
Using What God Gives Us
1 Peter 4:8–11 (NKJV)

8 And above all things have fervent love for one another, for “love will cover a multitude of
sins.” 9 Be hospitable to one another without grumbling. 10 As each one has received a gift,
minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 11 If anyone speaks,
let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which
God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the
glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

If I were to call all the church members and say we need to redecorate the church.

And suppose someone with infinite knowledge was in charge.

When I showed up he gave me a hammer would I suppose that I was to do the painting.

And if another person arrived and was given a paint brush would that mean he was to re-nail the
trim.

And when someone else came they were given window cleaner and some wiping cloths, would
they suppose they were to paint the interior.

Now that maybe an over simplification of what Peter is saying here but it is the same.

In the Lord’s churches He hands out our gifts, our abilities, our expertise.

What does He expect of us. He expects us to fulfill our gifts, our abilities.

That is what he is saying.

I. Be hospitable to one another without grumbling. 

A. We talked a little about this before Christmas.

1. Hospitality among Christians was necessary.

2. The inns were no place for Christians to stay.

3. And many times Christians were hunted by the Roman government.

B. So as they traveled from one place to another they were sort of their own
underground railroad.

C. The proper attitude in this ministry was also necessary.

1. They were to show hospitality without grumbling.

2. The idea is to murmur or complain.

3. All of our service to one another and therefore to Jesus is to be done
without grumbling.

II. As each one has received a gift
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A. We all have a gift.

1. We often think, who me?

2. Some think of course, without me the church would close it’s doors.

3. But all have a gift.

4. In 1 Corinthians Paul was trying to straighten out a church that prized
spiritual gifts and graded them from high to lowly.

5. 1 Corinthians 12:15–25 (NKJV)

a. 15 If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I am not of the
body,” is it therefore not of the body? 16 And if the ear should say,
“Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body,” is it therefore not
of the body? 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the
hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the smelling?
18 But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the
body just as He pleased. 19 And if they were all one member,
where would the body be? 20 But now indeed there are many
members, yet one body. 21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I
have no need of you”; nor again the head to the feet, “I have no
need of you.” 22 No, much rather, those members of the body
which seem to be weaker are necessary. 23 And those members of
the body which we think to be less honorable, on these we bestow
greater honor; and our unpresentable parts have greater modesty,
24 but our presentable parts have no need. But God composed the
body, having given greater honor to that part which lacks it, 25 that
there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should
have the same care for one another.

6. Each believer’s spiritual giftedness is unique, as if each were a spiritual
snowflake or fingerprint. It is as if God dips His paint brush into different
colors, or categories of gifts, on His spiritual palette and paints each
Christian a unique blend of colors.  John F. MacArthur Jr., 1 Peter,
MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody Publishers,
2004), 243.

B. Minister to one another that gift we have been given.

1. 1 Corinthians 12:7 (NKJV)

a. 7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the
profit of all:

2. I knew a man once who claimed to have a great spiritual gift, but that gift
only benefitted himself and no one else in the church.
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3. That is contrary to the idea Peter give us here.

4. I remember hearing a story of a man who brought his servants into a large
hall with a large table filled with food. But he had done an unusual thing.
He had fastened a small board to the elbows of each person so that they
could not bend their arms. Now with out bending their arms how were
they going to feed themselves. They were in complete confusion and
despair. Until one of the lowly servants picked up a spoonful of food and
put it in their neighbor’s mouth. None of them could feed themselves but
they could feed one anther.

5. Maybe that is the reason that some churches are weak and sickly. They
members have never learned to feed one another.

C. As good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 

1. A Steward is a person who handles or oversees another’s property or
possessions.

2. We are all at best are only stewards for we own nothing and can take
nothing with us when we leave.

3. But the good steward is the one who takes care of what he does not own at
the bidding of the master.

4. Don’t forget the times that Jesus taught about masters and stewards.

5. But what we refer to here is not houses and lands, bank accounts and
treasury bonds.

6. We are speaking of the manifold grace of God.

7. The gifts are manifold.

a. That means that it takes a variety of gifted people to make up a
church.

b. Some may have the same gift but if they all have the same gift
“where is the hearing”.

8. But they are of grace.

a. Since the gifts are of grace, they we do not deserve or earn them.

b. You can’t beg God to change your gift because you do not like
what He has given you.

c. That is why it is foolish for church members to desire gifts that
others have in the church.

d. We need to minister the gift we have been given and God will take
care of the other guy.
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e. John 21:20–21 (NKJV)

(1) 20 Then Peter, turning around, saw the disciple whom Jesus
loved following, who also had leaned on His breast at the
supper, and said, “Lord, who is the one who betrays You?”
21 Peter, seeing him, said to Jesus, “But Lord, what about
this man?”

III. If anyone speaks

A. There seems to be two types of gifts, speaking and ministering.

B. Let him speak as the oracles of God.

1. This would of course include the pastor as well and teachers of any sort.

2. The oracle of God is the word of God.

a. God was calling His word the oracles of God long before The
Matrix had Neo meet with the Oracle.

3. We need to teach the Bible, always the Bible and only thing biblical.

4. Isaiah 55:11 (NKJV)

a. 11 So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not
return to Me void, But it shall accomplish what I please, And it
shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.

IV. If anyone ministers

A. There are any number of ways in which we minister to one another.

1. The rule is that whatever gift, ordinary or extraordinary, whatever power,
ability, or capacity of doing good is given to us, we should minister, or do
service, with the same one to another, accounting ourselves not masters,
but only stewards of the manifold grace, or the various gifts, of God.  
Matthew Henry, Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible:
Complete and Unabridged in One Volume (Peabody: Hendrickson, 1994),
2431.

B. Let him do it as with the ability which God supplies

C. Romans 12:5–8 (NKJV)

1. 5 so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of
one another. 6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is
given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to
our faith; 7 or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in
teaching; 8 he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality;
he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.
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V. Our Goal

A. That in all things God may be glorified 

1. Matthew 5:16 (NKJV)

a. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven.

B. Through Jesus Christ, 

1. To whom belong the glory 

2. 1 Corinthians 10:31 (NKJV)

a. 31 Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all
to the glory of God.

3. And the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

This story is not our story it is His story.

If Jesus did not come to be served but to serve, what are we doing here?
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