
Having Fervent Love
1 Peter 4:7–8 (NKJV)

7 But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your prayers. 8 And
above all things have fervent love for one another, for “love will cover a multitude of sins.”

Love is one of the least appreciated words in our English language.

To most people love is a feeling. And feeling are so fickle.

But here as in the rest of the New Testament, Love is Commanded.

Agape love is capable of being commanded because it is not primarily an emotion but a
decision of the will leading to action.  Edwin A. Blum, “1 Peter,” in The Expositor’s
Bible Commentary: Hebrews through Revelation, ed. Frank E. Gaebelein, vol. 12 (Grand
Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1981), 246.

Love for one another within the community of faith sets the tone for everything else in
community life. Without it, there would be no community life.  Robert E. Picirilli, First Edition.,
The Randall House Bible Commentary (Nashville, TN: Randall House Publications, 1992), 192.

I. Above all things 

A. Love is one of Peter’s recurring themes

1. 1 Peter 1:22 (NKJV)

a. 22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through
the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently
with a pure heart,

2. 1 Peter 2:17 (NKJV)

a. 17 Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the
king.

3. 1 Peter 3:8 (NKJV)

a. 8 Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one
another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous;

B. Mutual love primarily concerns believers’ relationships with each other. Above all
refers to the supreme importance of that virtue in the Christian life (cf. 1 Cor.
13:13; Phil. 2:2; Col. 3:14) John F. MacArthur Jr., 1 Peter, MacArthur New
Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2004), 241.

C. 1 Corinthians 13:13 (NKJV) 

1. 13 And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is
love. 
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D. Philippians 2:2 (NKJV) 

1. 2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one
accord, of one mind. 

E. Colossians 3:14 (NKJV) 

1. 14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 

II. Have fervent love for one another, 

A. The root idea of this term is to be stretched or in tension. Thus when applied in
situations such as this it means not to slack off on love, to keep it going at full
force, to be earnest about it. Unlike the Ephesians who did slack off (Rev. 2:4–5),
these Christians are to maintain their devotion to one another.   Peter H. Davids,
The First Epistle of Peter, The New International Commentary on the New
Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1990), 157.

B. The only other place the word occurs in the New Testament is in connection with
Peter’s imprisonment by Herod. Peter was to be executed the next morning, but
prayer was made for him “without ceasing” (ektenes) by the church (Acts 12:5).
It means “to be extended” or “stretched out.” The word earnest conveys the
thought.  John Phillips, Exploring the Epistles of Peter: An Expository
Commentary, The John Phillips Commentary Series (Kregel Publications;
WORDsearch Corp., 2009), 1 Pe 4:8–10.

C. It has to be a “deep” love, but the English word doesn’t adequately convey the
sense of the Greek “at full stretch” (compare 1:22). Why at full stretch? Because
this love will be stretched to the limit by the demands made on it. Let us remind
ourselves that Christian love means caring for other people in their needs and that
such care will be accompanied by a growing affection for them. Many people are
prepared to care for others; they are less ready to have affection for them and to
demonstrate it. It requires love at full stretch to do this.  I. Howard Marshall, 1
Peter, The IVP New Testament Commentary Series (Downers Grove, IL:
InterVarsity Press, 1991), 1 Pe 4:8.

D.  The word pictures an athlete straining to reach the goal. It speaks of eagerness
and intensity. Christian love is something we have to work at, just the way an
athlete works on his skills. It is not a matter of emotional feeling, though that is
included, but of dedicated will. Christian love means that we treat others the way
God treats us, obeying His commandments in the Word. It is even possible to love
people that we do not like!   Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition
Commentary, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 422.

E.  Love is the badge of a believer in this world (John 13:34–35). Especially in times
of testing and persecution, Christians need to love one another and be united in
heart.  Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 2 (Wheaton,
IL: Victor Books, 1996), 422.
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III. For "love will cover a multitude of sins."

A. This kind of strenuously maintained love is not blind but sees and accepts the
faults of others.  Roger M. Raymer, “1 Peter,” in The Bible Knowledge
Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck,
vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 853.

