
The Role of the Pastor
1 Peter 5:1–4 (NKJV)

1 The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings
of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed: 2 Shepherd the flock of God
which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest
gain but eagerly; 3 nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the
flock; 4 and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not
fade away.

There are three New Testament terms used interchangeably to refer to these men: elder
(presbuterion; cf. 1 Tim. 5:19; 2 John 1; 3 John 1), bishop or overseer (episkopos; cf. 2:25; Phil.
1:1; 1 Tim. 3:2; Titus 1:7), and pastor (poimen; cf. Eph. 4:11).  John F. MacArthur Jr., 1 Peter,
MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2004), 263.

I. Shepherd the flock of God which is among you

A. Why does God refer to us as sheep?

B. “Flock” brings to mind all the shepherd imagery found in the Scriptures: the sheep
gentle, defenseless, liable to stray, needing a shepherd, happy, peaceful under his
care, pitiful when lost, scattered, etc. This is “God’s flock” that was bought at a
great price (Acts 20:28), that is exceedingly precious in his sight, a great trust
placed into the hands of human shepherds who are to pattern after Yahweh, the
Shepherd (Ps. 23:1), and Christ, the Archshepherd (v. 4). What shepherd could
have the care of any part of God’s flock and treat it carelessly! Peter’s words are
sparing but overflow with tender and serious meaning.  R. C. H. Lenski, The
Interpretation of the Epistles of St. Peter, St. John and St. Jude (Minneapolis,
MN: Augsburg Publishing House, 1966), 218.

C. Psalm 23:1–6 (NKJV)

1. 1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 He makes me to lie down
in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters. 3 He restores my
soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness For His name’s sake. 4
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear
no evil; For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 5
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint
my head with oil; My cup runs over. 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall
follow me All the days of my life; And I will dwell in the house of the
LORD Forever.

D. John MacArthur puts it well.

1. “It is no accident that God has chosen to call us sheep,” wrote W. Phillip
Keller. “The behavior of sheep and human beings is similar in many
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ways.… Sheep do not ‘just take care of themselves’ as some might
suppose. They require, more than any other class of livestock, endless
attention and meticulous care” (A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23 [Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 1979], 20–21).

2. “For example, God has created most animals with an uncanny instinct to
find their way home. But if sheep stray into unfamiliar territory, they
become completely disoriented and cannot find their way back home, as in
the Lord’s poignant parable of the lost sheep (Luke 15:3–7). Sheep need a
shepherd to guide them, provide for them, protect them, and sometimes
also to rescue them from harm.

3. “Sheep spend most of their time eating and drinking. But if they become
lost, they are helpless to find adequate food and water. Left to themselves,
sheep will indiscriminately eat both healthful and poisonous plants, or
overgraze and ruin their own pasture. And they need to be led to water that
is not impure and stagnant, not too hot or too cold, and water that is not
moving too rapidly. That is why the psalmist refers to “quiet waters” in
Psalm 23:2.

4. “It is not surprising, then, that Jesus likened the disoriented, confused,
unclean, and spiritually lost crowds to flocks of sheep without shepherds
(Matt. 9:36; Mark 6:34). They could not feed themselves spiritually and
had no one to lead and protect them. The prophet Isaiah also compared
humanity’s lost condition to that of stray sheep, “All of us like sheep have
gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way” (Isa. 53:6).

5. John F. MacArthur Jr., 1 Peter, MacArthur New Testament Commentary
(Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2004), 261–262.

E. Shepherd the sheep means to tend or feed the sheep.

II. Serving as overseers

A. Jesus of course is the Chief Shepherd

1. When the Chief Shepherd appears v-4

B. But God has given the pastors this care over the sheep.

C. John 21:15–17 (NKJV)

1. 15 So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon,
son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes,
Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Feed My lambs.” 16
He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love
Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to
him, “Tend My sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of
Jonah, do you love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the
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third time, “Do you love Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all
things; You know that I love You.” Jesus said to him, “Feed My sheep.

D. The verb poimaino, “shepherd,” is used in Acts 20:28 to describe the
responsibility of the elders in the church. We are also reminded of Jesus’ words to
Peter in John 21:16, where Jesus exhorted Peter to “shepherd my sheep” (literal
translation). Luther rightly argues that we shepherd God’s flock by preaching the
gospel.  Thomas R. Schreiner, 1, 2 Peter, Jude, vol. 37, The New American
Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2003), 233.

E. 1 Timothy 5:17 (NKJV)

1. 17 Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor,
especially those who labor in the word and doctrine.

F. Hebrews 13:17 (NKJV)

1. 17 Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out
for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy
and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.

