
Down, Down, Down
Jonah 1:3-5

1:3 But Jonah arose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. He went down to Joppa,
and found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid the fare, and went down into it, to go with them to
Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. 4 But the LORD sent out a great wind on the sea, and
there was a mighty tempest on the sea, so that the ship was about to be broken up. 5 Then the
mariners were afraid; and every man cried out to his god, and threw the cargo that was in the ship
into the sea, to lighten the load. But Jonah had gone down into the lowest parts of the ship, had
lain down, and was fast asleep. 

Last week Jonah received his next assignment, to go to Nineveh and cry out against that great
and wicked city.

Jonah had been a prophet for the Lord for some time now and he had always been faithful.

But what happens when the Lord plainly tells us what to do and we do not want to do it?

So Jonah decides not to go. He has other plans.

Well we know that Jonah’s plans do not agree with God’s plans.

So when we have a conflict of wills between us and God, what should we do?

Let us hope that we would not do what Jonah did.

I. Can we get away from God?

A. In some sense Jonah thought he could.

1. In that day Jonah was fleeing to the edge of the world.

2. It would take him weeks to get there.

a. They would need to dock for supplies along the way.

b. Back then ships kept close to land, so it was not a straight shot.

c. It was about 2000 miles to Tarshish.

B. Maybe he thought God would let him go.

1. Everything seemed to be going well, isn’t that a good sign that you are in
the will of God.

2. I mean what are the odds that he could so quickly find a ship to Tarshish.

3. And that little nest egg he had been storing up, well that came in handy.

4. The problem is that we often take things like that of a sign that this is the
Lord’s will.

5. But circumstances never countermand the word of God.
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a. Jonah also had a wrong attitude toward the Word of God. When
the Word of the Lord came to him, Jonah thought he could “take it
or leave it.”  Warren W. Wiersbe, Be Amazed, “Be” Commentary
Series (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 72.

6. So although everything to this point seems to be great and going Jonah’s
way, there is a storm a coming.

7. It is always better to yield our will to His before the storm comes.

8. In Jonah’s day Israel had its own storm coming.

a. Israel was the main focus of Jonah’s ministry.

b. And they have continued to rebel against the will and word of God.

c. So withing 65 years of Jonah’s trip to Nineveh, Israel will be
captured and carried away by the King of Assyria.

d. Maybe Jonah was a message to Israel that there is always a pay day
someday.

C. But I think Jonah knew that he could not get away from the presence of the Lord.

1. Psalm 139:7–12 (NKJV)

a. 7 Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your
presence? 8 If I ascend into heaven, You are there; If I make my
bed in hell, behold, You are there. 9 If I take the wings of the
morning, And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 10 Even there
Your hand shall lead me, And Your right hand shall hold me. 11 If
I say, “Surely the darkness shall fall on me,” Even the night shall
be light about me; 12 Indeed, the darkness shall not hide from You,
But the night shines as the day; The darkness and the light are both
alike to You.

2. What does it mean, therefore, to go “away from the LORD”? In Gen 4:16
the expression (millipnê) is used to describe Cain’s broken relationship
with the Lord—his rebellion against the Lord and the Lord’s displeasure
with him.  Billy K. Smith and Franklin S. Page, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah,
vol. 19B, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman &
Holman Publishers, 1995), 226.

D. And it doesn’t seem that Jonah was too worried about it.

1. Soon Jonah was sound asleep—asleep to his call and commission, asleep
to his duty, asleep to the perils that surrounded him. John Phillips,
Exploring the Minor Prophets: An Expository Commentary, The John
Phillips Commentary Series (Kregel Publications; WORDsearch Corp.,
2009), Jon 1:3.
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II. Did Jonah have free will? 

A. The point at which we do have problems is when the sovereign will of God comes
into opposition with a contrary human will.  James Montgomery Boice, The Minor
Prophets: An Expositional Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2002),
263.

B. God had told him to go to Nineveh but he went in to opposite direction.

C.  Jonah was a faithful prophet as long as God wanted what Jonah wanted. But
when God’s marching orders went contrary to Jonah, he would not do what he
was told.  Lloyd J. Ogilvie and Lloyd J. Ogilvie, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah,
Jonah, vol. 22, The Preacher’s Commentary Series (Nashville, TN: Thomas
Nelson Inc, 1990), 420.

D.  Some run away from God without ever leaving their geographical location. We
can run away by so filling our lives with activities that time for God is squeezed
out and ministry to people and involvement in social programs He has placed on
our agendas are set aside. Some of us are running off in all directions but are not
under God’s direction.  Lloyd J. Ogilvie and Lloyd J. Ogilvie, Hosea, Joel, Amos,
Obadiah, Jonah, vol. 22, The Preacher’s Commentary Series (Nashville, TN:
Thomas Nelson Inc, 1990), 422.

III. But God would not let him go.

A. God has limitless options and we cannot hide from Him.

1. God might let us go and send someone else.

a. In this case we will be the one who misses the blessing.

b. God’s greatest blessing is found only in His will.

2. Note the contrast. The Lord who can calm the troubled waters of your life
is the same Lord who can stir them up to great frenzy.  James Montgomery
Boice, The Minor Prophets: An Expositional Commentary (Grand Rapids,
MI: Baker Books, 2002), 269.

3. Mark 4:39 (NKJV)

a. 39 Then He arose and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea,
“Peace, be still!” And the wind ceased and there was a great calm.

B. Whenever you decide to run away from God the way is always down.

1. Countless examples could be given of those who rebelled against God and
came to ruin.

2. He went down to Joppa.

3. He went down into the ship.
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4. And he went down into the lowest part of the ship.

IV. If you go against God’s will, it is gonna cost you.

A. Barnhouse said, “It is always that way. When you run away from the Lord you
never get to where you are going, and you always pay your own fare. On the other
hand, when you go the Lord’s way you always get to where you are going, and he
pays the fare.”  James Montgomery Boice, The Minor Prophets: An Expositional
Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2002), 268.

B. Look at Amram and Jochebed who did not fear the kings command to cast Moses
into the river but saved him from the king.

1. Exodus 2:9 (NKJV)

a. 9 Then Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child away and
nurse him for me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman
took the child and nursed him.

C. We get two choices when it comes to God’s word.

1. We can reject it and that will always cost us.

2. We can obey the word of the Lord and God will cover the costs.

D. “When you run away from the Lord you never get to where you are going, and you
always pay your own fare. On the other hand, when you go the Lord’s way you
always get to where you are going, and he pays the fare.” 
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