B. Peter is concerned with behaviors that could destroy the Christian community;
such behaviors must be extinguished if the church is to survive.   Karen H. Jobes,
1 Peter, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI:
Baker Academic, 2005), 279.

1. There in your local church is Ann, who doesn’t know much about hygiene
and is frankly “smelly.” Jim wears you out with incessant talking. Cathy is
unspiritual. Don doesn’t get along with Evelyn. Fred treats his wife badly.
Gene is a gauche teen-ager, never knowing how to act with courtesy and
discretion. Hilary often grumbles. Irene has a different set of interests and
values (she can’t come to the Tuesday-evening prayer meeting because it
clashes with the local Amnesty International group). And so on it goes.
There is Kevin, to be sure, who is really quite saintly but rather drab as a
person. None of them is very easy to love at full stretch. (There is also, of
course, myself, and I figure in other people’s lists of difficult people for
similar reasons.)   I. Howard Marshall, 1 Peter, The IVP New Testament
Commentary Series (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1991), 1 Pe
4:8.

2. As White (1919: 543, 546) explains, a person who is under the control of
godly love acts, when a private personal injury has been done to him, as
though nothing had occurred. In this way, by simply ignoring the unkind
act or the insulting word, … he brings the evil thing to an end; it dies and
leaves no seed. … This consideration gives dignity and worth inestimable
to the feeble efforts of the most insignificant of us to make love the
controlling principle in our daily lives.   Karen H. Jobes, 1 Peter, Baker
Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker
Academic, 2005), 279.

C. Proverbs 10:12 (NKJV)

1. 12 Hatred stirs up strife, But love covers all sins.

2. Since “hatred” is the antonym of “love,” the phrase “covers a multitude of
sins” in this antithetic parallel suggests that the sense of “covering” and
“stirring up dissension” are also opposites. If so, the love that covers sins
is probably best understood as a forbearance that does not let wrongs done
within the Christian community come to their fullest and most virulent
expression.  Karen H. Jobes, 1 Peter, Baker Exegetical Commentary on
the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2005), 278.
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D. Covers a multitude of sin

1. Psalm 32:1 (NKJV)

a. 1 Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, Whose sin is
covered.

2. 1 Corinthians 13:5 (AMP)

a. 5 It is not conceited (arrogant and inflated with pride); it is not rude
(unmannerly) and does not act unbecomingly. Love (God’s love in
us) does not insist on its own rights or its own way, for it is not
self-seeking; it is not touchy or fretful or resentful; it takes no
account of the evil done to it [it pays no attention to a suffered
wrong].

3. This is not talking about going along with or allowing evil.

a. But love covers the multitude of sins, rather than exposing and
holding them up to censure. This does not mean that we should be
indifferent to evil. We are taught elsewhere how to deal with and to
help those who are overtaken in a fault or who drift into sin. See
Galatians 6:1; James 5:19–20.  H. A. Ironside, James, 1 Peter, and
2 Peter, Ironside Expository Commentary (Horizon Press, 1947),
49.

b. Nowhere does the Scripture ever suggest that love can condone sin.
God, even with the greatness of his love, never does that. What we
learn here is that this ‘stretched love’ covers sin. We can overlook
a fellow believer’s irritating habits, and this love will forgive
others who have hurt us, and as often as necessary. Certainly, a
Christian should never broadcast another believer’s failure for all
the world to hear.  Derek Cleave, 1 Peter, Focus on the Bible
Commentary (Ross-shire, Great Britain: Christian Focus
Publications, 1999), 128.

c. Galatians 6:1 (NKJV) 

(1) 1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who
are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness,
considering yourself lest you also be tempted. 

4. Love refuses to allow relational shortcomings to overcome unity.  Jim
Samra, James, 1 & 2 Peter, and Jude, ed. Mark L. Strauss and John H.
Walton, Teach the Text Commentary Series (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker
Books: A Division of Baker Publishing Group, 2016), 170.

