
A Disobedient Prophet and a Merciful God
Jonah 1:4–16 (NKJV)

4 But the LORD sent out a great wind on the sea, and there was a mighty tempest on the sea, so
that the ship was about to be broken up. 5 Then the mariners were afraid; and every man cried out
to his god, and threw the cargo that was in the ship into the sea, to lighten the load. But Jonah
had gone down into the lowest parts of the ship, had lain down, and was fast asleep. 6 So the
captain came to him, and said to him, “What do you mean, sleeper? Arise, call on your God;
perhaps your God will consider us, so that we may not perish.” 

7 And they said to one another, “Come, let us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this
trouble has come upon us.” So they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah. 8 Then they said to him,
“Please tell us! For whose cause is this trouble upon us? What is your occupation? And where do
you come from? What is your country? And of what people are you?” 9 So he said to them, “I am
a Hebrew; and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land.” 10 Then
the men were exceedingly afraid, and said to him, “Why have you done this?” For the men knew
that he fled from the presence of the LORD, because he had told them. 11 Then they said to him,
“What shall we do to you that the sea may be calm for us?”—for the sea was growing more
tempestuous. 

12 And he said to them, “Pick me up and throw me into the sea; then the sea will become calm
for you. For I know that this great tempest is because of me.” 13 Nevertheless the men rowed
hard to return to land, but they could not, for the sea continued to grow more tempestuous against
them. 14 Therefore they cried out to the LORD and said, “We pray, O LORD, please do not let
us perish for this man’s life, and do not charge us with innocent blood; for You, O LORD, have
done as it pleased You.” 15 So they picked up Jonah and threw him into the sea, and the sea
ceased from its raging. 16 Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice to
the LORD and took vows. 

Last week we say the beginning of the fall of a prophet of God.

Jonah did not want the Ninevehites to have a chance of repentance.

They did not deserve it in Jonah’s mind.

But the truth is that none of us deserve repentance and forgiveness.

It is based on God’s mercy and grace, not on what we deserve.

And that is part of the problem. Jonah knows that God is a merciful God and so the only way to
be sure that the people of Nineveh never repent is not go.

And the plan is working perfectly. He is on a ship to Tarshish away from Nineveh.

And as he puts more and more miles between himself and Nineveh the better he feels.

But now he has been awakened out of sleep only to realize that there is a great storm and the
captain has come to get him to pray to his God so that they all might survive.
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Now the jig is up, for as the Scripture says, “Be sure your sin will find you out.” Numbers 32:23

I. The Sailors vs Jonah

A. The sailors knew when it was time to pray.

1. Like most pagans, they pray when their world is falling apart.

2. But Jonah had to be awakened and then told to pray.

3. Do you think Jonah was out of touch with God?

a. Many people who claim to be Christians are out of touch with God.

b. It doesn’t say that Jonah prayed, maybe he did or not.

c. But we do know that he still had not repented of his sin.

B. The sailors knew that one should not disobey his God.

1. They marvel that Jonah would disobey a direct order from God.

a. 10 Then the men were exceedingly afraid, and said to him, “Why
have you done this?” For the men knew that he fled from the
presence of the LORD, because he had told them. 

2. But Jonah understood that much of the time God will allow people to
disobey and reject Him.

a. Matthew 11:28–30 (NKJV)

(1) 28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn
from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My
burden is light.”

3. He was counting on that, but God said, “Not this time.”

C. They feared their false god more than Jonah feared the Lord.

1. Psalm 96:4–5 (NKJV)

a. 4 For the LORD is great and greatly to be praised; He is to be
feared above all gods. 5 For all the gods of the peoples are idols,
But the LORD made the heavens.

2. If you do not fear, respect and reverence God, you don’t have much of a
god.
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3. We do not fear God as an abused child fears their parents.

4. We fear God when we deserve discipline.

D. The sailors had more compassion for Jonah than Jonah had for Nineveh.

1. Notice that when they ask Jonah what they should do and he says throw
me overboard they are reluctant to do it.

2. They didn’t owe Jonah anything.

3. He was the reason that their lives were now threatened.

4. Why not just do as he said. Because they have more compassion for Jonah
than Jonah did for the people of Nineveh.

II. Jonah had rather be thrown into the sea than to repent.

A. Notice when faced with certain death, he still would rather die than do what God
wants him to do.

B. Repentance is not an easy thing.

1. We do not like to admit that we were wrong.

2. We do not like the idea of submitting to God.

3. Repentance would mean that Jonah would have to go to Nineveh as God
had commanded him.

III. God is merciful.

A. But God preserves the prophets life.

B. God didn’t let the ship sink but preserved the sailors lives.

C. So Jonah will go to Nineveh to save the lives of close to a million people.

D. He endured the rebellion of Israel for almost 200 years

1. He sent prophets to them, more than we know.

2. But they refused to turn.

3. Finally God used Nineveh to carry them all away.

E. God is merciful with us today.

1. This world as it is run by man is a terrible place.

2. War, famine, genocide, crime, murder fills our world.

a. Mostly because of political reasons a little less that 6 million
people with starve in the world this year, and now because of the
war in Ukraine it will be worse they are telling us.
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b. In the last two years a little over 6 million people have died of
COVID.

c. Or what about the 6 million people who have had to flee Ukraine
in the past month.

3. One of the worst of the false gods was Moloch

a. They sacrificed their own children for the promise of prosperity.

b. Jeremiah 32:35 (NKJV)

(1) 35 And they built the high places of Baal which are in the
Valley of the Son of Hinnom, to cause their sons and their
daughters to pass through the fire to Molech, which I did
not command them, nor did it come into My mind that they
should do this abomination, to cause Judah to sin.’

c. While COVID has taken the lives of 6 million people world wide
146 million lives have been lost to abortion world wide.

d. While 6 million people have been forced to leave Ukraine about
the same number of abortions have taken place over the last month
world wide.

e. If you don’t realize how merciful God is to this world you don’t
see clearly the depth of our sin and rebellion.

4. I know that God is merciful to you because you are still here.

5. There is still time to repent.

a. Yes I am talking to you and me.

b. We need to repent, and give our lives fully over to the Lord.

6. Don’t spend 3 days and nights in the fish’s belly before you repent.  
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