
Will the Real Adversary Please Stand Up
1 Peter 5:8–9 (NKJV)

8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking
whom he may devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are
experienced by your brotherhood in the world.

The devil is one of the most misunderstood persons in the Bible.

Some think that he is a mythical creature dreamed up to frighten children and others into
submission.

He is the most beautiful of all of God’s creations and might even be considered the greatest of
God’s creations.

His influence and work throughout history is easy to trace by the blood and the bodies left in his
wake.

Peter gives us the sternest warning concerning him.

We are told to resist him, to stand up against him, to not give in to him or his influence.

I. Who is he?

A. He is the enemy of God in the parable of the tares.

1. Matthew 13:39 (NKJV)

a. 39 The enemy who sowed them is the devil, the harvest is the end
of the age, and the reapers are the angels.

B. He is a great liar

1. John 8:44 (NKJV)

a. 44 You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father
you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does
not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he
speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and
the father of it.

C. The accuser of the brethren

1. Revelation 12:10 (NKJV)

a. 10 Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now salvation,
and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His
Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused
them before our God day and night, has been cast down.

2. And as one fella said, he doesn’t need any help from us.
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II. Nationally

A. He influences the nations and sometimes even specifically influences leaders for
evil.

1. Hitler

2. Stalin

3. Mao

4. These three leaders are responsible for death of 130,000,000 people.

B. Prince of Persia

1. Daniel 10:13 (NKJV) 

a. 13  But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me
twenty-one days; and behold, Michael, one of the chief princes,
came to help me, for I had been left alone there with the kings of
Persia. 

2. Daniel 10:20 (NKJV) 

a. 20  Then he said, "Do you know why I have come to you? And
now I must return to fight with the prince of Persia; and when I
have gone forth, indeed the prince of Greece will come. 

III. Personally

A. Job

1. Who took all that Job had.

2. Why then is it implied that God was the one who had taken all he had?

3. Do you see how Satan works?

a. He destroys and then temps us to blame God.

b. And we fall for it time after time.

c. What was Job’s wife’s advice.

d. Job 2:9 (NKJV)

(1) 9 Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast to your
integrity? Curse God and die!”

B. Peter

1. Satan desired to sift Peter.

2. Doesn’t sound like fun.
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3. Do you think Peter might be thinking about those hours of denial as he
pens these words?

4. But Jesus said He would pray for Peter.

5. Peter repented.

C. Not a friend to Eve

1. Let me tell you how God is mistreating you.

2. He is not your friend like me.

3. You can’t trust God but you can trust me.

IV. Spiritually

A. Of your soul

1. Rob you of your joy

2. His purpose for you is to destroy you.

B. He is the tempter

1. Jesus

2. Matthew 4:1 (NKJV)

a. 1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be
tempted by the devil.

V. He makes life comfortable

A. Probably the greatest deception of Satan is to give people a comfortable life.

1. No great disasters that might drive them to Jesus.

2. Just enough religion to satisfy but not enough to save.

3. Sufficient finances, good health, lost of recreation.

B. Nicodemus was just such a person until he was confronted with Jesus.

C. It seems that only Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea of the 70 elders voted to
not condemn Jesus. That’s how far off even religious people can be.

Keep it mind who the adversary is.

It is not your wife or husband.

It is probably not your neighbor.

Satan is the real adversary.
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