, 2005), 265.
Those who suffer unjustly for their faith in God have demonstrated that they are through with sin
to the extent that they would choose to suffer rather than to sin. Karen H. Jobes, 1 Peter, Baker
Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2005), 266.
The world directs its persecution against those who are living lives of obedience to God, thus
those who have ceased from sin. The verb is passive. Literally, the Christian “hath got release”
from sin. God broke the power of sin in his life when He saved him. Thus our reaction to unjust
suffering should be that of a saint, not a sinner, since we have in salvation been released from
sin’s compelling power. Kenneth S. Wuest, Wuest’s Word Studies from the Greek New
Testament: For the English Reader, vol. 11 (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 111.
Hebrews 13:5-6 (NKJV)
5

Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He
Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 6 So we may boldly say: “The LORD
is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?”
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Matthew 5:10-12 (NKJV)
10

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, For theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against
you falsely for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven,
for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
Matthew 5:44 (NKJV)
44

But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you,
and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you,
Luke 6:26 (NKJV)
26

Woe to you when all men speak well of you, For so did their fathers to the false prophets.

Luke 6:27 (NKJV)
27

“But I say to you who hear: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,

Matthew 10:16-18 (NKJV)
16

“Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents and
harmless as doves. 17 But beware of men, for they will deliver you up to councils and scourge you
in their synagogues. 18 You will be brought before governors and kings for My sake, as a
testimony to them and to the Gentiles.
Matthew 10:21-23 (NKJV)
21

Now brother will deliver up brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise up
against parents and cause them to be put to death. 22 And you will be hated by all for My name’s
sake. But he who endures to the end will be saved. 23 When they persecute you in this city, flee to
another. For assuredly, I say to you, you will not have gone through the cities of Israel before the
Son of Man comes.
Matthew 10:28 (NKJV)
28

And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is
able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
Matthew 20:22-23 (NKJV)
22

But Jesus answered and said, “You do not know what you ask. Are you able to drink the cup
that I am about to drink, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” They said to
Him, “We are able.” 23 So He said to them, “You will indeed drink My cup, and be baptized with
the baptism that I am baptized with; but to sit on My right hand and on My left is not Mine to
give, but it is for those for whom it is prepared by My Father.”
Matthew 23:34-35 (NKJV)
34

Therefore, indeed, I send you prophets, wise men, and scribes: some of them you will kill and
crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your synagogues and persecute from city to city, 35
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that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel
to the blood of Zechariah, son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the
altar.
Matthew 24:8-10 (NKJV)
8

All these are the beginning of sorrows. 9 Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill
you, and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake. 10 And then many will be offended,
will betray one another, and will hate one another.
Mark 8:35 (NKJV)
35

For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the
gospel’s will save it.
Luke 17:33 (NKJV)
33

Whoever seeks to save his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it.

Mark 9:42 (NKJV)
42

“But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to stumble, it would be better
for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were thrown into the sea.
Mark 13:9 (NKJV)
9

But watch out for yourselves, for they will deliver you up to councils, and you will be beaten in
the synagogues. You will be brought before rulers and kings for My sake, for a testimony to
them.
Mark 13:11-13 (NKJV)
11

But when they arrest you and deliver you up, do not worry beforehand, or premeditate what you
will speak. But whatever is given you in that hour, speak that; for it is not you who speak, but the
Holy Spirit. 12 Now brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; and children will
rise up against parents and cause them to be put to death. 13 And you will be hated by all for My
name’s sake. But he who endures to the end shall be saved.
Luke 6:22-23 (NKJV)
22

Blessed are you when men hate you, And when they exclude you, And revile you, and cast out
your name as evil, For the Son of Man’s sake. 23 Rejoice in that day and leap for joy! For indeed
your reward is great in heaven, For in like manner their fathers did to the prophets.
Luke 21:12-19 (NKJV)
12

But before all these things, they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you
up to the synagogues and prisons. You will be brought before kings and rulers for My name’s
sake. 13 But it will turn out for you as an occasion for testimony. 14 Therefore settle it in your
hearts not to meditate beforehand on what you will answer; 15 for I will give you a mouth and
wisdom which all your adversaries will not be able to contradict or resist. 16 You will be betrayed
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even by parents and brothers, relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. 17 And
you will be hated by all for My name’s sake. 18 But not a hair of your head shall be lost. 19 By your
patience possess your souls.
John 12:42 (NKJV)
42

Nevertheless even among the rulers many believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees they
did not confess Him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue;
John 15:18-19 (NKJV)
18

“If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the
world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of
the world, therefore the world hates you.
John 16:1-2 (NKJV)
1

“These things I have spoken to you, that you should not be made to stumble. 2 They will put you
out of the synagogues; yes, the time is coming that whoever kills you will think that he offers
God service.
John 17:14 (NKJV)
14

I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them because they are not of the world,
just as I am not of the world.
Acts 4:16-20 (NKJV)
16

saying, “What shall we do to these men? For, indeed, that a notable miracle has been done
through them is evident to all who dwell in Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 17 But so that it
spreads no further among the people, let us severely threaten them, that from now on they speak
to no man in this name.” 18 And they called them and commanded them not to speak at all nor
teach in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered and said to them, “Whether it is right
in the sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge. 20 For we cannot but speak the
things which we have seen and heard.”
Acts 5:29 (NKJV)
29

But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: “We ought to obey God rather than men.

