
The Closing Blessing
1 Peter 5:10–11 (NKJV)

10 But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you
have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you. 11 To Him be the glory and
the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Peter closes out the earlier part with this verse.

1 Peter 5:9 (NKJV)

9 Resist him (the devil), steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced
by your brotherhood in the world.

He reminds us that all of God’s children have sufferings that they experience.

It is hardly possible to go through this world without a measure of pain and anguish.

Sometimes it comes in the form of persecution and at other just the normal trials of this life.

So the first word that he uses in our verses today is the word “but” to show us that our sufferings
is not where it all ends.

For God’s people God does not have a curse but a blessing.

So today that is what we want to talk about.

Things may be bad in your life, BUT God has a blessing for you if you are His children.

I. But the God of all grace.

A. It is not just God, but the God of all grace.

B. Notice what it doesn’t say.

1. The God of all wrath.

2. The God of all judgment.

C. But why grace.

1. That is the only way that we can have acceptance before God.

2. The sufferings of believers are intense, but God’s grace is stronger still.
Thomas R. Schreiner, 1, 2 Peter, Jude, vol. 37, The New American
Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2003), 244.

D. . . . grace is what God may be free to do and indeed what He does accordingly for
the lost after Christ has died on behalf of them. “By grace are ye saved” (Eph.
2:8). When thus released from His holy demands against the sinner by the
sacrificial death of Christ, and that sacrifice is accepted intelligently, the love of
God will never be satisfied until He has done all He can do for such a one. The
greatest thing God can do, reverently speaking, is to make someone like His Son.

FBC Toulon March 13, 2022 The Closing Blessing Page 1



Lewis Sperry Chafer, Systematic Theology (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel
Publications, 1993), 178.

II. He has called us.

A. 1 Corinthians 1:22–25 (NKJV)

1. 22 For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; 23 but we
preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks
foolishness, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ
the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 Because the foolishness of
God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

B. 1 Peter 1:15 (NKJV)

1. 15 but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct,

C. Romans 8:28–30 (NKJV)

1. 28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love
God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 29 For whom
He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His
Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover
whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He
also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.

D. 2 Timothy 1:9 (NKJV)

1. 9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our
works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us
in Christ Jesus before time began,

III. To His eternal glory, by Christ Jesus.

A. Psalm 73:24 (NKJV)

1. 24 You will guide me with Your counsel, And afterward receive me to
glory.

B. Romans 8:18 (NKJV)

1. 18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to
be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.

C. 2 Corinthians 4:16–18 (NKJV)

1. 16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is
perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. 17 For our
light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 18 while we do not look at the
things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things
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which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are
eternal.

IV. Look what He does in us:

A. Perfect you

1. The Greek word translated “make you perfect” means “to equip, to adjust,
to fit together.” It is translated “mending nets” in Matthew 4:21. God has
several tools which He uses to equip His people for life and service, and
suffering is one of them. The Word of God is another tool (2 Tim.
3:16–17, where thoroughly furnished means “fully equipped”). He also
uses the fellowship and ministry of the church (Eph. 4:11–16). Our
Saviour in heaven is perfecting His children so that they will do His will
and His work (Heb. 13:20–21).  Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition
Commentary, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 434.

2. Hebrews 13:20–21 (NKJV)

a. 20 Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus
from the dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood
of the everlasting covenant, 21 make you complete in every good
work to do His will, working in you what is well pleasing in His
sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever.
Amen.

3. 2 Timothy 3:16–17 (NKJV)

a. 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good work.

B. Establish you

1. Establish means “to fix firmly, to set fast.” Christians must not be
unsteady in their stand for Christ. Our hearts need to be established (1
Thes. 3:13; James 5:8), and this is accomplished by God’s truth (2 Peter
1:12). The believer who is established will not be moved by persecution,
or led away by false doctrine (2 Peter 3:17).  Warren W. Wiersbe, The
Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996),
434.

2. 1 Thessalonians 3:13 (NKJV)

a. 13 so that He may establish your hearts blameless in holiness
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ
with all His saints.
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3. 2 Peter 1:12 (NKJV)

a. 12 For this reason I will not be negligent to remind you always of
these things, though you know and are established in the present
truth.

C. Strengthen you

1. Strengthen means just that: God’s strength given to us to meet the
demands of life. What good is it to stand on a firm foundation if we do not
have power to act?  Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition
Commentary, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 434.

D. Settle you

1. Settle is the translation of a word that means “to lay a foundation.” It is
used this way in Hebrews 1:10. The house founded on the rock withstood
the storm (Matt. 7:24–27)  Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition
Commentary, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 434.

2. Matthew 7:24–27 (NKJV)

a. 24 “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does
them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the
rock: 25 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds
blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded
on the rock. 26 “But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine,
and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his
house on the sand: 27 and the rain descended, the floods came, and
the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was
its fall.”

V. A Doxology

A. 1 Peter 5:11 (NKJV)  To Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever.
Amen.

Peter talks much about the sufferings that we have in this life as one of His children.

But he also shows us the manifold blessings that He has for us through Christ Jesus.

All that we have is through Christ Jesus.

All that we are is through Christ Jesus.

All that we will ever be is through Christ Jesus.

“To His eternal glory, by Christ Jesus.”
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