III. Being examples to the flock

A. The most important aspect of spiritual leadership and the best test of its
effectiveness is the power of an exemplary life (cf. the apostle Paul’s application
of this in Acts 20:17–38; 2 Cor. 1:12–14; 6:3–13; 11:7–11; 1 Thess. 2:1–10; 2
Thess. 3:7–9; 2 Tim. 1:13–14).   John F. MacArthur Jr., 1 Peter, MacArthur New
Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2004), 267–268.

B. Acts 20:17–38

1. 17 From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called for the elders of the church.
18 And when they had come to him, he said to them: “You know, from the
first day that I came to Asia, in what manner I always lived among you, 19
serving the Lord with all humility, with many tears and trials which
happened to me by the plotting of the Jews; 20 how I kept back nothing
that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and taught you publicly and
from house to house, 21 testifying to Jews, and also to Greeks, repentance
toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 22 And see, now I go
bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the things that will happen to
me there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies in every city, saying that
chains and tribulations await me. 24 But none of these things move me;
nor do I count my life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with joy,
and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the
gospel of the grace of God. 25 “And indeed, now I know that you all,
among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, will see my face
no more. 26 Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the
blood of all men. 27 For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole

FBC Toulon February 13, 2022 The Role of the Pastor Page 3



counsel of God. 28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock,
among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the
church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 29 For I know
this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not
sparing the flock. 30 Also from among yourselves men will rise up,
speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves. 31
Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn
everyone night and day with tears. 32 “So now, brethren, I commend you
to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and
give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33 I have
coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel. 34 Yes, you yourselves know
that these hands have provided for my necessities, and for those who were
with me. 35 I have shown you in every way, by laboring like this, that you
must support the weak. And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that
He said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ” 36 And when he had
said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all. 37 Then they all
wept freely, and fell on Paul’s neck and kissed him, 38 sorrowing most of
all for the words which he spoke, that they would see his face no more.
And they accompanied him to the ship. 

C. 2 Corinthians 1:12–14

1. 12 For our boasting is this: the testimony of our conscience that we
conducted ourselves in the world in simplicity and godly sincerity, not
with fleshly wisdom but by the grace of God, and more abundantly toward
you. 13 For we are not writing any other things to you than what you read
or understand. Now I trust you will understand, even to the end 14 (as also
you have understood us in part), that we are your boast as you also are
ours, in the day of the Lord Jesus. 

D. 2 Corinthians 6:3–13

1. 3 We give no offense in anything, that our ministry may not be blamed. 4
But in all things we commend ourselves as ministers of God: in much
patience, in tribulations, in needs, in distresses, 5 in stripes, in
imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in fastings; 6 by
purity, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Spirit, by
sincere love, 7 by the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armor of
righteousness on the right hand and on the left, 8 by honor and dishonor,
by evil report and good report; as deceivers, and yet true; 9 as unknown,
and yet well known; as dying, and behold we live; as chastened, and yet
not killed; 10 as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many
rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things. 11 O Corinthians!
We have spoken openly to you, our heart is wide open. 12 You are not
restricted by us, but you are restricted by your own affections. 13 Now in
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return for the same (I speak as to children), you also be open. 

E. 2 Corinthians 11:7–11

1. 7 Did I commit sin in humbling myself that you might be exalted, because
I preached the gospel of God to you free of charge? 8 I robbed other
churches, taking wages from them to minister to you. 9 And when I was
present with you, and in need, I was a burden to no one, for what I lacked
the brethren who came from Macedonia supplied. And in everything I kept
myself from being burdensome to you, and so I will keep myself. 10 As
the truth of Christ is in me, no one shall stop me from this boasting in the
regions of Achaia. 11 Why? Because I do not love you? God knows! 

F. 1 Thessalonians 2:1–10

1. 1 For you yourselves know, brethren, that our coming to you was not in
vain. 2 But even after we had suffered before and were spitefully treated at
Philippi, as you know, we were bold in our God to speak to you the gospel
of God in much conflict. 3 For our exhortation did not come from error or
uncleanness, nor was it in deceit. 4 But as we have been approved by God
to be entrusted with the gospel, even so we speak, not as pleasing men, but
God who tests our hearts. 5 For neither at any time did we use flattering
words, as you know, nor a cloak for covetousness—God is witness. 6 Nor
did we seek glory from men, either from you or from others, when we
might have made demands as apostles of Christ. 7 But we were gentle
among you, just as a nursing mother cherishes her own children. 8 So,
affectionately longing for you, we were well pleased to impart to you not
only the gospel of God, but also our own lives, because you had become
dear to us. 9 For you remember, brethren, our labor and toil; for laboring
night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you, we preached to
you the gospel of God. 10 You are witnesses, and God also, how devoutly
and justly and blamelessly we behaved ourselves among you who believe; 

2 Timothy 4:3–4 (NKJV)

3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own
desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will
turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.
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