Acts 5:40-42 (NKJV)
40

And they agreed with him, and when they had called for the apostles and beaten them, they
commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41 So they departed
from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His
name. 42 And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching and preaching
Jesus as the Christ.
Acts 7:52 (NKJV)
52

Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who foretold the
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coming of the Just One, of whom you now have become the betrayers and murderers,
Acts 8:4 (NKJV)
4

Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.

Acts 28:22 (NKJV)
22

But we desire to hear from you what you think; for concerning this sect, we know that it is
spoken against everywhere.”
Romans 8:17 (NKJV)
17

and if children, then heirs–heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with
Him, that we may also be glorified together.
Romans 8:35-37 (NKJV)
35

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written: “For Your sake we are killed all day
long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” 37 Yet in all these things we are more than
conquerors through Him who loved us.
1 Corinthians 4:9-13 (NKJV)
9

For I think that God has displayed us, the apostles, last, as men condemned to death; for we
have been made a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men. 10 We are fools for Christ’s
sake, but you are wise in Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! You are distinguished, but
we are dishonored! 11 To the present hour we both hunger and thirst, and we are poorly clothed,
and beaten, and homeless. 12 And we labor, working with our own hands. Being reviled, we bless;
being persecuted, we endure; 13 being defamed, we entreat. We have been made as the filth of the
world, the offscouring of all things until now.
1 Corinthians 13:3 (NKJV)
3

And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned,
but have not love, it profits me nothing.
2 Corinthians 4:8-12 (NKJV)
8

We are hard pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 9
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed– 10 always carrying about in the
body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. 11 For
we who live are always delivered to death for Jesus’ sake, that the life of Jesus also may be
manifested in our mortal flesh. 12 So then death is working in us, but life in you.
2 Corinthians 6:4-5 (NKJV)
4

But in all things we commend ourselves as ministers of God: in much patience, in tribulations,
in needs, in distresses, 5 in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in
fastings;
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2 Corinthians 6:8-10 (NKJV)
8

by honor and dishonor, by evil report and good report; as deceivers, and yet true; 9 as unknown,
and yet well known; as dying, and behold we live; as chastened, and yet not killed; 10 as
sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet
possessing all things.
2 Corinthians 11:23-27 (NKJV)
23

Are they ministers of Christ?–I speak as a fool–I am more: in labors more abundant, in stripes
above measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths often. 24 From the Jews five times I received
forty stripes minus one. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I
was shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the deep; 26 in journeys often, in perils of
waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my own countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in
the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 27 in
weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and
nakedness–
2 Corinthians 12:10 (NKJV)
10

Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses,
for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong.
Galatians 4:29 (NKJV)
29

But, as he who was born according to the flesh then persecuted him who was born according to
the Spirit, even so it is now.
Galatians 6:12 (NKJV)
12

As many as desire to make a good showing in the flesh, these would compel you to be
circumcised, only that they may not suffer persecution for the cross of Christ.
Galatians 6:17 (NKJV)
17

From now on let no one trouble me, for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.

Philippians 1:12-14 (NKJV)
12

But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which happened to me have actually turned
out for the furtherance of the gospel, 13 so that it has become evident to the whole palace guard,
and to all the rest, that my chains are in Christ; 14 and most of the brethren in the Lord, having
become confident by my chains, are much more bold to speak the word without fear.
Philippians 1:28-29 (NKJV)
28

and not in any way terrified by your adversaries, which is to them a proof of perdition, but to
you of salvation, and that from God. 29 For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only
to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake,
Colossians 1:24 (NKJV)
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24

I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions
of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church,

1 Thessalonians 1:6 (NKJV)
6

And you became followers of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction,
with joy of the Holy Spirit,

1 Thessalonians 2:2 (NKJV)
2

But even after we had suffered before and were spitefully treated at Philippi, as you know, we
were bold in our God to speak to you the gospel of God in much conflict.

