
The Hope of the Resurrection
John 20:1–10 (NKJV)

1 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene went to the tomb early, while it was still
dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 Then she ran and came to
Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken
away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him.” 3 Peter therefore
went out, and the other disciple, and were going to the tomb. 4 So they both ran together, and the
other disciple outran Peter and came to the tomb first. 5 And he, stooping down and looking in,
saw the linen cloths lying there; yet he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him,
and went into the tomb; and he saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and the handkerchief that had
been around His head, not lying with the linen cloths, but folded together in a place by itself. 8
Then the other disciple, who came to the tomb first, went in also; and he saw and believed. 9 For
as yet they did not know the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead. 10 Then the
disciples went away again to their own homes.

Almost every place in the Bible when you pick it up and read you are in the middle of something.

Just a week ago the crowds had welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem as their King.

But things have turned around. 

The disciples had been wondering which of them would be Secretary of State, Commerce and the
other positions they might have in this new kingdom.

They were riding high and mighty until Passover.

Things changed that night when Jesus frankly told them that one of them would betray Him.

For the life of them they could not figure out who would do such a thing.

But we know the story because now it is history but to them it was a mystery.

Peter, the seeming leader of the group was told by Jesus the before the morning Peter would deny
Jesus three times. Peter denied that was possible but over the next few hours it happened just as
Jesus had said.

All the disciple forsook Him and fled.

Mark 14:50 (NKJV)

50 Then they all forsook Him and fled.

Jesus was arrested on trumped up charges and delivered to the Roman governor.

And although Pilate tried his best to let Jesus go, he could not do it without political suicide.

Jesus was delivered to the soldiers who mistreated Him as they would.

He was taken to Golgotha and nailed to a cross and by 6 that evening Jesus was dead and in a
borrowed tomb.
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So it was over, the disciples must have thought.

*What went wrong? How did this happen?

Would the authorities be coming after them next?

So they are in a locked room hiding, confused, discouraged, hopeless, afraid of what the future
would bring.

*The Sabbath day passes in almost an eerier silence.

Only the women are active. They are preparing for the end of the Sabbath so they could go and
further prepare the body of Jesus.

His death had come so close to the Sabbath that they could not properly prepare the body for the
tomb.

They had done the best they could, but a man like Jesus deserved so much more.

So as their final act of love and dedication they would go to the tomb as soon as they could after
the Sabbath to further prepare the body of their Lord.

But for all the disciples knew it was over. Jesus was in the grave. His lifeless body lay in a cold
stone tomb.

*And they did not know that Sunday was coming.

Many of us are in the same situation. We are waiting on Sunday, the first day of the week.

Friday night Pastor Leon gave an excellent message.

He came to a very touching part where he noted that this is his first Easter without his wife,
Barbara.

His voice was filled with sadness and loss. He knew that she was a Christian and was now with
the Lord, but he and she were separated and nothing could change that.

After the service I went and gave him a hug and told him something that he knew.

I told him something that we all know but because of our pain and sorrow, our broken heart we
forget.

I said to him, “Sunday is coming.”

*That is my message to you this morning. 

Whatever sadness or loss you are facing, Sunday is coming.

Weather we live or die we are the Lord’s.

Romans 8:18–25 (NKJV)

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the
glory which shall be revealed in us. 19 For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits
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for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly,
but because of Him who subjected it in hope; 21 because the creation itself also will be delivered
from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 22 For we know
that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now. 23 Not only that,
but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves,
eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body. 24 For we were saved in this hope,
but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees? 25 But if we hope
for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance.

*The disciples had lost all hope. 

This was the end, a dreaded end.

Because they did not know that Sunday was coming.

They thought that Sunday would be just another day filled with confusion and sorrow.

Unlike us they had no hope of the resurrection.

*God was still on the throne.

Death had taken Jesus but it could not keep Him.

The story was not over after all.

When the women got to the tomb, it was empty and angels met them.

The soldiers who had witnessed the resurrection and the stone rolling away were gone.

They had gone to deliver their unbelievable message to the chief priests.

Matthew 28:11–15 (NKJV)

11 Now while they were going, behold, some of the guard came into the city and reported to the
chief priests all the things that had happened. 12 When they had assembled with the elders and
consulted together, they gave a large sum of money to the soldiers, 13 saying, “Tell them, ‘His
disciples came at night and stole Him away while we slept.’ 14 And if this comes to the
governor’s ears, we will appease him and make you secure.” 15 So they took the money and did
as they were instructed; and this saying is commonly reported among the Jews until this day.

*But Jesus was alive!

Matthew 28:9–10 (NKJV)

9 And as they went to tell His disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, “Rejoice!” So they came
and held Him by the feet and worshiped Him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go
and tell My brethren to go to Galilee, and there they will see Me.”

*Right now we are stuck in SATURDAY.

Maybe you have lost loved ones who have gone home to be with the Lord.

Maybe you are living in uncertainty that could bring a bad report with devastating consequences.
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Maybe life has taken its toll on your life and age has robbed you of many of life’s pleasures.

Maybe for you every day is a challenge that causes you to grow weary of life.

Maybe the emotional pain that you are called on to bear seems to be winning despite your best
efforts.

Whatever you are burdened with, I have news for you.

Sunday is coming.

Romans 8:11 (NKJV)

11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ
from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.

Read that over and over again.
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