
Scarcely Saved

1 Peter 4:15-19 (NKJV) 

15  But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody in other
people's matters. 16  Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him
glorify God in this matter. 17  For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God;
and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God?
18  Now "If the righteous one is scarcely saved, Where will the ungodly and the sinner appear?"
19  Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God commit their souls to Him in
doing good, as to a faithful Creator. 

Peter is continuing from last week’s passage.

1 Peter 4:12–14 (NKJV)

12 Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some
strange thing happened to you; 13 but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings,
that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy. 14 If you are
reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon
you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified.

So then he wants to warn them that suffering for doing wrong brings no glory to us or to the
Lord.

So he states the obvious. No Christian should be a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or even a
busybody in other people’s matters.

I think we get all this. If you don’t, we can talk later.

Then he goes back to talking about the things we spoke about last week.

Don’t be ashamed for suffering as a Christian but rather glorify God through the suffering.

But then he begins to talk about judgment and its place in the Christian community.

I. Obviously even in the Christian community there is sin and God will bring judgment for
it.

A. No one on this side of eternity is without sin.

B. God chastens His children when they sin to bring them to repentance.

II. But if God will judge His own children, the household of God, where will the sinner be.

A. If judgment begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the
gospel of God?  1 Peter 4:17 (NKJV)

1. In the world, the right people can get away with murder.

2. You know what I mean.
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3. But God does not operate like that.

4. Even though we are His own blessed children, He brings judgment upon
us when we sin in order to bring us to repentance.

5. Hebrews 12:5–11 (NKJV)

a. 5 And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to
sons: “My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, Nor be
discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; 6 For whom the LORD
loves He chastens, And scourges every son whom He receives.” 7
If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for
what son is there whom a father does not chasten? 8 But if you are
without chastening, of which all have become partakers, then you
are illegitimate and not sons. 9 Furthermore, we have had human
fathers who corrected us, and we paid them respect. Shall we not
much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and
live? 10 For they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed
best to them, but He for our profit, that we may be partakers of His
holiness. 11 Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present,
but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of
righteousness to those who have been trained by it.

B. But what about the lost?

1. Who are the lost?

2. Several ways to describe them.

a. One is in this passage, “they have not obeyed the gospel of God.”

b. They do not know God.

c. They have never been born-again.

d. They have never experienced God’s grace.

3. Before a person can be saved must see themselves as a lost sinner.

4. But we are all sinners.

5. Romans 3:9–18 (NKJV)

a. 9 What then? Are we better than they? Not at all. For we have
previously charged both Jews and Greeks that they are all under
sin. 10 As it is written: “There is none righteous, no, not one; 11
There is none who understands; There is none who seeks after
God. 12 They have all turned aside; They have together become
unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one.” 13 “Their
throat is an open tomb; With their tongues they have practiced
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deceit”; “The poison of asps is under their lips”; 14 “Whose mouth
is full of cursing and bitterness.” 15 “Their feet are swift to shed
blood; 16 Destruction and misery are in their ways; 17 And the
way of peace they have not known.” 18 “There is no fear of God
before their eyes.”   Ps. 14:1–3; 53:1–3; Eccl. 7:20

b. How many are of themselves righteous?

c. How many have understanding of the things of God?

d. How many seek after God?

e. How many have turned aside?

f. How many are profitable?

g. How many do good?

6. If we are all in this condition, can we work our way out of it?

7. Titus 3:3 (NKJV)

a. 3 For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived,
serving various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy,
hateful and hating one another.

8. Titus 3:3–7 (NKJV)

a. 3 For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived,
serving various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy,
hateful and hating one another. 4 But when the kindness and the
love of God our Savior toward man appeared, 5 not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He
saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the
Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus
Christ our Savior, 7 that having been justified by His grace we
should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

9. Titus 3:8 (NKJV)

a. 8 This is a faithful saying, and these things I want you to affirm
constantly, that those who have believed in God should be careful
to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable to
men.

III. Therefore the righteous are scarcely saved.

A. 1 Peter 4:18 (NKJV)

1. 18 Now “If the righteous one is scarcely saved, Where will the ungodly
and the sinner appear?”
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B. The phrase scarcely be saved means “saved with difficulty,” but it does not
suggest that God is too weak to save us. The reference is probably to Genesis
19:15–26, when God sought to rescue Lot from Sodom before the city was
destroyed. God was able—but Lot was unwilling!  Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible
Exposition Commentary, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 426.