5. If we love each other deeply ‘from the heart’ (1:22) then we will be given
the grace to overlook all the annoying habits of our fellow church
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members. Michael Bentley, Living for Christ in a Pagan World: 1 and 2
Peter Simply Explained, Welwyn Commentary Series (Darlington,
England: Evangelical Press, 1990), 149.

6. Where love abounds in a fellowship of Christians, many small offences,
and even some large ones, are readily overlooked and forgotten. But where
love is lacking, every word is viewed with suspicion, every action is liable
to misunderstanding, and conflicts abound—to Satan’s perverse delight  
Wayne A. Grudem, 1 Peter: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 17,
Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity
Press, 1988), 181.

7.  It should not be too difficult for us to cover the sins of others; after all,
Jesus Christ died that our sins might be washed away.   Warren W.
Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor
Books, 1996), 422.

As we have seen, “love” (agapÄ) is the mark of authentic Christian lifestyle. Jesus said that it
was by this love that others would recognize us as His true disciples (John 13:35)  Paul A. Cedar
and Lloyd J. Ogilvie, James / 1 & 2 Peter / Jude, vol. 34, The Preacher’s Commentary Series
(Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Inc, 1984), 176.

1 Clement 49:5 Love joineth us unto God; love covereth a multitude of sins; love endureth all
things, is long-suffering in all things. There is nothing coarse, nothing arrogant in love. Love hath
no divisions, love maketh no seditions, love doeth all things in concord. In love were all the elect
of God made perfect; without love nothing is well-pleasing to God:   Joseph Barber Lightfoot
and J. R. Harmer, The Apostolic Fathers (London: Macmillan and Co., 1891), 78.

When Peter said “multitude,” one wonders if he was reflecting not only the words in Proverbs
but also what Jesus said to him, “until seventy times seven”: “ready to forgive again and again”
(Stibbs 154), forgiving others as God has forgiven us.  Robert E. Picirilli, “Commentary on the
Books of 1 and 2 Peter,” in James, 1, 2 Peter, & Jude, ed. Robert E. Picirilli, First Edition., The
Randall House Bible Commentary (Nashville, TN: Randall House Publications, 1992), 193.

Matthew 24:12 (NKJV)

12 And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold.

Matthew 22:34–40 (NKJV)

34 But when the Pharisees heard that He had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together. 35

Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, and saying, 36 “Teacher, which is
the great commandment in the law?” 37 Jesus said to him, “ ‘You shall love the LORD your God
with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and great
commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On
these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”
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John 13:34–35 (NKJV)

34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you
also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one
another.”

1 John 2:7–11 (NKJV)

7 Brethren, I write no new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have had
from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which you heard from the beginning. 8

Again, a new commandment I write to you, which thing is true in Him and in you, because the
darkness is passing away, and the true light is already shining. 9 He who says he is in the light,
and hates his brother, is in darkness until now. 10 He who loves his brother abides in the light, and
there is no cause for stumbling in him. 11 But he who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in
darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.

Matthew 18:21–22 (NKJV)

21 Then Peter came to Him and said, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I
forgive him? Up to seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but
up to seventy times seven.

1 Corinthians 13:4–7 (NKJV)

4 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 5

does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 6 does not rejoice
in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,
endures all things.

And it ought to be noticed that Solomon does not say that only a few sins are covered, but a
multitude of sins, according to what Christ declares, when he bids us to forgive our brethren
seventy times seven, (Matt. 18:22.) But the more sins love covers, the more evident appears its
usefulness for the wellbeing of mankind.  John Calvin and John Owen, Commentaries on the
Catholic Epistles (Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2010), 129.

