
Being a Pastor
1 Peter 5:1–4 (NKJV)

1 The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings
of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed: 2 Shepherd the flock of God
which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest
gain but eagerly; 3 nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the
flock; 4 and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not
fade away.

Many people think that being a pastor is a sweet job.

You only work one day a week they think.

Well if the pastor works but one day a week and the people only look at the Bible one day a week
that explains why the average pastorate is 3 or four years.

Our church has done better. When I came here the average was 4.4 years.

How well does the pastor get to know the congregation in 3 or 4 years?

What does it mean to be the pastor.

What is the pastor supposed to do.

Our text says in verse 2 that he is to shepherd the flock of God.

I. Every Shepherd needs the right tools.

A. The ancient pastor.

1. David had his staff and his rod but also a sling.

2. These had various uses.

3. The staff could be used to catch a sheep or rescue one that fallen in a hole
or over a cliff.

4. The sling of course was to drive off predator.

B. Remember what the word to shepherd means.

1. John 21:16 (NKJV)

a. 16 He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do
you love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love
You.” He said to him, “Tend My sheep.”

C. The pastor has the Bible, 

1. He is to teach it, 

a. 1 Timothy 4:6–11 (NKJV)
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(1) 6 If you instruct the brethren in these things, you will be a
good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished in the words of
faith and of the good doctrine which you have carefully
followed. 7 But reject profane and old wives’ fables, and
exercise yourself toward godliness. 8 For bodily exercise
profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all things,
having promise of the life that now is and of that which is
to come. 9 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all
acceptance. 10 For to this end we both labor and suffer
reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is the
Savior of all men, especially of those who believe. 11
These things command and teach.

b. 1 Timothy 4:13 (NKJV)

(1) 13 Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to
doctrine.

2. He is to preach it, 

a. 2 Timothy 4:1–4 (NKJV)

(1) 1 I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus
Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His
appearing and His kingdom: 2 Preach the word! Be ready in
season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all
longsuffering and teaching. 3 For the time will come when
they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their
own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap
up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears
away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.

D. The pastor depends upon the Holy Spirit. It is his greatest asset.

1. For himself.

a. Without the Holy Spirit no one can know the things of the Lord.

(1) He must have the Holy Spirit for discernment.

b. They are spiritually discerned, not by education but by
illumination.

(1) 1 Corinthians 2:10 (NKJV)

(a) 10 But God has revealed them to us through His
Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the
deep things of God.

(2) 1 Corinthians 2:12 (NKJV)

FBC Toulon February 20, 2022 Being a Pastor Page 2



(a) 12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the
world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we
might know the things that have been freely given to
us by God.

(3) John 14:26 (NKJV)

(a) 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in My name, He will teach you all things,
and bring to your remembrance all things that I said
to you.

2. For the sheep.

a. The sheep also must have the Holy Spirit or they will not
understand the things of the Lord.

b. 1 Corinthians 2:13–14 (NKJV)

(1) 13 These things we also speak, not in words which man’s
wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches,
comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 14 But the natural
man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for
they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because
they are spiritually discerned.

II. He is to minister to injured and sick sheep.

A. The pastor is not a doctor so I am referring to those spiritually weak.

B. He uses the words of God to bring restoration and healing.

C. An atheist doctor was talking to a pastor one day and he said, “With all the evil in
the world there cannot be a God.” To which the pastor responded that, “With all
the sickness in the world I just don’t believe in doctors.”

D. As it is with physical health so it is with spiritual health.

1. A ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.

2. Who is it that has the greatest likely hood of spiritual problems. Those
who have not been in the Word of God with prayer.

E. If someone comes to the Doctor and has no appetite and has been eating the
wrong food, what is the likelihood of them being well.

F. If someone has no hunger for the things of God, what will their spiritual health be.

1. Psalm 42:1 (NKJV)

a. 1 As the deer pants for the water brooks, So pants my soul for You,
O God.
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2. Psalm 1:1-6 (NKJV) 

a. 1  Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly,
Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the
scornful; 2  But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His
law he meditates day and night. 3  He shall be like a tree Planted by
the rivers of water, That brings forth its fruit in its season, Whose
leaf also shall not wither; And whatever he does shall prosper.

III. He is to rebuke stubborn sheep.

A. 1 Timothy 1:18 (NKJV)

1. 18 This charge I commit to you, son Timothy, according to the prophecies
previously made concerning you, that by them you may wage the good
warfare,

B. Titus 1:9-11

1. 9 holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able,
by sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict. 10 For
there are many insubordinate, both idle talkers and deceivers, especially
those of the circumcision, 11 whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert
whole households, teaching things which they ought not, for the sake of
dishonest gain. 

IV. He is to keep the wolves away.

A. Acts 20:29–31 (NKJV)

1. 29 For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in
among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also from among yourselves men
will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after
themselves. 31 Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did
not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears.

B. 2 Timothy 2:1–2 (NKJV)

1. 1 You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2
And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses,
commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.

C. 1 Timothy 4:15–16 (NKJV)

1. 15 Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them, that your
progress may be evident to all. 16 Take heed to yourself and to the
doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both yourself
and those who hear you.
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1 Timothy 2:1–2 (NKJV)

1 Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be
made for all men, 2 for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable
life in all godliness and reverence.
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