1 Thessalonians 2:14-15 (NKJV)
14

For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God which are in Judea in Christ Jesus.
For you also suffered the same things from your own countrymen, just as they did from the
Judeans, 15 who killed both the Lord Jesus and their own prophets, and have persecuted us; and
they do not please God and are contrary to all men,
2 Thessalonians 1:4 (NKJV)
4

so that we ourselves boast of you among the churches of God for your patience and faith in all
your persecutions and tribulations that you endure,

2 Timothy 1:8 (NKJV)
8

Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share
with me in the sufferings for the gospel according to the power of God,

2 Timothy 1:12 (NKJV)
12

For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know whom I
have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed to Him until that
Day.

2 Timothy 2:9-10 (NKJV)
9

for which I suffer trouble as an evildoer, even to the point of chains; but the word of God is not
chained. 10 Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the
salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.
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2 Timothy 2:12 (NKJV)
12

If we endure, We shall also reign with Him. If we deny Him, He also will deny us.

2 Timothy 3:2-3 (NKJV)
2

For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers,
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without selfcontrol, brutal, despisers of good,
2 Timothy 3:12 (NKJV)
12

Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.

2 Timothy 4:16-17 (NKJV)
16

At my first defense no one stood with me, but all forsook me. May it not be charged against
them. 17 But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that the message might be preached
fully through me, and that all the Gentiles might hear. And I was delivered out of the mouth of
the lion.
Hebrews 10:32-34 (NKJV)
32

But recall the former days in which, after you were illuminated, you endured a great struggle
with sufferings: 33 partly while you were made a spectacle both by reproaches and tribulations,
and partly while you became companions of those who were so treated; 34 for you had
compassion on me in my chains, and joyfully accepted the plundering of your goods, knowing
that you have a better and an enduring possession for yourselves in heaven.
Hebrews 11:25-27 (NKJV)
25

choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures
of sin, 26 esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked
to the reward. 27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured as
seeing Him who is invisible.
Hebrews 11:33-38 (NKJV)
33

who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the
mouths of lions, 34 quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness
were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. 35 Women
received their dead raised to life again. And others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that
they might obtain a better resurrection. 36 Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes,
and of chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were
slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted,
tormented– 38 of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in
dens and caves of the earth.
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Hebrews 12:3-4 (NKJV)
3

For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become
weary and discouraged in your souls. 4 You have not yet resisted to bloodshed, striving against
sin.
Hebrews 13:13 (NKJV)
13

Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing His reproach.

James 2:6 (NKJV)
6

But you have dishonored the poor man. Do not the rich oppress you and drag you into the
courts?

James 5:6 (NKJV)
6

You have condemned, you have murdered the just; he does not resist you.

James 5:10 (NKJV)
10

My brethren, take the prophets, who spoke in the name of the Lord, as an example of suffering
and patience.

1 Peter 3:14 (NKJV)
14

But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you are blessed. “And do not be afraid of
their threats, nor be troubled.”

1 Peter 3:16-17 (NKJV)
16

having a good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good
conduct in Christ may be ashamed. 17 For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer for doing
good than for doing evil.
1 Peter 4:3-4 (NKJV)
3

For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles–when we walked
in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and abominable idolatries. 4 In regard
to these, they think it strange that you do not run with them in the same flood of dissipation,
speaking evil of you.
1 Peter 4:12-14 (NKJV)
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12

Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some
strange thing happened to you; 13 but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings,
that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy. 14 If you are reproached
for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. On
their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified.
1 Peter 4:16 (NKJV)
16

Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this
matter.

1 Peter 4:19 (NKJV)
19

Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God commit their souls to Him in doing
good, as to a faithful Creator.

1 John 3:1 (NKJV)
1

Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of
God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.

1 John 3:13 (NKJV)
13

Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you.

Revelation 2:3 (NKJV)
3

and you have persevered and have patience, and have labored for My name’s sake and have not
become weary.

Revelation 2:10 (NKJV)
10

Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to
throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be
faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

Revelation 2:13 (NKJV)
13

I know your works, and where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is. And you hold fast to My
name, and did not deny My faith even in the days in which Antipas was My faithful martyr, who
was killed among you, where Satan dwells.
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Revelation 6:9-11 (NKJV)
9

When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for
the word of God and for the testimony which they held. 10 And they cried with a loud voice,
saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who
dwell on the earth?” 11 Then a white robe was given to each of them; and it was said to them that
they should rest a little while longer, until both the number of their fellow servants and their
brethren, who would be killed as they were, was completed.
Revelation 7:13-17 (NKJV)
13

Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “Who are these arrayed in white robes, and
where did they come from?” 14 And I said to him, “Sir, you know.” So he said to me, “These are
the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white in
the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and
night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them. 16 They shall neither
hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any heat; 17 for the Lamb
who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of waters.
And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
Revelation 12:11 (NKJV)
11

And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they
did not love their lives to the death.

Revelation 17:6 (NKJV)
6

I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.
And when I saw her, I marveled with great amazement.

Revelation 20:4 (NKJV)
4

And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. Then I saw the
souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who
had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on
their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.
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