C. “In other words, we as believers just barely made it. The righteous are saved only
by the death of Christ and their faith in Christ. That is the only way we ever got
saved, and we just barely made it, my friend. J. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible
Commentary: The Epistles (1 Peter), electronic ed., vol. 54 (Nashville: Thomas
Nelson, 1991), 94–95.

IV. Good works follow salvation, not proceed salvation.

A. 1 Peter 4:19 (NKJV)

1. 19 Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God commit
their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator.

B. Ephesians 2:8–10 (NKJV)

1. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.
10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

We sing the song Amazing Grace. Do we mean it or should we sing I am amazing for I made it?

Times of persecution are times of opportunity for a loving witness to those who persecute us (see
Matt. 5:10–12, 43–48). It was not the earthquake that brought that Philippian jailer to Christ,
because that frightened him into almost committing suicide! No, it was Paul’s loving concern for
him that brought the jailer to faith in Christ. As Christians, we do not seek for vengeance on
those who have hurt us. Rather, we pray for them and seek to lead them to Jesus Christ. Warren
W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 426.

“In other words, we as believers just barely made it. The righteous are saved only by the death of
Christ and their faith in Christ. That is the only way we ever got saved, and we just barely made
it, my friend. During a recent period of physical recuperation, my wife and I reminisced about our
past lives. We really got acquainted in new ways, and I kidded her, “My I’m just now coming to
know you. I think maybe we ought to get married now that I know you!” But I also said to her,
“When I look back at my life, how I started out on the wrong track, the wrong foot, it is nothing
but a miracle that God ever saved me. I just marvel at it. I just barely made it.”

“John Wesley spoke of himself as “a brand plucked from the burning,” and that is true of most of
us. When John Wesley came to America, he was not saved, he was not a Christian. He made this
statement, “I came to America to convert Indians, but who is going to convert John Wesley?” His
biographer tells us that at the governor’s court in Georgia he met one of the noblemen of Great
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Britain who had been sent over to administer that area. He was a very wealthy man with a name,
and he had married a beautiful, young wife. That young woman and John Wesley began to eye
each other, and evidently John Wesley fell in love with her. He asked her to leave and go with
him to live among the Indians. And he thought he was a Christian and a missionary! But she sent
him back to England, saying, “John this won’t work. I love you, and I’ll always love you, but
God has called you to do something for Him.” She evidently was a Christian, and so she sent him
back to England. It is said that three times he started up the gangplank, and three times he started
to walk back. But she motioned him to go, and he went back to England. One night walking
down Aldersgate, he went upstairs and heard a man speaking on Galatians. Later, he could write
in his journal, “I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt that I did trust Christ, Christ alone, for my
salvation, and there was given to me an assurance that He had forgiven me of my sins.”

“Now if the righteous scarcely be saved, if they be but brands plucked from the burning, “where
shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?” Peter asks. My friend, if you are not a Christian, and if
Vernon McGee just barely made it and made it only by trusting Christ, how do you think you are
going to make it? There is not but one hope—there is only one way of salvation. The Lord Jesus
said, “I am the way” (see John 14:6). J. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary: The
Epistles (1 Peter), electronic ed., vol. 54 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1991), 94–95.

This is Peter’s idea here. These Christians, who are suffering but know they have followed the
Lord, are a marked and protected people. They are caught up in the judgment, but theirs is a
refining judgement and a sifting process that separates them out from those who are not the
Lord’s. The reaction of God’s people to their suffering will be one of total dependence upon the
Lord and full trust in him. It will be a reaction that leads to a deepening of their faith. The apostle
Paul makes this point in 1 Corinthians 11:32 when he says, ‘When we are judged by the Lord, we
are being disciplined so that we will not be condemned with the world.’ Paul Gardner, 1 and 2
Peter and Jude: Christian Living in an Age of Suffering, New Edition., Focus on the Bible
Commentary (Ross-shire, Scotland: Christian Focus, 2013), 147–148.

Philippians 3:7–11 (NKJV)

7 But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 8 Yet indeed I also count
all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have
suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in
Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in
Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; 10 that I may know Him and the power of
His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, 11 if, by any
means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.    J. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible
Commentary: The Epistles (1 Peter), electronic ed., vol. 54 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1991),
94.
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