I knew a pastor in Texas who told me that he had a lock of hair right on top of his head which
would always stand up no matter how he combed it. He said that the choir threatened to quit
because of it. They sat behind him and could always see that hair come up sometime during his
sermon. They actually became angry with him because of that lock of hair. Every time he went
for a haircut he had the barber cut it off because he did not want to offend his choir. Imagine that
type of thing! If they had had love in their hearts, that lock of hair wouldn’t have bothered them
one bit. J. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary: The Epistles (1 Peter), electronic ed.,
vol. 54 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1991), 87–88.

 since charity, or true love, thinks no ill, but puts the best constructions upon the words and
actions of fellow-Christians, and does not take them up, and improve and exaggerate them, but
lets them lie buried in oblivion: it takes no notice of injuries, offences, and affronts, but
overlooks them, bears with them, and forgives them, so that they are never raked up, and seen
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any more; which prevents much scandal, strife, and trouble.   John Gill, An Exposition of the
New Testament, vol. 3, The Baptist Commentary Series (London: Mathews and Leigh, 1809),
570.

One of the most difficult and inconvenient times to extend love is when someone in the church
has hurt or wronged us. We must demonstrate a love that is willing to be stretched because love
covers over a multitude of sins. “Covers” means “willing to forgive.” The present tense indicates
that which is to be constantly true in the life of the believer.   David Walls and Max Anders, I &
II Peter, I, II & III John, Jude, vol. 11, Holman New Testament Commentary (Nashville, TN:
Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1999), 73.

Prov. 10:12: ‘Love covereth all sins.’ For the truth of it we have only to appeal to the experience
of every one. (a) True love to another makes us kind to his imperfections, charitable towards his
faults, and often blind even to the existence of faults. We would not see the imperfections of
those whom we love; and our attachment for what we esteem their real excellencies, makes us
insensible to their errors.   Albert Barnes, Notes on the New Testament: James to Jude, ed.
Robert Frew (London: Blackie & Son, 1884–1885), 194.

 He is not suggesting that sin is to be wrongly covered up or denied by a person individually, nor
is he suggesting that certain acts of love bring sufficient merit that they will outweigh certain
sins. Rather, he is speaking pragmatically of the effects of exercising true and deep love between
brothers and sisters in Christ. When decisions are made to act in love towards others, then many
sins are covered. When a person speaks rudely to us or acts harshly or unfairly towards us, a
response of love simply ‘covers’ the sin of the person. . . . It may make us psychologically feel
better to tell others about how we have been sinned against, but this is not the way of the Lord. 
Paul Gardner, 1 and 2 Peter and Jude: Christian Living in an Age of Suffering, New Edition.,
Focus on the Bible Commentary (Ross-shire, Scotland: Christian Focus, 2013), 131–132.

 This love will cause you to overlook a great number of sins against you. As your love abounds, it
will cover offenses so that they are not allowed to come between you and others. Fightings,
grudges and bad feelings among the brothers in time of persecution is especially tragic; it could
destroy much—don’t let it.  Jay E. Adams, Trust and Obey: A Practical Commentary on First
Peter (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1979), 131.

This term means “tense,” “resolute,” “eager.” It occurs in the NT only in Acts 12:5; 1 Pet. 1:22;
4:8; Lk. 22:44 (ektenésteron). The point in 1 Pet. 4:8 is that love should not fail in view of the
approaching end. This demands purity of will, so that this earnest love must be from the heart
(1:22). Since the term expresses resolute concentration, it is very apt to describe prayer, and is
used in this context for the fervent prayer made for Peter in Acts 12:5. The comparative in Lk.
22:44 refers only to the intensity of the prayer of Jesus. Since the problem for him is not death
itself, but death as a vicarious death for sin, we do not have here any direct model for us in the
hour of death.  Gerhard Kittel, Gerhard Friedrich, and Geoffrey William Bromiley, Theological
Dictionary of the New Testament, Abridged in One Volume (Grand Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans,
1985), 219.

1. We think narrowly in terms of sins committed against us, when it applies to all the things in
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other people that irk us.

2. We tend to assume that the biblical teaching is concerned only with formal forgiveness for
wrongs committed. Doubtless this is included, but the scope is wider. What Peter says here is
closer to what Paul says in 1 Corinthians 13:5: “Love … keeps no record of wrongs.” It does not
treasure up the memory of wrongs committed or offenses, but releases them and does not hold
them against the person.  I. Howard Marshall, 1 Peter, The IVP New Testament Commentary
Series (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1991), 1 Pe 4:8.
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